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Introductory Note.

An introductipn to an undergraduate honor thesis may

seen presumptfous, but I velleve Ehét its inordinate length
and unorthodox method raquire:an explanation, As a general
reason, the length 1s due to the fact that I did not realize

the implications of the aubjedt when I started to work on the

thesis. As it grew, I have msde several efforts to cut 1t down,
such as omitting the chapters I had written on Hegel and Schweltzer.
Since this still dld noﬁ succeed in reducing this thesls to a more
manageable size I have polnted out, at the end of this intoductory
.note, those portions which I believefto be the nucleus of my analy=-
sls and which may be eonaidered my hcnor thesis,

The methodology results frém my dissatisfaction with the
eritical treatments of Spengler, and to a leasser degree, of Toynbee,
I had the impression that merely analytical critlclsm of Spengler
falsifies the real eassence of hls philosophy. Just as in the case
of Nietzicha, part of Bpengler's lmpact resides 1n‘the poetic
imaginativeneaa of his desoriptions. I have therefore made a
conscious effort in my expository passages to capture as much as
possible of Spengler's style., This has entalled rather lengthy
quotations &nd in one or two pleces close rellance on the text,

To present Spepgler's philosophy as feirly as possible I have kept

such clauses as "Spengler argues", "according to Spengler" etc. to
‘a minimum, The expository passages are to be understood as con-
taining Spengler's arguments, ' My comments are eonceqtratod in
digscussions at the end of each section, My Laslc analysis 1s to
be found in my "Conoclusions® on the Chapter, "History - as -~ Intul-

tien",
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I have followed easentlally the same methodology. with’

Toynbee, Here too purely analytical criticism falaifies the
atately empirical apprénch. I have dlscussed each of Toynbee's
main heédings at sufficient length to indicate his method, though,
except for a very few instances, I have omitted all his illustra-

tions. Agaln, all my comments are contained in an intréductory

S R g N

paragraph and in a concluding section to each headiﬁg. Agdln,

my fundamental crlticisms are to be found under the title "Cone

eluslions™ at the end of the Chapter “Hiatory—aa-an—Empiricnl

ST 1 Ty T ST
et it

Scilence™.

In each case the exposltory passages are preceded by a

Sk G o

discussion of the author's mstaphisical gssumptlona, to explain

s

their structuring effect on the subaequent philosophy.

Since many excellent treatments of Kant's philosophy

exist, my discusslon of his philoaophy la orthodox. My last
Chapter 1s intended to explain the general positlon from which
I approached the philosophy of history. Needless to say, this
is a still tentative view-point.

“The Appendix was written after listening to a seminar
paper by a loglcal positivist, in order to cla.r lfy my own thought
on the meaning of "meaning, and also to indicate what criteria of
validity loglc offers to phllosophy. It is based on & course with
Prof., Henry Scheffer and also personal consultations, The phiio-
sophical interpretation of i'the loglcal systems ls my own.

Though this analysis was written as a unit, the reader
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mway, if he wishes, conslder only the following sections @s my

- e

honor thesiss

The Argument (Introduction and Summary)

Spengler (History - as - Intultinn)
Metaphyslca
Politics, Economics, The Vaohine
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whth necessity. The Pritish sceptics, particularly hHume, asub=~

. mitted these notions to rigorous criticism and denied necesslty
a3 well as purposiveness. They srgusd that perception involves
the impact of empirical entities on a wax-like mind, whose sen-

sations of pleasuro &re lorgely passive, whose concept of ncces=-

sity describe a constent conjunction snd to which freedom 1s
do

meaningless. The limits of thought can not be eatablished by
thought, howevera Iume's scepticlsm csused hlm to abandon phl-
losophy while st1ll a young man cnd Descartes was forced bto in-
voke Cod as a guarantor of externnl reslity with the aild of the
very faculty the accuracy of which he hed seriously questioneds
Kent roalized that only sn inward experlence can transcend
the inexorability of completed sction, He "limited knowledge to
mede room for bvelief," He affirmed that the rerllty that 1s sub-
Ject to the laws of csusallty is glven by sensuous experience
end exhapsted in the phenomenal world, But beyond that men has
o transcendental experience of freedom which elevates him above
the reslm of necessity into =a higher world-order which conditions
211 eppoarences., Freedom is an inward state, en attitude that
accompanies nll actlon. This disproves Hume's agsartion that
nothing can be definitely known, since one can alweys imagine the

opposite of any thought. Our experlence of freedom testifies to

a fact of oxistence which no thought-process can deny and for the

See post., Ch, "History and Man's Fxperience of Morality."
See post, for full discussion th, "History end lMan's Tzperlence
of Worality."
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Qcmﬁﬁ:b;ﬁt%oniqf which Descartes?! coglte erpmc sum wes not really
» “Whatever conception §na may form about the inevit-

£ déﬁions; thelr accomplishment occurred with sn inwerd
'spn#icﬁﬁog of cholce., Freedom is the cousality that motlvates
maﬁ;h-.Tércoﬁééivera man hnvingrnd frecodom ie impoasible except

48 -8 man deprivad of 1life," says Tolstoy.

Whéﬁ }g ﬁhe solution to the paredox of 1rrevocable action
anpmplishqd with the conviction of cholce? liow can we reconclle

Vcheraxperiénce of freedom with ocur knowledge that our intentions

so:frequéhtlj issus fqrﬁh into totally incormensurate consaquencos?

that 1a the meaning of a causality that nccomplishes itself under

the mode 6f-fraedom?

The philosophy of history has eddressed itselfl to thess pro=
blems., It testifies to humenity's yoarning to understand the fatod=
neas of life %o a mystic drive for sn sbsolute, to en ettempt vo
¢ive meaning to the basic questions of existenca, TFor this reason
the philgsophy of history 1s 1ﬁdissolub1y connected with mete-

2

nhyslcss 18 indeed metaphysica of & very high order. The next

See post Ch, History and Men's rxperience of lorallty.
#or thils reason I have svolded the usual classification of
philosophies of history into ecyclical end progress theorles,
T+ aeems to me, thet a classificatlon in terms of metaphys
sical assumptions presenta wider possibllitles., I[oreover,
tho philosophers cdiscussed do not lend themselves well to
such a classification. Toynbee combines the cyclicel end
the progsress concopts. Spongler ls a eyelical phillosopher
{n Vico's tradition. Kent has a theory of progress, echleved
by conflict wnich in 1ts implications is very similar to Toynhee,
See post Ch, History sand Man's Lxperlence of Kornlity).
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snawor to these problems.

2, Is There a Meeninz to History?

iistory, according to Popper, has no meaning, It is
the chronicle of internetional crime snd mass murder and takes
no account of the tears and sufferlns of monkind, It 1s up
to us, however, he states st a later point,2 to give m>aning

to history by sssisting the open socliety to triumph in 1ts

eternal struggle with the closed soclety,

Aslde from the inner contradiction of this asrgument, -
for if history hea no meaning, the eternal conflict betwoen
fresdom and rationslity ageinat mysticlsm, historiclsm and
tyranny can not be.its motif = the pessage 1llustrates the
@ifficulty,. and confusion, inherent in the word "meaning."”
It implies: 1, History Lss no meaning.

2, Hlstory hess a meaning, bﬁt that meanin~> isa
unacceplteble to Popper,

%, History has no meaning, dbut if freedom end
rationality triumph, it will suddenly acqulire content.

These 1mp11net16ns contain the dilemma of the problém
of the mesning of history,. 1s history an open book, a set of
theorems that contains in 1t561f nll the aspirations of man-

kind, es well as the key to the worldt!s purpose? Or does

1, Popper - The Open Society and its Enemies Vol, 2 p, 256,
2, Topper - Op.cit, Vel, 2 p, 264,
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history reveal a serles of meaningless incldents, a chél}enge
for our nomative -concepts, only through conformity to which

1t can obtain significence? Is meaning, in short, =n attrl-

sute of reslity or a metaphysical construction attendant on
1

our recognition of significance?

The lorical positivists accept the former elternative,
[eaning results from verifylng statements with empirical facts,.
Tha researches of snthropologist have, however, dispelled the
nope thet the ﬁoaning of assertions could be given a firmer
basis by making the physlcal werld thelr eriterion, It has been
demonstrated that esch culture snd to a certnin extent béch
individual constructs his own imsge of "reality", sand that
"facts" sre in no mannexr =8 absolute Lﬂd unshakerble as assumed,
the hiastory of modern physics moreover, hea been a continuous
process of dissolving external reality end leying bare such
mysterious snd incompatible prime dats as energy that works
under the aspect of mass, eg. light that is demonstrably a wave,
vut eguslly certainly contains all its physicel properties in
an alemeﬁtal particle; tho photon, | 2

Moreovor, on thls theory, &s classical logic has well
renlized, not only sll value judgments, but ell quslity Judg=-
ments are ﬁoﬁningless. The difference between alffirming an

object's worth, or its color, is & difference in achleving &

1, For full discusslon of the cohcept of "menning" see
Post fppendix A "The Concept of Heaning."
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conaensnus, but not of empirical verifiabllity.

Praditional lorie, at eny rate, was hetter aware of

ﬁhia problem, In 1lts concepts each proposltion had rs 1ts
; ; 3

gub ject ultimate renlity; A judgment, of which the proposi-
tion constitutes the expression in words, 1s the act of dls=-
tingulshing a perticulsr olement, the precicate, in the being
of & squech that could not Se thought of unless it contalned
some other than the prediceted charocter. The dlstinguishking
charactoristic of & judgment is 1ts truth or felsity. However,
end this 1s the cerdinal polnt, only true Judgments matter,

for unless e msn says what he does not really think he is af-
firming the truth of his sssertion, All prbposltions; there=

fore, beaildes affirming or denying the predlcate of a subjJect

tmply existence. Reallty is thus implied by, not requisite for
judgments,.

ine existential import thecry of_proposltions presented
too meny difficulties, however. Though logiclans could always
argue thet statements ebout square circles did not imply exist-
ence since they involved mutuzlly exclusive terms, or contrast
Joglcal cogstruction which only have a mode of being with real

oxistence, the reconcillation of definitional reality end nll

possible judgments proved impossible,

1., Joseph =~ Introduction to lomiec -p. 166,
2, Russel il= Principlea of Mathematlcs - p. 449,
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1 .
Sententinl lozlc absndoned the concept of tho exlst-

sntiel import of propositlons.. Its logleal primltlve 1= a
sentence, whlch exhiblts but a grouplng fogethar of symbols
which in their generel charecteriatics repregent but ompiricel
entlities. Only by being brought into relatlon iitﬁ“bther
physical objects, facts, do these sentences acquire ménnlng.
5ince a determination of truth end falsity obviously dees not
precede evsry statement, sententiel iogic was forced to in-
voke srother predicate of propositions, truth-welght, This,
however, 1s a purely psychological relation, ’

nut even this theory stumbled on the'problem of Just

vhat constituted a fect and on the aifficulty of reconclling

truth-vnlue end ﬁeight. Ruseell, in his later writlngs, and
e

Prof, Scheflfer, have echleved a formulation which attempts
to give the grestest possibility of‘datcrmining the essence
of meening, Statements become replies to pure hypotheses
which; moreover have to be endorsed by the proper criterion,
The statement "Scott 1s the author of Waverly" 1s the affirme=-
tive enswer, empirically >ncdorsed, to the guestlons:

1., Did at least cne mzn wrilte Waverly?

2, Did only ons Mah wrlte waverly?

3, Was this mon Scott?

Sk A s &

Based on Relchenbach "Experience ond Prediction.”
Prof. Schoeffer hes not published his theory.'(Sﬂn Preface).

e Tyt st iial b
1 e R A T
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£ mesningful propositions 1s, however, not

enpirical T¥ézlm, = Proper criterla cen be

: heorsms or esthotic judcmonts, This
tiecry recognizes the verisbllity of metap hysicrl qssnmptiODS
as E uond. 1oh of mcaninr. Maanin7 Lecomes the Lunctlon of
A%ron fre bors- the 1Ggica1 p?p?eaaed in the most precise
Lo‘rv1s icn of the hvpo??osis tha psycholo 1cal inherent in
the act: of judging, the philosorhlcal c;prassed in tne encorse-
'n;ﬁt.l e"selity dependa on the congensus which this ag=
ﬂtiption of vean‘pg enjovs nnd net in the I[irst insfance on

its emplrical voriflebility.

I1hus meaning re ~“asents the . omnnation of a metaphysical
ontext, Just ss every men in 2 ceriain sense croates hils
pleture of the world, just es the scientlst can find in nature
cnly whst he puts in it in tke formulation of kis Irypothesis,
Jjust es every question determines et least the renge of answers,
so history dees not exhibit the seme portent to everybody but
yields only +ha mecnings inherent in the nature of cur query.
Therefore, too, the philosophy of history is inseparable

fyrom metaphysics, end involves & deep awarensss of the mysteriles

1. The endorserent in turn i3 compcsed of =8 metephysical
{the criterlion) and. &n eplatemo;orical (the nssertion,
not the judgment of truth end falsity) element, See
post - Appendix - The Concept of Meaning.
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necessity ond human freedom, in their capeciiy to €=

perience depthis inucoessible to reason nlone, lies the answer
to the meoning of history. Therefore lopper's stetenent that
Jetory presenta merely & chronicle of crime gnd swrder,

«1th ro sawareness of the heartbrock of humanity, reveels his

‘normative concepts but does not represent a necessary abtrl-

wute of events, That other lsvela of meening exisi, 1is

shown by Doato jevskl nnd Schwed tzer, iomer and Shekespesre
to whor history was 2 deeply felt experience of transcen=
dentnl import,

Vho is right then? Is hictory the seli-realization of
the spirit of freedom as Eegel hold? Or does 1t represent
Lhe vrowthgmnd decline of organie cultures, tneir essence a

mystery, their moving force longing end their menifestation

power as Spengler argued? Te there a despor purpose in all

this omorsence and decay of civillzations, a realizstion of
sal

vation by feith as Toynbee lmplies? Tos3 history smount
to no moro than eternal recurrence, the stage ior the Man who
surpssses himself of Nlctzscha or Goea it revesl ths drama of

a divine plan, gradusally unfoiding and culminating in universal

1, Soee on this point, Alfred ficber, TFarewell toc
I'nropean History. \
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1

pesace, Aas Kent asserts?
If mesning is the me tephysical contéxﬁ that sscribes

significence does this preclude differentia by whlch to Jjudge

validity? These eriteria exist, but they are not as obvious
as the lomlcel positivists_assnmed.

Thourh the questions delimit the range of anNawWers, we

can requirs the answers to be relevant to the problen. Though

each culture, end perhaps esch individual interprets his data
in en intensely personal wey, we can jnsist that the deta be
adhered to. We can snalyse internal conaiatency.2 On enother
lecvel we can judge the pdequacy of the thinker's philosophical
assumptions by thelr scope, by their graep of the totality of
llfe; instead of just its appearancas.3 Newton sitting under
the opple tree might have correctly concluded that apples fall
when ripe. It is not » question of right or wrond, therefore,
but of depth and shallowness, 1t does not suffice to show
logically decuced theorems, as an absolute test of validity.
There rmst also exist a relation to the pervaslvenasa of an

inward experience which transcends phenomenal renlity. For

Kent ¢id not ascribe the self-reaslization of peace to 8
@lwine plen, but to a noturel unfolding, ‘The implicatlon,
just as in Spinoza, is however of & divine order in the
cO808 6 "

See post: Appendlx A, The Concepts of Meaning.

This, however, involves utilization of another set of
assumptions, Sec post Appendlx A - The Concepts of Meaning.
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thonzh men is s thinking beine, %t does not follow that his

beinz exhausts 1tself in thinking, The ultimate mysterles

of 1life nre perhaps not approacheble Lty délssectlon, but nay

require the peoet's view who srasps the unity of 1ife, which
ie greater then any, however painsteking analysis of its

manifestations.

The FPhilosophy of History exhibits therefore, in 1its

| s SR R

_ metephysicel assumptions an sttitude %towards the beaslc
problerms of existence, They reveal whether life 1s sapproached
with roverence snd humlility or with the sssertive tool of a
renson that admits no reslily outsicde itself, The resolution
of the dilemma of hlstorical svents serving os the condition
for a transcendental exporlence or reallty exhausting ltself

in phenomenel appearances discloses the ethicel predisposlitlons

of a personality, not a property of historicel data,

B

e g S TP T ST

» post Ch: The Sense of Redponsibility,

o, S b e R
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mhe Philosophy of [iatory o8 & Reflection of Besic ALtitudes

Sirth is the beginning oi dceth, life the process of

aorLalliye Fverything sxistine ls modified by time, history

exhibits the unfolding or growth, fulfillment und outward

1 strives for knowledge and having attained it can
e A1l of literaturse contains an expression of this
Gllemme end of mqnxlud's l1sment at the shortnssa of their iot.
Hanlebt becowmes waralsnod Ly knowledge, Atehllles purchases 1t
price .of his denth, Thus 13 the sppearsnce of 1ife
tut not necessarily 1its mesninge.

The maglc attitude towards iife secks to escape the
vpenaltoriness of its existence by conjuring its data, it
attompts to findé in hiustory tho necessary realization of
its purposive concepts, to be classified as ettributes of
eventa. but purpeso ropresgonts the omanation of a me taphyale=
cal.context noi a nacessary deduction from phenomena. NO
.thical valuo can be ascribed 2 the mere survival which
Listory exhiblts, Tor this reasson the magic attitude de-
velops & philosophy of esterna racurrence, 4s a condition
for its cognition, Death becomas the result of fulfillment,
life exhibits merely mortality, history represents a nechine

continually re-preduclng nev manilestations of power. Yelues

ere, nt beant, a mode of causelity, The mystery of llfe is

limited by classifisble detaj 1t exhausts itself in the riddle
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causes .The fact of cccurence revesls the only
i itk L S
.oiterion of inward filinass.” T et e e

s prayerful attitude, on the other hnnd, oxnﬁL*ences

az A vision of rnconcilintioﬂ a8 onﬂ views A vast plein

.a mountnin top when the haze cbsrurss uhe rouﬂhr*-
und'n"ufw~1 ing merges in " total 1mpreésion of paonce
“and hapmony. . The incvitadbllity cthjbitud t0 "atroqpect!on
tteins a deeper mean*nﬁ throush a_ trnnscend;ntnﬁ aznor-
1oNC2e ”Ha rceog ni+‘on of neces ity becomaa *he 'Oﬂdition
f§r the at“ninmcnt of inwerd 1ib@rat10n. Rasipnatlon as tn
the purposes of the vniv#raé se rves 29 tne 1rsu staﬂ to=-
wands ethlcsl ac 1vity end tha reollzu ion ensuos thﬂt the
of history is not confined to its mnru manifestations
g thet no causal enalyasis can sbaolve Nen frem giving his
own econtent to hls own existence.
The rhilcsophios'of Spenglar, Toynbee snd Kent contaln

expressions of thess attitudas in tha quest for the eppre-

wenatan of the meening of history.

fpengler pagerted thet nrogress was not a category of

mesning for hilstory. 14fz contains the problem of motion,

See discussion of Ch 111 "Toynbee
See post - Ch - "The Senso of Res cnﬂihilit " See also
Sehweltzer "The Philosophy of Civ1lization.
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whieclh resulis from the iffcchability of our ections snd pre=

vents us in the eternal 1lux of things to ever observe that
~which 18 in the act of ouserving itsell, Lo ever causally
deleprmine the inner connectedness of events. This dlrected=
ness of 1ife is the source of the dual qualitles of world-~
loneing and world-dreed that ariaas from our consciousnoss
of rorball ty nnd our lonellnoss in a world in which we can
never graap the total 1nner moaning of o»hers. The riddle
of time opens up for lan, not to be classified 25 a catesory
of Reason as Kant attempted. Space is a cqnceptioﬁ, but
time rcprasents a Genotetion for something inconcelvaula,
It expresses itself in the eternal becomlng that is the
gasonce of Msn and that attains pure beling - pure space =
only at the momont of nhis death. Cﬁuaality npplies to the
stiff-forms of veing; Destiny, fate domlnate becoming.
Lestiny snswers lie guestion of when causality of how,. All
of 1ife is permeated by en innor destiny that can nevar te
defined, history @lscloses s majJestic uniolding that one
con only intultively parcoive, never caunally classify. Txist-
ence ébn titubtes & mystic relsoiions hip o the ‘extendsd es=
pecially wncoaslble to the ertist and the grest atatesman,
the wystery end the essenco of which ench culture percelves
in s dlif ent fashione. |

ind what <does S$pengler see with this intultive vision?
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iy boundless mass of humen Beings, flowing ln a stream with-
out benks; up-strecm a dark psast whereln our time-sense
"1pses 21l powers of definitlon and restless or uneesy fancy
. conjures up géoloﬁical-poriods to hide away en eternally
unsolvable riddle, dowvn-stream a future even 80 dark and
timeless" - such is Spencler's view of human history. Over
this surface there suddenly emerge the forms of the great
cultures, organic beings with thelr own inner necesgsity and

their deep logle of hecoming. They go throurh all the stages

of orgenic 1life, youth, maturity, decline nnd old age, Thelr
youth is a period of infinite yearning in which every action is
an sugury of things to come and in wkich ert, philosophy and
rollitics unconscicusly embody the gosmic best., In the rradual
maturity of growth the mystery of 1ife 1s dlssipated, its
proble%n sanswered, the questions thought fhrouah, the great
form lost. Irrevdcably over the bodles of a humsnity that:
can no longer but secept, Cresarlsm approsches embodylinm 1t--
self in nll the traqitional'trappings of life, Humanlity

flows into clitles ond smidst bread ond circuses, amidst e
repetition of cateclysmic wars tha civilization petrifies and

cies,

Therewith dlsappesrs not only 1ts outwerd power, but also

its inner meaning, of which eech eulture constructs its own

1. Spencler - The Declino of the Weat - Volume 1. p.105.

RSB oy o b DR s 5 a
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1ife-aymbol, Thus the Greek Gods died with the. Classical

aoul oné so the Western Yorld hes started on its slow bbt
cerbain decline,

Spengler grasped the essential mystery of life that

Kent found in tbe‘expsrience of freoedom. He renlized that

- every event represents not only =n effect, but =lso en 1in-

waré experience, the key to raesults Incommensurable with our
intentions. la affirmed that there are certain ultimete gonls,

which ho hypothesis can prove, end no sophistry ever deny, ex-

pressed in such words as hope, love, beauty, luck, fear. These
sre the symbols that are veiled in mystery and no definition
caen get 1n touch with what feel when we utter these words.

He Imew that intuitive perception (the CGermsn erfuchlen) cone
tains the key to some mysteries, Just asvcausality_reveala

the solution to others.

Yet what does Spengler experience in hlstory? An end-
less unfoldine of a cosmiec beat that expresses 1tself in the
sole alternatives of subject esnd object, a vast succession
of catszstrophic upheavsls of which power is not only tho men-
ifestation but the exclusive sim; a stimulus of blood that

not only pulses through veins but must be shed end wlll Dbe

shed. He feels in short only what hlstory anlso demonstrates
phenomenally; he has not experienced the mysteries and there-

by derived n level of transcendence, he hns solved them end
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will sse_ln that solution history's only meaning.l
W iesaseenealivorything i8 éétgrminnd;" the devil tells

lyan Kuramazofr?"and humenity is settled forever. But as,

éwinz to man's ihveterate stupidity‘lhia cen not come ahout

for at leest a thovsand years, everyons who recornizes the

truth even now may legitimately order his life as he plesses,
on the new primciples. In that sense 'nll things sre low-
ful' for him, Vhat's more, even if this perlod never comas

to peas, since there 1s enyway no God snd no Immortality,

the new man may well become the mon-god.....s"

re Wi o PHG hud Buhs ontiome: of Bpendlew s
rosition, the dllemma of which 1s expressed in this strik-
ing phrase: "In fhe world of history the ﬁomnn caused the

Galilesn to be crucified - that wes hls Destiny. In the

1

other world (of Ceusality snd morality) Rome was cast for
percdition and the Cross became the pledge of Redemption -
thet was the Will of God.“3 But the Cross on tha hills of
Jerusalem has iong disappeared, the temple is in rulns, and
the Komsn leglons are not even a memory. Yet on roadaldes
all over the world, in the souls of whole civilizstione the

Cross stilll stands, TIs that all that 1s implied by destiny

then, this death and that Crosa?

Th annlysis holds true only if one int:rprota Spengler's
Ehiio 3 e tg

sophy as_ embodyins norm3 of sctivity, Thour is is
Fe ususl enelysis 1t is by no means a necessary one, 368
post Ch."SEenn or'', Ch:"The Sense of Reenonsibilitzﬂ'
tast$30¥q5 - The iBrothers Karemaszoff - The licdern Library
e . e

Spengler - op.cit, Vol II. b. 1l16.
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Spenzler hod a vislon of the rorld-aa-r xpericnce bub
his concludions do not £111 its vastnass. His'po»tio'
im sq‘naLLon bocame fsuscinated hy the mere enalysis of: -
pcrer phanOﬂena. Fis spproach through 1ntu1tive percep— ;
tion reveals no more than the empirical nnnlysis of Toynboe.1
The narrow coniinenent or menning tor thﬂ spocif c soula of
euch uulqua Beems Proibrary. Thera 1s meaning not only in
the ssplrations and symbels long doad, but 1n those that
have been continued as the matrix for other civllizatlona.
Thouqh Spenpler would reply that nc Culture ever underqtanﬁa
another in juat its originel connotation, ha has railad to

do justice to the lmpect the adoption of sny ellen form must
: ; ‘g

of nocesslty exert on its user, The continuity of certain

aspscts of ethical, nmesthetic ond political problemation 1s
gs significant, as 1ts cyclical fluctuation cnd should have
been especlally accessible to a vislon of history-ss-inward
exporience, Thourh Spengler's inslghts are challenging end
his precictiona perheps correct, they do not sxhsust the

meaning of history.

Toynbee probed for this deeper meening but looked for

interdependenca of two philosophers - see post,
Toynbeo.
podt . Ch. ";pnnqler.
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,‘Pmplrifﬂl verificati"n into histo“y 1nstead of into h¢m491r;>

nting almcst completaly Spengler'° ﬂethudolngy of cOomt=

.pnrlﬁu civilizaticns in their politicsl occurrences, 0§
“woll as in ‘helr esthatic nnd Lheolopicﬂl me nlfestatiohn,
he attemptea Lo ﬂolve ona proalem to which Spengler never
-;dﬁresséé.himseif: %het causes the emergence, out of form-
"':10"33""1-4&:&1:.:1'1 L—}; “of tne gonus culture?

7 Iogmbse finda the anwar in the coctrlne of challenge
-;gnd réspouse. L;fe presnn s a series of prablems each 8
~¢hallenge to undergo en ordeal, 7he inltiel successrul re=

acticn consfitutaa the civilization's tirth, Its growth is

not-detarminca by an organic necessity but accomplishes it-
aelf throuzh the response Lo succossive chollenges. Esach
solution does rnot lesd to an equilibrium but createa an over=
balence which in turn becomes s new challenze, FProgress
censes when sociéties fail to raéct to new stimuli,

A civilization grows throush the leadership of a
crentlve minority whicii direcis the majority, by mimesis,
a soclal arill, in the absence of direct inspiration, Yet
in every civilization mimesls eventually breaks down and the
croative rinority becomes s cdominant minority substituting force
for charm., Tho progressive differentistion of a civilizaetion in-
to = dominant minority ond an internal proletariat, which is in,

but not of, a glven soclety, with ereativity and meaning stunted,
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aiverts enercios into other - worldly pursults, cuhﬂlngt-

ing in a trenscendental knowledge of the unity of mankind

throumh a universal church, By this act of faith the in-
ternal proletarist rescues the values of the collepsing
societby, which 1t,embod%es.1n the new civilization erected
by the vicérious oxternal proletariast on the ruins of the
old, %he decay of civilizations has ns its outward menl-
festations a universal state, in which the internal schism

occurs, a perlod of contending states gné a finel npocalyp-

t1g emergence of & higher reltgloﬁ as the embodiment of the
mesning of historye.

Toynbee's theory of Challenge-nrd-Response is very
gimilay to Hegmell's dilalectlce. ' It consequently does not re-
rrosent a negatlon of determinism but a desecription of 1ts
operntion, The snrlyals of response elmost exclusively in
terms of challenges leads to & more refinenent of the Tn-
vironment theory. Since Toynbee attempts to verify theolos-
ical assumpticns by an cmpirica} method, success becomes the

ouly eriterion of moral fitness, Survival reveals God's

sanction to the elect, History's purpose is identicél with

man's aapirations,
The unsatisfactoriness of Toynbee's philosophy derives
from his method. Though his conclusions give rn intimation
ik

of transcendentdl experience, they are .not supported by

1. 1n ths Concept of Transfiguration.
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his data. The attempt to find a ceusal realization of &
fdivine purpoce in the manifestetions of pdlitical power

results 1n such inconalstencles as the assertion that the

miracle of Christisnity will save the VWest, desplte the
. cellapse of overy other civilization, and despite the
fact that in Toybbee's scheme universal churches sppesr
gs concomitents of disintegration.

in inward experience cannot be proved by empiriea1$ﬂu

dats, however, A philosophy of history wilthout a profound
metaphysics will forever juxiapose surface date &nd cen

never satisfy the totality of men's desire for meaning,.

Spengler had a vision but dld not press its implice-
tlons. Yet his intultion of History-as-sn FTxperience has
pointed the way to the solution qfrthe enigma posed by
the experience of freedom and the lmowledge of nscessity.
Lant renlized that the phenomenal world is explored in vain
for a proof of those ideas, "the possibilitles of which no
human intelligence will ever fnthom; but the truth of which
no sophlstry, will ever wrest from the conviction of even the
commonas t man."l An enelysis of historical phenomena reveals

but the inevitability inherent in completed action. Freedom,

1, Xant - Critique of Precticsl Reason. p. 231 (Xant's
. Thsovy of T.thica) translated by 7. K. Abbott,
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on the other hand, testifies to rn act of solf-tronscendence

which overcomes the inexorability of events by infusing
them with its spirituality, The ultimate meening of his-
tory-ss of 1ife- we con find only within ourselves.

whet 1s theo content of thls transcendental experionce?

“hls 1s not csy to express. Y%hen Socrates in "the Republic”

15 sskeé to explaln the "ldea of the Good" he replies that

it cen not be defined, Men cen attain 1ts vislon only by
snalogy, by studylnz those cbjeccts which conteln some portion
of the ultimate reality, such =s beauly, astronomy, nathematlcs,
Heflection maey then 1e;d to 2 sucdden 1liluminstion which will

revaal the trnnscenéeptﬂl condition of =1l knowledge.

Dostojevski has been cslled “the grest crimminal,®  Yet
Tostojevaki's insight into the depths, his very sbillity to do
ao without flinehinz, rested on a salntly recognition, of this
treanscendence, on An apprehensicn of the unity of msnkind,
axbressed in'tﬁe concept of love ss the mysticsl bond of the
universe,

2
"If you love everything" says Father Zoslima "you will

percelvé the divine mystery of things" and "What grows llves

and is alive only through the feeling of its contnct with

Thomas Mann - Introduction to Short Novels of
Dosto jevski. :
Dostojevskl = The Nrothers Keramasoff - P«283,

e e
= TP L
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otler mysterlous worlda, If thet feeling is 1oat the

hasvenly growth will die away 1n you.

And "the Idiot" expresses the longing for a final

enlrination of £ll destiniea: "what‘éxtfarcnce can it meke

if the tension 1is abnormal if the reault itaself, if the

noment of sensation, when rememberad end axam*ned in th3
heal tny state, proves to be in the highest degree harmony
.end beautyy and v:ves an unheard of und undreamed of feol-
ing of completion, of balence, of aatiafaction ond exult-
ant prayerful fusion with the highest synthesis of 11fet"®

There exist two levels of historieal enalysis then;

the empiricsl which classifies historical data by 4ts pheno=
menal appearance and will perforce disccver a cyclical
pattern and the ethical which views history as = Koy to
sction. 'The doctrine of immanent necessity representsa the
outsider's view of history, the conception of & person who

has no% experienced tho nccomplishment of the evont. o

representation ef 1nevitability cbn'however’abaolva the
individual from riving his own mesning to his own existence.
lecozslty describes the prst but freedom rules the future,
Purposes revenl a task to be achieved, on expresslon of

a soul, not sn attribute of historical events, The ethieal
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heals ‘of conéuct dependa on the trenscendental experience

;hpiied by Pl&to, Kunt ‘or Dostojevaki,
= Does this maan that mysticism contnina the only key
to hiitory, Hith reason but an obstacle to the ultimate de-
uerqina ion of the meaning of 1ife? Kant has alraady aNeweT=
ed tha question. zuarallty derlvas from a ﬁyStic relation=
: iip»tcrthe Infinite ,1 a personal exprrigncelﬁh;ch elevates
.man QbDVG ths raalm of neoessity. This tran3cendontai eX=
;pnﬂiqnve, Huwever, enables reason to give rules of penerul
appll cability. Tha categorical mgaretiva is no* a law in
‘the opﬂinary sonse “ut a guida to ﬁn nction postulated by
”tha (320 erienca of freedom.z Kant's philosophy of hiatory
is an emanation of this trenscendence, a corollary to damon-
strgte the kingdom of ends, where each mon 1a hoth subject
and legislator; the highest concept nchteved ty the Western
ulnd of the dignity of the 1nﬂividual.5
What is the relationship then of morallty to a ﬁhil-
oaopny of history? The magic attitude can find no such rele=
tion andrmust have recourse in the "men-god," md a cdetermin

istic psychology. Viewing the succesalon of pgrowth and decay,

Ksnt does not reull{ say this, But his postula*ion of God,
freedom =nd ilmmorta iLy imply 1t. For the caterorical tm-"
parntive can. only serve as a nucessity of thought to a
cortaln attitude, See post, "Hlscory and Man's ZIxperience
of Norality."
nai solub‘v connrctad witi: a concept of limlts see posts
The Sense of Responsibility,"
0n1¥ ﬂ1uhe"“tnrnal Peaco,' not in the "ldea for a Universal
HisYory," sce post.
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he wars, the cestruction of valuss, one 1s tempted to agree
1 .

with Hegel Monly by consoling ourselves that it would not

be otherwise cen we cccopt theéss enormitles," Life does

agem Just m process of dylng, power dooas soem the criterion
of walues Trasymechus'! queatlon doss appeer unanswérabla.
Yet out of this unfolding of seeming lnevitablliiy,
theie appears bo emerge e feelins of humility, e recognition
by mn@ of hls limits,. fKnow thiyself” - was the motto of the
oracle of Telphl, This was not meant psycho-analytically but
iied: "Know that you are a men and not God," From the
scoeptance of limlts derlves the feeling of reverence whieh
3508 hlstory not merely as an ordeal, or mankind as a tool
vut as a deep fulfillment, Thia feeling of humllity; this
seimowlodgement thet one ig ¥en and not God, has es its
fu11 implication the concept of tolerance, the very basls

&
for the dignity of the moral personaliily of the individuail,

And vet a last dllewmmz emermes, Iven though our con-

templation of history may yleld as its deepest meaning a

Hegel, 'The Philosophy of listory. p. 35,
Sne post Cl: The Sense of Reaponsibllity,
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feeling of 1imits as the basla of the ultimate morsl per=

sonality of man, we sre still faced with the fact thet

no clvilization has yel been permenent, no longing com-
pletely fulfilled; npo answer ever gone unchallenged, It
i & Gifficult question and one must not reply dogmééi;
cellye

1t is not easy to define what degree of perman=
énce what hops of apocalyptlc fulfillment a value or &n
pttitude requlres. Perhpps the exrerience of living
offiers a clue, Ve know we past dle and yet live with a
sense ol etornitj. We ¢En never prove that our sctilon,

cven A second 8EO, Was really freely willed oand yeb

enterteln no doubt of our [r-edom S e8ch new situation
erises, Desplite the 1imits of our 1ife, we know that
our sctions are irvevoceble end that even inactivity
posits an chsolute rel#t;on. we cen live thils dilemma
only by a measure o; ecceptance ané iespltu the knowve-

~ iedge of the transitcriné;s of our lot, with a mode
of permanence.

This acceptance ls not e kismetlc resiyg .atlon

vut an eetive recognition of limits, which enablos man
to face and tranacend the mijesty of hh; flow of history

snd the directness of 1ife. . is the profounder

1, For full development see post "The Sense of Responsibility,"”
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meoning of Goethe's poen that Spensler chose as the

theme of his philosophyt 3 =

In the Tndless, self-repoating
flows for evermore the same.
Viyriad erches, springing, meeting,
hold et rest ths michty freme,
Streams from nsll things love of living
grandest star end humblest cled.
A1l the strainine, sll theystriving
1a eternal pcace in Ged,

wenn im Unendlichen Tmssclbe

Sich wiederholand ewlg fliesst

Daa tousendfaeltig Cewcelote

Sich kraeftig ineinanderschliesst,
dtroent Lebenslust aus sllen Dingen
Lem kleinsten, wle dem groessten Stern
Und slloss Draengen, elles Ringen

Ist ewlge Ruhe in Gott, dem Herrn




Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 68
Image ID: 15212857



Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 69
Image ID: 15212858

Chapter II

HISTORY AS IWTUITION

Spenﬁlei'
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IN'IRODUG 'I‘ION
Spengler denied that hlstory warked Lowarua p\\rposea 4
aaceft&innble by rational analysia. Frogress is a causality

meoaed by the 1ntellect, mm'a reaction te the dual quali—

ties of world-longlng a.nd world—fear th.n.t are the result of

his relation as a microcos:: towards a macrocosm, hisg ncnos-.'la.‘lge g

of limits , the ‘sertainty of death.

: 7 Hlstory, on tho other hand, oon"ains the oroblem of
notlo'i, the cnig,ma of the evar—unique experiencs, the dllerma
that forcaa mn not onl to obaserve the movament in a scene, :
buL &t Lhe same time to participnte in that movement. ThHis
_*.mpusqlbil;‘.:y of ever observiang that which is-in the process
of observing itself, leads to the inner experience of a destiny
idea, i-.hat 1a llved wlth abaolute certalnty by every man of
the early culture and the beat of which 1s ever decreasing in
the late Mogalopolitan. q Destiny representa eternal becoming,
the intultive answer to the question of when, the source and
resolution of all of mﬁ'a hope, the ultlimate r;:alization of
inevitabllity.

Causallty governs the become, with space as lts repres-

entation, Becomlng and being, Space and Time, Wisdom and In-

tellect, Freedom and Necesslty constitute the truec polarities

of 1ife, glving rlse to man's interpretatlon of exlstence elther

under the aspect of the }‘Jorld-ss-lflstory or the World-as-Kature,
The crdering cf history into anclent, medleval and

modern, the Darwinian theorj of evolution, the .concept of
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infinlte human pfogreas become equally meanlngless. Instead,

there emerge the shapes of the great cultures, as the carrlers
of allhof the meaning of humanity. Dach is a product of the
g01l in which 1t grew, awakening in a moment when the fe&r of -
death and the longing for life ayntheslsed into a picture of
the world from which emérges the Grand Myth, the symbol of all

the problems and all the potentialitles inherent in the culture.
ﬁm.inward representation of this image ls the culture's soul.
Eaéh cﬁlture ﬁaa a determinate life-span before returning to

the biblogical ages that spawned it in the shape of eciviliza-
tlon, a astate of absoluite finlshedness wlth the problems answered,
the style lost. Phllosophy of history to Spéng}er 1s not a ques-
tlon of 1nduatfiously edding epochs to epochs, nor qf the mere
scientific collectlion of data. Data provides but the raw-
material, the condltion for the higher experlence, the physlog-
nomic tect, which 1lluminates the meanling of the symbols, gnd
explains the stages of devalopmont. The morphology of history
is Spengler's task, one eminently fit for a Fauctian (Western)
Thinker.l Cultures are compared in terms of thelr lnner mean-

ing. Thelr contemporary epochs reveal functions of identical

stages In developrient.
Becoming and become, destiny and causality emerge as
man's problems at every stagz and permeate e&ll his creations,

art, the atate, religlon, economics and natu;al—sciencc. And

l. See post.
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at the end of the road, whlle Caesarism rules ln-:the Megalopolis

and man's dllemmas are thought through to ateei;ﬁtight‘sha:per
ness, occura a rioment of realization that after all, the analy-
sls had not led to 1ts goal, that man holds ;n hla_hand nothing
but the early myth 1n another shape. At thls point the 5e§ond--
Religioﬁshesa comes over mankind and ldeatlon in the grand‘
style ceases 1n all flelds of actlvities. The clvillzation
petrifies, the perlod of fellah-exlstence as objects to a dés—
tiny that is no longer experlenced commences.

Since destiny ls the repreaenfatipn of the will-to-live,
dependent on the self-assurance of 1ts exponent, an analyalg
of the elements of #olitiéal success enshoa, not ln a norma-
tlve frameworlk cf purposive realizatlion but as an answer te
the pragmatlc problem of prevailing. ;

Prof. von BeckraI% rejects Spengler's ﬁhilosophy as a
metaphyslcal creation, not in the first instance baaod on sma
pirically verifled observations. This mlsses the essencaz of
an inductive method. Not the existeéence, but the adequacy of
metaphysical concepts, not thelir exciuslve foundatlon in part-
icular observations, but their applicability to the pervaalve-
ness of experlence must bs the subject of analysis.a

We must further decide how far Spengler is a follower

of Hegel's despite hls attacks on the ascription of rational

Schmoller's Jahrbuch fuer CGesetzgebung Vol. 47, p. 33
See Apperdix"A" - The Concept of Meaning.

Ses ante Ch. I - Introduction. Post Agendix A~ The Possibli-
1ty of Meaning. ; ‘
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purposes to hlstory and what was hls relation to Darwin, the

object of his ridicule and yet the chronicler in the blolog-

ical world of Spengler's political realm.

And so the last question emerges: Is 1t possible to
descrlbe tﬁe mere components of politlcal success wlthout im-
parting into the evalvation of 1ts elsments normative concepts?
Ia it possible to utillze necessity as a gulde to conduct, not
mnerely as the desgription of completed actlon? The solution' to

these problems can not be found in phenomena but only in a

personallty, expressed philosophically by its me taphyslical as-

sumptions.
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2. METAPHYSICS,
S e

"Regard the flowers at eventlde as, one after the
other, they close in the setting sun. Strange 1s the feeling
that then presses 1in upon you - a feellng of enigmatic fear
in the presence of thls blind, dream-1like, earthbound exist-
ence. The dumd forest, the silent meadows, thils bush, that
twig do not stir themselves, 1t 1s the wind that plays with
them. Only the 1l1lttle gnat 13 free - he dances still In the
evening 1light, he moves whither he will.

"Servitude and Freedom - thls in the laat and décpeat
analysls 1s the differentia by which we dlstingulsh vezetable
and anlmal existence. Yet only the plant 1s entirely and vholly
what it 1s; in the being of the animal there ls something dusl,
A vegetable 1s only a vegetable; an animal 13 a vegetable and
something else besides. A herd that huddlc’ﬁh toge ther &embling
in the presence of danger, a child that clihgs weeping to 1ts -
mother, a man desperateiy striving to force his way into God -
all these are seeking to return out of the 1life of freedom into
the vegetal servitude from which they were emancipated into
individuality and loneliness .

So begins Volume 2 of Spengler's Decline of the West
and thereln 1s to be f‘oﬁnd'the essence of his metaphysical

doctrine. Everything exlsting contalns something cosmic, the

periodicity of the seaéons,\,the rhythm of birth, life and decay.

Spengler - The Decline of the West - Vol.IT p 3.
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put &nimals do not merely exlst. They represent a unit that
has separsted itself from the All, and cen define its position
in a world-around that is felt by it as environment. '‘They are

microcosm in a macrocosm.

The cosmic has rhythm, tact, the grand harmony that .

vinds togethei* ioveré Vor croi:.-da ln momdnts of qbablﬁte word- i
lesn underatanding, tha pulsa that. unitea a aequenoe ot’ gener-
atlons into a meanlnpful whole. 'Ihla 13 Des!:lny, the aymbol
of ‘rhe ‘blood .of sex, of duratinn. : ’mls answers the questlon
of when and whlther, and represents the only method of c.pproach-
ing the px'oblem of time. 1t 13 felt ‘by the great ar*-ist in
hils moment of contemplation, it 1s embod;ed by the; atatesman
in agtlon and 1is livéd by the man of the Spring-time_ culture,
It constlitutes the essence of tragedy, the problem of "too late",
when a mement of the present 1s irrevocably consigned to the
past, _ ; 7

The microcosm contains tension and polarity, the lon-
liness of the individual in a world of strange significances,

in which the total inner meaning of others remains an etei‘nél

riddle. Rhythm and tension, longing and fear, charﬂct,e'rize
the relationship of the microcosm to the macrocosm. Organisma
contaln consclousness, (Daseln-Being). Animals represent
‘!f&k111g;Being (Waking-Cansclousness, Wachsein). Only 1in sleep
eVerytthg eéxlsting reverts to mere Belng.

For Man waking-being 1s c(;m‘ined to the realm of the

¢ys. The sounds of the night, the odor of flowers all stimulate
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~a "yhither"™ in the world of light.- OI‘ the world of scent,

man ]cﬁows-iittlo, of the nature of the .butterfly, whose crys- _°~
talline eyes focus a plotu:ré of myriad possibilities, nothing.
"1“11\13 night hds always been felt as akin to death and the ic-iea
of an invisible God constltutes the highest manifestation of
hum;'-m ;ranscondence. : : '

This has made the depth-experience the most signifi-
cant concept in manta life. The awareness of the I depends on
the recrognitivon‘ oi‘ the Thou, of the exlstence of the other 1ln
the enviromment, Just as the notlon of De-a‘_t.lny is tled wup
with the rhythm of becoming and the felt pl.xlse of the organie,
so waking consclousness comes to the fuil awareness of space,
extended only through the experlence of death. At that moment,
man first reallizes hils immense loneliness in the universe, the
eplsodic nature of his exlstence., Tne anlmal lives in & pure
pree;ent and dles without knowledge of the fact, but for man
life 1s a short span bel':.ween birth and death,

The enigma of Time firgt appears, the realizatlion of
1limita, of the translioriness of existence. Therefore the
first manifestation of higher thought occurs as a meditation
upon death.

Man rebels at the thought of the opisodic nature of
lifa, at 1ts mystery. and his loneliness in the universe. The
enigmatic which ever t‘hreﬁtens the existence of primitive man

teging to be mastered by the act of naming cobjJects, vhich serves

a3 a limitation and an assgsertion of supremacy. The wish to




Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 84
Image ID: 15212873



Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 85
Image ID: 15212874

transcend mottality develops 1lnto the process of conjuring the
world, achieved under the aspect of .cult by the relipgious acul
and under that of technique in an age the numina of vhich are
expresaed 1n theory.

In primitive societles the enigmatic 1m conquered by

-religion, which regulres forms, the knowledge of which 18 ra-
gtricted and whﬁae rites must be ;smct. As a function of the
soul's depth experlence, raligiti_m contalns the grand myth of

ensh culture, the actualization \'rf its prime svfhbol. expressed

in the upward-striving forceful God of the Gothic, the spirit

{
of God hovering in the cave-world of the Maglen soul, the stat-
s T
uesque body of the Apollinisn. \

The reactions, which origlnaily were total tend to be-
come permeated by an \mderstnnrklng or/}sir;nificancaa. Under-
standing separated from sensation is called thought. Profane

‘causality appears, aupplantingr the holy causality of religien,
in order to withdraw from the world of becoming the data which
't then dlssects, Yet natural sclence 1s nelther new nor self-
contalned, but a consequence of the religious world-picture
that preceded it, .nll its theories merely an analysis - and
even a rebuttal presupposes an object - of thes lived metaphysica
of the culture's youth. No matter how far natural‘ sclence ad-
vances, at 1ts 'edge, in the inexplicable roaidue, ever hovers

God as everything beyond the possibility of ocausal analyais,

1, For explanation of term see post. Chapter "The Souls of
Each Culture'., :
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e insolvable dllemma of time emergea: each act is
unique, ycvt sc_.’u_a;ice mug t postﬁlato on endless comparabllity
of phenomena. The world reveals a process of Veternal becr;ming,
put causallty can operate only on the become. The realm of
becoming knows only singularly c;ccurring facts, the world of
pure beling oPeratea wlth etefnal truths, The confllct of rhythm
against tenslon, destiny against causallty permeates exlstence

and history.

™wo plcturea of the world are possible: the World-as-

Hlstory in which the become is ordered with reference to the

bécoming or the World-as-Nature in which the opposite occurs.

The World-es-History presents a dynamlc process of growth wilth

the will-to-live thé only criterion of succeas‘, the only source
of motivation. In this world of facts only subJects and objects
exist, To live for abstractlions involves suf fering a deﬁtiny
insiead of being one. Its chroniclers are those individuals
vhose physlognomie tact enables them to apprehend the totallty
of events in a poetic unity, with a c.lear realization of the 1n-
sufficlency of a causal analysis, Its representatives are the
great statesmen who embody the meaning of the occurrences, the

nen of blood who feel the cosmlc beat and actualize 1t. "I -

feel myself driven towards an end that I do not know", Napoleon
stated at the deginning of the Russlen csmpaign. “As soon as I
shall have reached it an atom will suffice to shatter me. Till

X
then not all the forces in the world will prevell agalnst me."

i, Spengler - op. cit. - Vol I. p. 1l44.
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Yot the World-as-Nature,too,has 1ts triumphs. Its
linkages represent man's attempt at attaining mastery over his
destiny. It can achleve in 1ts highest form liberatlon and
freedom from the world-born fear vhich 1s the lot of waking
consclousness, the FEgo's loneliness in the face of Impagsable
boundaries. It 1s ever the task of rellglon to fight against
tm;, nowera of the blood, to wlithdraw from the world into as-

cetisn, to reallze the nscessity of tenslon and in the end

finally to love it., "Morality 1s a planned causality of con=-
1 .

duci" of eternal validity and by definitlon applicﬁbla even
if man dld not exlst.z‘ The saint must realize, however, that
his victories are not of this world. If he wants temporal
succeas the loglc of events forces him to use political weapons,
The meesing of Pllate and Chris t::5 constitutes Spengler's poetle
representation of this dilemma. The Roman asked "What ls truth?"
And in that question expressed the self-confldence of the Stats,
the pride of eminent fifneas, the entire meaning of history.
And the esnswer, not lndeed spoken but implicit in the actliona
of the prisoner was: "What is actuallty®"

Tis contains the final differentia between the two
form-worlds, betwesn becoming and belng, destlny and causallty,

history and nature. Becoming with waklng conscicusness as 1ts

Spengler ~ op. cit; = Vol II. p. 270,

See Kant's deflnition of the categorical imperative as
spplied to all ratlonal beling, not only to Man.
Speugler - op. cit, - Vol II. p. 216.
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subject, or a waking-belng that attempts to dominat;q dg;tlr&
are the essence of the antinomy, the real alternatives of
1ife. The politiclan despises the thinker and drearer - and
rightly. Tor the believer all worldly embitlon 1is sham and
deceptlon - he too 1s right, “A ruler vho atfempts to improve
religlon in the direction of practical, worldly purposes 1is

a fool. A soclologlst-preacher who tries w1::«: bring peace, for- .- ..

giveness, righteousness snd pesace into the world of actuailt]r

1s a fool also. Ko raith has yet sltered Lhe world and no

fact can rebut a falth .ecee Let 8 man be elther & hero or

a salnt, for between lles, not wiadom, but banélity."

Spengler reszolved the dilerma ofiour experlence of free-
dom and our knowledgé of necessity Into a postulate of alterna-
tives. The opposition of becomling and being, the tenslon be-
tween Deatiny and Causality, constltutes the metaphyslcal basis
of Spengler's phllosophy of hlstory. The actualizatlon of the

immanent pulse achlsvea i1ts highest form as long as its direc-

tlon is taken for granted. Waking-consciousness achleves a
gradual dominence only by reducing the lived experience of the
cosmic beat. Finally man 1s adrift in a world whose purpose
i3 no longer his own., The Culture turns into a Civilization,

petrifies and dles.
™

Spengler - op. eit, =- Voi i
Spenglar - op. cit. - Vol II.
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The 1maglnat1veneas of thia phlloaophy can rniot hide 1&&
inner complexities, however. The opposition of becoming and :
Lcing, Des t ny and Causallty, Necesslty and Freedom seems to '
reduce existence to a mere vegetating. DBut necessity explalns
onlﬁ F;';ast‘ Vactliéns. Its actuallzation in conduct requires a

-iing-coﬁﬂcibuaneas, which moreover operates with the inner
~~o-xviz..tin'1 of choice. II" the C_u.ltures are dlatinguished by
th.air strus_glc fur the actualization of an iden,l then the spec-
1ﬂnity of historf‘rééi&éh in an element of purposivenesa, not
in en inexorable des tiny. 'he World~as-History and the World-

as-Noturs are,kaz‘ter all, merely me taphyslcal abstractions for

the apprshehlicn of events, not objective modes of real occur-
2 i :

rences.

Spenglef implies that the man-of-fact lives a destiny
and thereby achleves hls triumphs. But, esgaln, thls does not
sean to prove the dominance of becoming over being,of History
over Y’Jaking—conaciousnesa-; The recognition of the immanence
depends on waking-consclousness. Instlnct 1s no guilde to pol-
itical conduc.t. Effective leadershlip 1s alwayas forced-what-
ever 1ts motives - to represent itself as the carrier of ideas,
enbodying purposes. All truly great achlevements in history
resulted from the actualization of pfinciples; not from the
clever evaluation of political conditiona.s Only plants are

pure pragmatists. The Causality which motlvates man 1s an

Spengler opscnltc s Vod, o5 ps B4,

See poat Ch, "Hlatory and Man's Experlence of Morality for
full Biscussion.”

One may, of course, define all actuslity as necesaary and
then all events become funotionu of an 1nexorability. -
qee poat Oonolusions._ K
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experlence of freedoxﬁ, not -derived from the physlcal ;orld but
from a persvnal, mystlc relationshlp to the Infinite.

Conversely the man-of-truths, the saint, represents not
merely waking-conaclousnesa. "To restrain blood, one must have
blood" says Spengler? and thereby refutes himself. What glves
the maJesty to Christ's thoughtland the driving force to Mchammed
is not thelr loglecal conslstency but thelr pertlnency to the
very baals of hﬁmn longing. Why wza Hus burned and vﬂiy daia
Luther split the church? VWhat i1s the real meaning of the
triumph of Christlanity? Beéausé the tlme was 'ripe, Spengler
would enswer. Because at the time, the coming of the Messlah,
the end of the world, the longing for the brotherhood of man
had obliterated the Classical world-feeling and thus. each man
expressed 1n converslion hls own rellglousness. Yet does thils
not mean that self-contained being 1s no more possibls than all-
pervasive becoming? Christ may have been llke a child in a
strange, remote mrld. Pérhapa the sentry under the Cross heard
Ils angulshed cry that God had forsaken him.:5 Yet 1s was not,
as Spenzler asserts, the sentry who represented the facts of

hlstory but the man on the Cross.

It might be maintained., of course, that if Christ had

hever exiated, something like nis beliefs would have triumphed

in the form of the mystery cults. It 1s in the "something",

1. See poat. Ch. The Sense of Responsiﬁlllty.

2. BSpengler - op. eclt, - Vol. II. p. 272.
3. Spengler - Vol. II op. eit. p. 215.
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however, whereln 1:19_5 the' dlfference between necesslty and
freedon, boti;een‘ljl tgndar_icy and tﬁa creative act. No actiw.t_ity,
no soclety ia wlthout its motivatlions that are given in common

‘ exéerlence and understood without affirmation. But equally
common experience will not suffice to predlict 1ndividual be-
havior. Xvery event 1s not ;r;ly an effect but an inner exper-
ience. Yet the lnner experience ls not separated from the
effect. Destiny may condition causality but equally the truths
of waking-consclousneas became the "facts" of history.

And so we find that there 1s no real opposition between

" being and wsking-belng, only two connected modes of human exlat=

ence, the organlc and the purposive , nothing but our original
question 1n a different form: "What ls thls necesslity that ac-

complishes 1tself under the mode of freedom?"
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e Development of the Culture.

Spengler saw In hils metaphysical antinomy the ey to
the growth and decay of cultures, the essence of thelir soul-
image, the basis of poii tics. Hlsforicu]_. development consti-
tutes an organic process, lts dlstingulshing charactgristic
the gradual assertion of the power of waking consclousness.
The demarcation which distingulshes the relative predominance
of the two posslble world views 1s, that between culture and
civilization, the. former an expresalon of the eternal rhythm,

the latter a manifestation of a continuously decreasing cosmle

beat.

Spengler envisloned exiatence as a biolegical process

whilch attains meaning only with the emergence of the Cultures.

Primltive humanity was engaged in a constant struggle for mere
survival, The marginal nature of life left no room for profound
ideatlon, only for a transitory religlosity dependent on 1its
supposed power of oonju.ri'ng the ldpking, enigmatic dangers,
Suddenly at approximately 3000 B.C, - there emerged the
forms of the great cultures, organic beings with thelr own inner
conception of destiny. They brought about so fundamental a
cthange that Spengler po>stulaltaa a transformation in the human
constitution. Henceforth man constructs his world-image, his
depth-experlence no longer with reference to himself alone, bhut
83 part of an experienced vhole. The degree of inter-relation-
'ahip of this experlence and its lived significance character-

1zes common membership in a culture.
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‘Each Culture constitutes an organic being with growth,r
maturlty, ol& o.;,ga and death. They awakenin a moment of infin-
ite longiﬁg, wheﬁ the fear of death, the end of the world, 't‘ha
dark mystery of the unlverse oppréas everybody's heart. Such
was the time when at the birth of Christ, the Maglan soul at-
tained iife, when the world was full of tales of a Messiah emdr
the Ciasslcal soul was diaalpatlngr¢tself in ﬁoo-platonism aﬁdi“
i’.he oriental mystery cults. Such was the moment when 1in ‘the
years 900-1000, the end ;afl ther ,world seemed near and oﬁt of U
the confused groping of the Merovingian and Carollngesn perlod
(-Charlemagne as a "ray from Baghdad")- the upward-striving:
soul of the Western (Fauatian)l culture emerged. At thaae
momenta, in the higher minds of the young culture, the environ-
nent suddenly coalesces into a meaningful plcture. All the
problems and possibilities of the future history are already
immanent in the formatlons of those early years, in the cone
struction of 1ts Grand Myth.

Each culture begins wlth a great renunclation, the re-
fusal to take over the symbols of the preceding civilization,
the selection of its own sppropriate representationa. Even if

outward menifestations of other cultures ars adopted, the very

selectivity and the content ascribed will be unfique, solltary
and essentially Incommunlcable to outsiders. The myth of each

culture contailnz ita image of  the world, the essence of its

longing, the posslblility of 1ts neture-knowledge, the basis of

—

1, See post.
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11;:1 rellpzlo’x. All nfthe “J.”at-er hiatorj reveals a proceés of
ac‘ual* zin,:, this idea and a fight against the forces that tend
to dissolve :lt from within {waking -c.omciouaneas) and the ma ter-
“jal dangers of the environment. Since the birth occurs 1n a
: morient of oppresslva tcnaion, all early mnifestations of human
; endsavar nra in i.heir emsence religious, Hatural scianco
J“_V'fenergea o*'xl*y a3 a concomitent m’ tha g*adual self-asserﬂ.on
of mklng-couacloasneaa. sPenglar considera both manifesta-

tiens of the same pha‘amena. "Forld-knowing t'orr ths man of

the highar,cu.ltura is a neced ssen aes a duty of expressing hils
1 ; :

essence." : S i =t F ;

The Culture grows An a landscape and remaina tiled to it
for the remalnder of 1ts exlstence. In the blological period
that prec_e'deﬁ the historical era a peasantry developa that 1s
closa'to the soll, and feels the rhythm of the cosmic beat.

Out of the anonymous countryside develops at the beginning of
each culture a feudal oz:(-ler whose essence 1s expfesaed in a
customary sthic of which the frame of reference 1s not good
and evil butgéood and bad and whose stlgma attaches to vulgar-

ity not sin. This aristocracy represents the world of facts

and of the meaning of what 1s about to happen. The peasantry

15 history, the aristocracy makes history.
' A priesthoocd, too, appears born out of the world-fear

~

Zpeangler - op. cit. - Vol I - p. 99.
See post. The Faustlan Soul.
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of the early perlod, the medlator between man and the other

Itimt is felt ms enigmatic. The style and Influence of that
priesthood depends on the symbol of the culture and 1ts depth
experlence. The Faustlan man, a lonely ego in a world of in-

finlte extent, whose Qod as the manifestation of omnlpotent

torce is all pervasive, buffeted on all sides by the terrible
fear of the devil requires a powerful priesthood snd the pos-
gibility of understanding roréivenesu. Te Appollinian soul,
in all essentials almost the exact opposlte of the Faustlan,
with its feelinyg for pure presence, against the background of
a Golden Age, 1ta passionate denlal of infinity, of necessity
‘felt the existence of a strong prilesthecod as s danger and none
developed. Te Maglen cave-world, in which the dlvine pneuma
hovers uneasily over man who might ever fall to the forces of
evil and whose salvation consists In the consensus of the

believers produces a type of natlon that 1s a church.

The existence of the Spring-time culture represents a
11ved metaphysics, each of 1ts manifestations a tentative grop-
ing towards the knowledge 1t will have during its noon. But
soon the harmony of the countryaido begins to be dlsturbed by
the emergence of towns. Initially merely market-places-though
primitlve peasantry ever regarda even technical mastery of
nature with mixed awe and terror (f.e. blacksmiths) - they

develop into placea from which the countryside 1s henceforth
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1 S
felt as environs. . This is the .age vwhenr scholasticlsm appears,

a presumptlon for the permanence of the world. .

The growth of the clty involves the .emancipation' of the
intellect. fhe l_iperated wa_lcing—consciousnesa begina the pro-
coss or‘domimtln;;.' the orgahic factor, until with the opléte

"destruction of the great focus, a ghapeless Caesarism rules all

2
problemation. Formerly knowledge was falth supported but with

the growlng assurance of 1ts powers 1t becomes falth controverted.
The countryslde fights a loalng battle against the city which

represents the focus of events - in the political fleld against

3 .
omic against monay. The spirit of the clty ia eritlcal and

denocm.cy, in the gpirltual agalnst natlonalism, in the econ-

practlcal. Life which used to be lived out of the self-evidence
of 1ts meaning develops into a cglculation of ﬁtilitarian pur-
poses. The great traditlon itself bscomes questionable.
Spengler finds the same tendencies In the religious
fleld. The political. requiremants of a growlng culture had in-
volved faith In the affeirs of the world-of-factas, i’he ascetlo
spirit, that sees the purpose of religion in the negation of the
1life of this‘ world, in the restralning of the bvlood, that opposes
the timeless love of God to .t'ho love of the saxes; rouses 1t-
self to & flnal effort. Reformatlon stands at the end, not at

the beginr:ing/ of a religlous develepment. EBEut where the early

Y

Spengler - op. c¢it. - Vol II., p. 91.

Noto simllarity ef thias concept to Platot's disintegration
of the Republic, vhich bsgins with an assertlon of & ques-
tioning selflshness. R :

Spengler - op. clt. = Vol EI. D.: 97.
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religlon orlginated from the coun&yside, expressed the optim-
1sm of infinite longing and represented the pulse of eternal
vecoming, the Reformation 1s the product of the city, cold,
vrilllant, austere. The bliss of the young Culture, the peace

. typifled by the smiling Mary 1s irre\}ocably lost. Religlous
fervor. rises  once more buf 1% expreésses now the hard intelllgence,
the "pedaitic ecstacy” of the Neo-Phythagoreans, Islam and the

Puritans. It holds on to its creation, & product of the deep

inwardness of the city, with a éort of terror lest 1t prove
2

unreal and is therefore Ilmpatient, piltileas, unforgiving. The
1ived metaphyaslc of the early period has in the Independent
been replaced by a cormmon devotlon to a 1:.{)nce:;:d:,;.j a set of ab-
stract and critical judgments on the faith that 1a no longer

exnperienced. Life becomes a comprehended mechanics out of which

all Puritans develop predestination as a technical guarantee
for the triumph of the elect. Another fifty years and rational

criticism alone remains supreme.

T™is leads to the age of the ).hg.l'&;lolis., the world-as-

c¢lty, the acme of a temporarily triumphant waking-consclousness.

The countryside has long reverted to 1ts ‘oloicgieal state. It
gazes on the strange creation of human art wlth uncomprehend-

Ing hatred. Such 1s the feeling of Dostojevskl towards St.

Spengler op. ¢it. Vol II. p. 301.
Spengler op. ¢lt, Vol IXl. p. 301,
Spengler op. c¢it. Vol II. p. 302.
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petersburg, which he felt "could vanish one day with the morn-
1 X 3

inz mist". All the thought and decisionas 01-' life are concen-
trated in the Cosmopolla. The splrit of the city is coldly
practical. Phllosophy frees 1tself from 1ts dependence an _
religion and submlts the whole universe including religion, to
epistemologlcal criticlism. "In tha.period cf growth life re-
vealed 1ltself, the clty-perlod has ilta a8 an object_".z It 1s
gyrbolized by the deep spirituality of Pascal agalnst the shallow
utiliterienism of ¥1ll. Life 1; no longer lived as something
gself-evident but becomes a problem of maximum happiness. Eséh'
culture developa at thlas atage 1ts own mode of spiritual ex- :
tinction. : '

The Appollinian scul, 1tas ldeal pure body, with the
opposltlon of Ent and Non-Ent, 1ts tragedy of the senseless
Incident buffeting man by the blind threads of Tyche;. with
the hero's only p'oasibili_ty consi-s ting of the grand gesture
develops 8tolclsm, a purging of the soul of whatever 1s allen

to 1%, so that 1t emerges in its pure etatuesque bodiliness,

The Western will-to-power, 1ts expresslion ever a com-

randing imperative, completes the materialization of its soul,
3

: . by the mechanistic solution of Sociallsm.
Phllosophy in the great atyle 1s firnished. No great
thinkers developed in the Claselcal after the Stolcs, and

VWestsrn thought has been stated in its final form by Kant.

Spengler op. cit. p. 193.
Spengler op. clt. Vol I. p, 365,
Spengler op. cit, Vol I. p. 341.
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A1l the 139th century accomplished was the meahanization of

-hia conceﬁta in tha spirlt 01 a utilitarlan will— to-1life.
Pormerly profound thinking was asaoclated with mathomatlcs,

fiow 1t pecanmes socle-political. 'Tha’metdphysiés'of.the Baroque
develops 1n£o.€ha eritique of so¢1ety of Hegel, Schoppenhauer
ﬁnﬂ Vieﬁaache. Dimly man yearns for a réturn to Nature. It

'is not - uhB ‘landscape of earlr Gothlc hQWEVBr, but the con--
cepuual definitloa of Rousaeau, the natural ralation of Marx.

Ksnt had a viaion ur the world es appearance or phencmona, but

to ochappnnhauer 1t_is neraly e brain-phenamonon»with utilitar-

ian connétationa. The change from the tragic view te tha
plebeian, from the feit Intultlon of Goethe, from the inward
necessity of,Shakespeare,ﬂto the frog-perspective2 of Marx 1s
complete. %Poets bulld dbut no longer sing, shapes are called
into belng not to be but to prove something.“3 The Darwinlan
theory ef evclutlon, which Iimports ths Hanchzater School theorles
Into the world of destiny and replaces the inward harmony of

the Gothic with the mechanlstic conceptlon of Alms called pro-
gress 1s the necessary product of that period. But every

deeper thinker of the 19th Century 1s Sociallstic defined by

Spengler as the impoaltion of one's vliews on behalf of all "with
attention directed towards thaﬁ velfere of mankind that Goethe

; -
and Kant never spent 2 moment's thought on." Frances of

N

dpengler @it Vel. X. p. 893,
Spenzler gl s Vol F. P 968’
Spengler oit., Vol. I. p. 156,
Spengler ¢lt. Vol I. D« 370.
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Asslssl and the Salints of the Culture!'s youth could think of

renouncing, the Soclallst concelves only of distributing tem-

porel possession.

Art, too, has beoéme formless. The early relliglous
gelf-assurance, ‘the gre_nt style which represented a rhjthm of
self-implementation 1s becoming ever less well defined, the
self-consclousness ever greater, ‘To Mlchelangelo, Leonardo,
Rermbrandt, ﬁach and Beethoven .the great style was an ald, the
scho;.ala of art produced a' high average. It liberated the artist

: i‘rom‘ struggling with form, enabling him to sour the cssence of
; his soul into the cr-ention. But with Wagner and Pergamos the
style 1s felt as a hindrance. Everything becomes huge, ever
more esoteriec and abstract in the Western, ever more ornate
and hovering in the Appollinian Culture. Finally the great
stylé 1s loat and instea& of 1deas there are continually new
art-problems coaxed out of an inwardly meaningless creatlveness.

Instead of a school, the only criterion 1s taste.

‘Natural-sclence had begun by dissecting the rellglous
world picture, both a product of man's astonishment at the

motlon of his universe, both an attempt to dominate the inex-

orability of fate. ‘The intellect ever thinks that it has
nastered truths of eternal applicebility but it can not rest

untll every questlen has been answerad and no riddle remains.
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Yot since nature is what man constructs for himself out of’

his depth experlence, that vhich we are o‘osérving Iives wilth
j

us in the process of‘observation. Woreover, every scientifie
result 1s the consequence of a qothod and the method presupposes
a bellef 1n 1ts conclusiveness. "Descartes meant to doubt
everything but certalnly not the value of his douf) ting.“2 No
Western thinker would questlon the efflcacy of empirical ob=
servation, just as no Maglan sclentlst needs to invoke the ald
of a miracle to explaln phenomena not amenable to causal analy-
sis., Thus there came Intc existence the weste;rn acience of
dynamics wlth an assertive mastery over nature and the VMag_ian
alchemy which tends to wheedle its results from a substan.ce
which in the final analysls represents only a différent ﬁode

of the.lmmanently divine.

But after a perlod of easy optimism when beth criflcal
philosophy and sclentific research relgn supreme the old ‘en-
imas re-appear. Tﬁat which had brought natural-sclence to a
maximum of ipner fulfillment suddenly operates as a sol\.rent'.5
Each culture dlscovers that the ultimate questions are hnaﬁ;
swerable causally; the problem of motion remalns unresolved.
Force as the source or the cause of moilon represents the Wast-
ern dilemma, the perfect form of substance, the causslity of

1ts movement the Classibal. The hypothesis grow progresaively

Spengler op. clt. Vol, I. p. 388.
Spengler op. olt,, Vol. 1I. p. 18.
Spengler op. clt. Vol. I. p. 417.
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more abstract and inelusive the various flelds of knowledge
converge ever closer, .In a moment of painful clarity it be-
comes apparent that amidst all the abstruseness, the ever sharper
definition of conceptual quantities, whlch moreover 1llke the
concept of Force determine the structure of the experiment a
priori, there eri:erges nothing but the myths of the apring-time

in modern form. Then In the grey light of the beginning clv-

1lization man reallzes that the tenslon created by his waking-
consclousness ﬁas become too great, that the quest for knowledge
i3 without end and his tired soul plunges 1lnto the peacé of the
Second Religlousness.

Yet where the early religlon was the grand symbollsm
of an emerging soul, the citizen of the megplgolls. —~ith the
cosmic beat in him ever decreasling clings desperatedly to his
cults, hls Theosophy, hls rellglous fads. In the Springtime
reason was felt as a support of falth, In the maturlty faith
was concelved as subject to critical analysis and an enlightened
waking-consciousness sought to find 1%ts own position towards-
life (WQltanschauung), but now falth alone 1s the criterlon.
T™e flight from reason prevalls, the bellef that there 1s some

mysile constitution of actuality as to which formal proofs are
2

barren,

As the Culture turns itself into a civilizetion and the .

1. Spengler op. cit. Vol. I. p. 425.
2. Spengler op. cit. Vol. IXI. p. 310,
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mosges of the world-city seek to flnd release from the polar-

ities in *their soul 1n Penem et clrcenses, in nigger-dances and
1

sports, Caesarlsm ecmerges In the polltical organization re-

placing democracy which has become an empty shell esnd ending
the dictatorship of money which 1s by now the real master of
2
pelitical 1life. It represents the eventual triwmph of the blood,

of helng, over the stralned waking-consclousness of the Mepapolls.

Pure power, the coursing rhythm of ever-becoming re-assert them-
selves and desplte tradltional travpings, even because of thenm,
a formless Torcse permeates all aaspects of pollitical life.

Nothing, accordlng to Spengler, can save the dying

civilization. The sterility of all late man ensues, a meta-
3

physlcal turn towards death. The tragic symbollsm which in
Shakespeare could 1lift an incident into a destiny has in Ibsen

become the problematlon of soclal events. Woman, whom the man

of *he Spring-time culture concelves as the mothsr of hls child-
ren constltutes for the C‘osmopolitan a companion for 1life, an
object for the blendin_g of dispositlions, No attampt, however
frantlec con arrest the decline in population. Nelither the
msrriage lawa of Augustus, nor the wholssale adoptlons, nor

the incessant implantation of Garbarians, availed to check this

5 4
process in the Hellenic world.

See post Chupter: Politles, Economics, the Machine.
See poast Chapter: Polltlcs, Economlcs, the Machine.
Spengler op. olt. Vol II. p. 105.
Spengler op. cdts Vol II. p. 106.
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"When reasons hsu)c to be put forward in a ques tion fqr

1ife, 1ife itself 143, Letuse xjrd'fil-énﬁ(i‘ié’g‘ii_.“" “ e animal ele- . oo
nent, the tz;'ainé'-dVwé‘]‘:ingn'csldh\sciéﬂéraﬁe'sis has ‘eaten ‘up the 'p'ia:nf

side and the drlve inte the future vhich binds together a se-

quence of‘generaticms Into a pufpésefui orp.;énirsm-is at An end. --

™e pobulation returns to a fellah-type state such aa the

' today. ilere all gr&wt_h has ceased and. the V‘alblogical soquen;c,e.

of generations with millenia for time-spon re-emerges.  Vskinge

consclousness has succeedr;d in g?@freﬁir{g the becoming, in -

petrifying the great symbolism. A‘ex in the 1living Culture the
estate and rece are 1n antithesis as the ‘imﬁersonal and the .
personal, so In the fellah-state the oppositicn is betweﬁn the
mags snd the caste as the formal agalnst the foruless. The in-
tellectuallty, subtlety and dignity of this form world may be
consldereble attested by the heights from which an Indian Lrah-
aln looks down on a Westerner. But history has ceased for the
Civilizatlon. It has become an object for Cultures and psoples
vio will to be a destiny and the period of contending States
~has left it physically end morally exhausted.2

"And so high history lays i1tself down weary to sleep.

Man becomea a plant again, adhering to the soil, dumb and en-

durlaz, The timeless village and the eternal peasant re-appsar,

—

1, S8pengler op. e¢it. Vol II. p. 106.
2. Spengler op. ¢it. Vol II. p. 108,
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pegetting children and burying in Mother Earth - a busy, not in-

adeqﬁait;é'ﬁwarm, ovre.r which the tempest o-f aoidier-einpero_r:i pgss:
1ng1‘,'r-- bib\:m.. In the mldst of the land Melthe 61;1 'iworirr.l-c ti{as,
emprt;&. fecéétacles of an thiﬁguished soul, in which a history-

;i leséhr‘nankind_ slowly nenis itself. ¥en live from hand to mouth,
wi_tﬁ pet'ty'r_th:-ifta and petty fortunea and endurs. Masses are
t:-amplqd <-m Vin the conflict of the conquerors who conitend for
t%;é power aﬁd't.{he. apoll ;:1“ this worid. but the survivors fill
wp the gap with primitive fertility and suffer on. And while
in ‘r-x_i;gi{-p-].aces there 13 the éternal ultarm'tion of victory and
delest, these iﬁ £he depth pray, pray wlith that mighty plety of
the Second Religlousness that has overcome all doubtz forever.
Tere, in the soula, world-peaca, the peace of God, the bliss
of grey-balred monks and hermits 3s becomo actusl-znd there
alone. It has awakened that depth in the endurance of suffering
vhilch the historical man in tﬁe thousand years of hils develop-
ment has never known, Oﬁ}.y with the end of grand History does
holy, atill being reappear. It 1s a drama noble in its simless-
ness, noble and almless as the course of the stars, the rota-
tlon of the earth, and the alternance of land and sea, of 1ce
and virgin foreat upbn its face. We may marvel at it or we may

9
lament 1t - but 1t 1a there".
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'_ causal worklng out of rational plans. He subatlituted a mor-
~ phology of history, the world-as-experience, evolred by images

of compelling power and great Anwvard beauty., Cultures are or-

menlsms, thelr 1l1fe-span, extent and death Impliclt in the very
problems of thelr youth. The soul of each Culture, a function
of 1ts depth experlence, constructs an Image of the world which

binds 1t to the soil 1n which it grow, acts the linlts for the

possibillties of 1ts natural-science and religion, determines
the problems that must be answered. Oradunlly the tensions .
created ‘by the dominance of walking-being becomes too great, the

form 1s lost, the Culture transforms 1tself into a Civilization.

4 Slovly, it stiffens end dles, returning to the blologlcal ages

that spawned i!_:, 1ts inner meém.tng fulrille:i, no longer the
master but the obJect‘or des tiny.

Yot the brillisnce of this pilcture and 1ts in many ways
psychologlical depth, cannct overcome the difficulties inherent
In the underlying me taphysical assumptions which frequently fail
to meet our twin tests of consistency and relevancy.‘l They fall
short of the former because Spengler never makes clear what

exactly he means by Destiny or the experlence of Time. In the

blological ages which precede the Culture and in the tellan state
that follow waking-consciousness is at a minimum. Does this en-
during mankind represent the essence of the Destiny-experience?

Te 1ife of the Culture conatitutes a process of actualizing

1, See post. Appendixlh, Concepta of Meaning p.
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2 : - ’
the pozsible, all 1ts manifestation profound syrbols of 1its

view of ‘the world. Yet thé soul of the culture, 1ts depth ex-

perience, ls given symbolic expression by making consclousness.
It appears that everything which glves decper neaning to the
 cultare and lifts 1t above the level of primitive socletles re-

sults from an aware purposlveness, not e purely organlc destliny.

""Te Gulture had bound 211 forces im a strict form. Yow they
2 v .

were released - and Nature broke forth", seems an sAmission

that the cfeative aspect of growth reveals the constructlon of

waking consclousness.

Each Culture not only goes through similar phases of

.
. youth, maturity, age and decline but i1ts political and artistie

srbodiment at each.ataqe 1s identical.:5 This too 1s difficult
to secept. If aéch soul eonstltutes a counter-concent to the
world and its 1ife-s1})an represents the gradual realizatica of
1ts 1mﬁence, one \;fould expect the historical development to
differ rccording to the vision of 1ts enviromment and the 1dea
aktempted to bg'_ actualized. Though everything organic has its
3 peviods o:f youth, growth and decay, these phenomena do not em-

vtmdy themselves in identical form. M"Western His tory was villed
“ond Classlcal history hzxppaned“4 means nothines 1f we postulate

E ine nacesalty o'f‘ a pollticel development tﬁat: has the same poll-

5
tleod organization at each stage.

Spengler'a definition of the soul - Vol Lv:pe B4,

Spengler Vol II. op. cit. p. 418. ] .

Or morpelogous as Spengler call functional inter-relationship.
Spengler op. cit. Vol I. p, 125.

Spenger-op.cit. Vol II. p. 296.
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As a matter of fact, Spengler is hard put to find un-

iformity, even between the Claasiical and ﬁestern Cultures, re-

sulting in the definltlon of the &thenian Hall aw ibis Ciaaathal
equivalent of dynastic feellng. But granting Spengler's thesis
of ldentlcal political institutionalization two conciusiona
sceu Inescapable. To begin with, reallty as an emsnation of
the Ego may not present totally different aspects to each cul-
't.ure, but centaln a modlcum of continulity of problemation, In
thls sense significance attaches not only to the newly adopted
symbols, not only to the "Great remunclation" but also to the
taking over of symbols and instltutlons and their recurrence at
similar stages of development.

Furthermore, Spengler's empiriesl datal i1s confined al-
most exclusively to the Appollinian, Maglan and Faustlan cul-

tures, with contemi:orary perlods in other cultures frequently

merely postulated. The very possiblility of making an analysis
of the "soul" of a culture implies a degree of inner correla-

tlon. The divergences between the cultures may merely hide an
underlying unity, expressing 1tself in a continulity of problem-

ation. These problems emerge more clearly in Spengleris elabor-

atlon of the souls of the Culture.

i 1. 0a test of relevancy - see post - Ch, II The Concepts of
g Meaning.
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‘e Souls of the Culture - The Appoilinian Scul - Image.

Spengler - in obvious rellance on Kent - calle his

philoscphy & Copernlcan revolution freeing the study of history

from theoretlcal miaconceptions that had prevented the full
reallzation of 1ts lmplications. Just as Copernlcus liberated
natural sclence by treating the earth as accldental instead of

normative, so Spengler concelved hisg morphology as an analyala

of functional rather than tempcral inter_reiatianshitis. '.H.ia‘-“.sry
represents the self—raaliz'atlan_ of the Vaoula of Cultures th‘elrr
differences conaequences of ’v‘hrying woflﬂ-viewa. “COnten.xpor-
ary" means 1dentlical stages of ‘an organic dévelopt_ueﬂt.

Yet' what 1s the soul? Spengler finds his anawér in
the bellef of every philésophér or sclentist in the existence
of some thing subject to rational analyais.s "The question of
whether the forms of thought are ever approachable by thought,"
vhich to the layman might appeer dublous, 1s nevertheless held
83 an article of faith by every psychologist. The barrennesa

of technical psychology reaults from the impossibllity of con-

ceptuélly-dissectlng the inwardly certain, of importing defini-

tlonal notions into the world of becoming. No system ean offer
tnalytical criterion for such realities as Jealousy, regret or
4

artlstic intention.

In order to maintain the unity of Spengler's development,

I have placed all my comments, poat at the end of the section
Maglen soul.

Spengler op. cit. Vol, I. p. 94.
Spenglar op. oit, Vol. II. p. 311,
Spengler op. cit. Vol, I. p. 299.
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Spengleﬁ'u mntanhy.slcal antinomies reappear, Causal-
1ty can serve for the apprehension of Phenomena only insofar
a8 nature is-gonooived as ote:-nally posaible. The soul, however,
not & phenomenn, but an image derived from ths primary and
cont 1nu1ng exparience of lifo and death. Every free moving
be imf mustﬂunders ta-xd the wo*ld aroq.nd it as a condition for
aurvival . The n:nawleiue of the maorocosm 88 'a technical end
ompirioal matery 18 the Horld-as—ﬂaLure. But beyond the en-
rivnn:rent man divines the p'reaenoe of a "somethiug other" 1in

both hipzx_ap;f and others, which by virtue_of 1ts physiognamically
impresaive pow.ere.' evokes thé dssire to know and 1s enxiously
pondered. Thua the notlon of the soul arlses, as an image of
everything in man which can never be causally knovn, as a
counterwefld to nature, as a mode of visuallzing what will al-
¥ays be Inaccessible by the light-world of the eye.

The soul's representation reflects Spengler's me taphya-
leal scheme. Its image 1s & my th pondered religlously by tha
splrituality that still sees God in nature and analyzed con-
teptually as soon as Nature comes to be observed criticallys;.
Just as Time constitutes a counter-conoept to Space, so the
Notion »f & soul 1s the invarsa of .the plcture of the worid.
"Every paychology becomes a counter-physics."l This prevents
an exact science oi' the scul, of universal applicability, since

Swch an analysis 1s a function of the depth -experience of 1ts

R |

E 1 1. Spengler op. oit. - Vol. s e 0 s B




Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 136
Image ID: 15212925



Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 137
Image ID: 15212926

culture. The Apollinian constructed its inner world as a group
of excellent parts. The Western thinker.conceivea his image
as forces of thinking, feeling, willing. The Maglan psycholo-
glst views hls soul as an airy substance (ne.pesh.ruachi in con-
junstion with e=bodily substance, both deriving reallity only

from an infusion of the divine pneuma.

Spengler defines the image of the soul as the possible
. 1 :

end ‘the World as the sctuwal. Thus life 1= the process of
actusllzing the possible, the hlstory of each culture cons ti-

tutlng a ripening and deepening of its soul-picture. This ac-

counts Tor the profound symbolism of 511 manlfestations of activ-
1ty of Cultures, and the complete lack of inner meaning of every
crestlon of both ths primitive and fellsh state. : _
Since the waking-conscicusness arrives at self-knowledge
through the experience and fear of dea-ath, the rites of burial,
the dlsposal of the bodies serve as profound inmdicatlions of the
depth~éxperlence of the different cultures. Because all art
ls an expresgsion of . world-longing and all natural sclence an
énalysls of the religious world-plcture, the grand aymbollsm of
ihe culture includes all their manifestations, with the-'proyiso
that the maturity and decline will sees a diminut tion of the

Cosmic beat, its emanatlons over more uncertain and inconclusg-

ive until the inevitable appx;oach of the fellah atate at the

——————

1. Spengler op. clt. - Vol. I. . 54.




Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 138
Image ID: 15212927



Caption:
Image ID:

"The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 139

15212928

end of the Civilization.

The Classical or Appollinian soul concelved of exist-
énce ga‘ exhausting itself 1n a pure present against the back-
ground of the Golden Age. Its pasaslonate denial of infinity
came to expression at 1ts inceptipn in the great refusal to take
over the form~world and architectural style of the Mlnoan world.
Suddeniy, abo\it 1100 B.C., wiinn lne emergence of the Mycennean
culture great architecture ceased. The barrow for the burlal
of. the dead - 1a supplanted by the burning of the éorpsqa. Wood
reiolaces stone as bullding-mat‘arin.l despite an abundance of
qﬁarriés in Hellas, Existence consists of a denial of inriﬁity,
an emphasis on pure belng. Thucydides states in his "His tory
of the Peloponesian War"™ that before the Yyear 400, his time,
not much of importance had happened in Greeace.

Life, in the Appollinian world conatlmtedla apiritual

atatle. The Gresek word for personallty is persona which does

not expreas the concept of character but describes the public

mlen, the "gesture" of 1its carrier. The i1deal of the Classical

was Cosmug, the perfectly defined, abasolute Ent, in opposition

to which space was felt, not as a challenge, but asa Non-Ent,

Chacg, the not-yet-formed. 'he self asserting Ego of the West-

ern culture, or 1ita !‘orcef‘ul, all-pervasive God would have been

: oqually alien to the Appollinian world-feeling. Man as a boedy

1. .Spengler op. eit, Vol. I. p. 318.
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achieves reallty through his relation to olther bodies, with the
Gods as the upper 1limit and the slave as the lower. This ex-
plaing’ Arlstotle's stnteﬁlent that only a feol of a God could
live alone amd makes the ldea of sn Athenlan Roblnson Crusoce
untblnkable.l The Cods were merely perfectly formed bodies of
nore than a?eragge powers; though equally subject wilth other
bodles to the blind worlciﬁg of Tyche. Zeus in the Iliad hol_d:

up the scale, not to determino, but to learn Hector's fate.
The Pl.ator“:ic conception of the aoul; as a sum cf ex-
cellent parts, with Reason in the Olympian commanding position,
emerg'eu as the classical Image Just as its yearning for con-
creteness constructed a scientific theory of statlc mechanics.

The problem of the relation between the knower and the known

Plato resolved. as a matter-of-coursse into a passage of know-

ledgs to the recipient. His captives in the cave were really

captives, objecta of the light from the common sun, not -~ as in Kant

¢ 3
egos - Imposing theilr forms on the world, not suns themselves
2
irradlating the universe.

The Attic drama was a drema of the moment. Its heroces

repregent Fuclldian bodiles, atruck- in a position they did not
choose, assalled by the blind foreces of Fate, the Jealouﬁy‘ of
the Gods, the sudden total negation of baing, a8 the most

ter";'lble of expefiences. What happens to Hamlet i1s the conse-

Quence of a meaningful inner development, but Oedipus is the

Spengler op. cit. Vel, I. p. 316.
Spengler op. cit. Vel. I. p. 311.
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victim of circumstances that could happen to enyone. The
Gr.and Gesture, which defines a ‘néi_m to other bodles, repres-
ents the only poassible course of action of the soma that 1s
velng gratﬁltously destroyed. Spiriltual characterizaticn was
prevented ‘oy the wearing of masks and the padding of figures.
nade movement almost 1mpoaslble.1 : PR ;

Classical architecture was ever forced to fight agalnagt

the assertlveness of pure being, which 1t threstened by the im-
plicatlon of permanence inherent in bullding. This giave Tise

to the Classlcal temple, of extreme poverty of form, uihce the

recognlition of many styles would have been en sdmission of e :
type of infinity. 1Its columns of unaven e;pacing‘, its accentua~-
tion o' beam and load, 1ts flat roof all served a&s a denlal of
space &nd an affirmation of the exclusive valldity of the present,
Appollinian art becéme a productlion cf great feebleness of char-_
acterization, but also of timelesas avenneaa.2

Since Nat:-ural Sclence 1s the outward .oxpression of the
soul-image, the causal descriptlon of the religious view, a
statle mechanica resulted. The human tendency to reduce 1ts
- nature-picture to the minimal forms capeble o.f intellectual

manipnlation i1ssued 1n an atomlc theory, of small, perféctly

elastic bodies, of unpredictable motion operating through shoak

&nd countershock, Motlon became not a spatial force but an at-

3 Y ;
trivute of bodles. Thus the greatest creation of the Classical

Spengler op. cit. Vol. I. P+ 325.
Spengler op. cit. Vol. I. BoLG18,
Spengler op. cit. Vol. I. p. 38S.
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sci/erit:'ifilé'nﬂné was Euolidian-geometry, the measurement and

“cireumscription of concrete representations.
; This, too, applied to Clssaical political 1ife. The
feudal kingdoms of the Homerla perled ever contracted their.
ﬁorizon until th.e polis were reschad, & pure point of boing,
where the Greek, & body among cthex-‘A bodies, could view his =~
3 w_or]:d frmn ’f:hé ﬁ.cropcliu. Thisa oa-caption of a political or-
ganization as a selr-containod oity~atata, which made every-
Hxing beyond the horigon atrange and potentlally hoa*no led
to the atruggle tq sheer sxtinction whicl; ever charscterized .
the politlcs of‘ Hellﬁa. Ta only issue of theaze campaipns could
be the razing of the clty and the e_itermination or enalavement
of the hostile populailons. The ideal o; each polis ;raa autar-
kia, complete econaemic independence, a minimum of intercourse
with other clty-statea, a atate of blilsful present being, .the
utopla of Plato, Aristotle and all CGreek statesmsen. The anti-
hlstorical instinct expressed 1tself in the cox.npllete spollage
of natural resources. The prudent, long-term pollicy of Western
cultures were completely unknown. Surpluses when achieved was
dlstriduted among the population.l ;
von Rome was merely & poll become immense. It dotted
tho Wedlterranean with dependencies in poll-form, its focus of
‘altention ever the embodiment in a point, of reglonal existence.

"hus Rome knew Alexandria, but not Egypt. Even after citizen-

8hlp was granted to all Itallans, the center and meaning of

————

1. Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 407.
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crents remained Rome. The idea of tranaferring the vote from

Réme to the residence of-the citlzen never occurred to any
Foman statesman., :

Spengler's conception of the claaaical soul reveals its
cssence as a negatlon of Time, just as its history waa eplsodie,
of a great mass of detall but no inner relation. It elung to
the coast of the Mediterranean in clusters of tightly organ-
ized clty-states, with no serious attempt to explore the hinter-
land. To seitle far from the coast would have meant to lose
touch with home. The lmaigration into the U.S., the lonely
ploneering 1n the West, the exploratlons of a Columbus or Marco
Polo, all were beyond the possibllities 6f-01asaica1 Mzsmkinﬂ.’2

So the Appollinian cul ture gi‘ew in the process of actual-
izing 1ts life-aymbol of pure‘imdily presence and so 1t ldled

without lknowling 1t through its lack of historical perspectlve.

l. No inner relation to the Classlical Mind.

g 2. Spengler op. cit., Vol. I. p. 356,
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'r'au;q tlan Soul

Spengler dates the history of the Western culture from

the years 900-1000. At tiattime, the fear of the end‘ of the
,erd , the confueed yearning of the Merovingian and Carclinglan
perlod, the dark groping of the migrations suddenly coalesced
and the Western soul appeared, its essence a striving into the
infinlte, a‘_paasionat:e drive to overcome all 1imit, to lose
1tselfl in the quest for the eternal., Its representative for
Denzler is the Pausﬁan maﬁ, an .intager 01_' force, will and
action-at-a-distance, a lonely afgo_.. in an endlesa voild, feel-
ing time as .~ an sypression of directednau, prﬁjoctin,g his
detefminaﬂon Into ﬁll hils activities. In almost every respect
this emerging eulture represents the polar opposite of the
Appollinian. - The Oreek Geds dwell on Olympus, "but.Valhalla

ls nowhere, m mystic resting place, wlth 1ts disharmonious Gods -
and heroes the very symbol of aolitude." :

The Faustian Culture, too, made 1ts great refusal.- Lt
too, was faced wlth the smbols of & Clvilization inwardly dis-
connected and ever remote. 'I’hough! ‘the West took over ther Magiax_\
relizion of Christianity, 1t reniodéled those concepts to fit
the dynamic yearning in its soul and replaced the theology of

the substantiality of God and His modes, by 1ts passionate

2ssertlon of the Father-Ged, Force ltself, conatant activity,

hot cgpablr of ombodhrent in a shape compz-ehensiblo by the hwmnan

uind,  Yet the wuola longing of the young soul, 1ts feeling of

Spengler - op. olt. Vol I. p. 186.
Spengler - op. clt. Vol II, p. 288.
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Care, the determlnation to prevail extending in time both in-

to the past and into the futu_ﬁ over many generations, coal-
esced In 1ts specific creation, the Mother Mary. Her crowning
1n Heaven was one of the earliest motlfs of Faustlan art. She
became the lignt-flgure in blue, the smiling dispensor of Grace,

finally culminating in the festlval among the Eﬁglish Benedlc-

tines of the Immaculate Gonception, which comple ted Her dls-.

exbodiment.
Yet this world ef purity, bliaa and happiness involved
at the same time the counter-creation of the early Gothlo -

the realm of the Pevil, whoé. throughout Mary's world of infin-

ite understanding, was J.urkingl in the background ever ready,

to tempt, to lead astray, to destroy the soul. Only the late
condltion of his culture prevents Weatern Man - according to ‘
Spengler - from understanding the terrib_le fear that then hung
over humanity, of stumbling into the ébyﬁ';a:. ﬁhere were witches
sataths and black maglc, night feast on mountain-tops an-d charm-
rormula.l. A pltiless, constant war had to be waged against

the prince from Hell and his fallen angels. "Wretches confessed
f. to witcheraft, sincerely 1r.1gining 1%t to be t.-ue and inquisi-

tore with tears in thelr eyes sentenced them to the Pyre, for

B 2
E: Lt wes Hell, not death, that humanity feared.”
This explaina the sense of gullt that permeats all Gothic

]l longing. The cathedrals rose ever more pleadingly towards heaven,

g4 1. Spengler op. cit. Vol II. p. 279.
2. Spengler op. cit, Vol II. P 293.
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the vaultir_xg__ turned into hands folded in prayer and little

help came to man through the stained windows into the semi-
darkness of the navea.l Men was a lonely Ego, lost in the 1:{'.-
finlte, wi.th the powers of darkness-all-around. "For Meglan
uan heaven was impending, but to the Faustian heaven was infin-

itely far." There arose the ever finer difrerentintion of

notlons the desire to lose selfnecsa, the universal, cry for the
Grace that unbinds the will.2

To be able to will freely is the highest desire of
Faustlan transcendence. -'.'he sacraments elevated into dogma by
the Lateran: Counsil of 1215, me=an in thelr deepeat slgnificance
the unbinding of the will. ‘he transformation of the meaning

of the allar sacrament into an assertion of free belng resulta -

the conceptlon of the one who sacrificed hiwmself to insure for
b -

hls own freedom to will.

The sacrament of Contritlion represents the noblest man-
ifestation of the Faustlan world-longing. Baptlsm one receives
by virtue of one's humanity, contrition is. the recognition of
the unlqusness of the personallity, which alone determincs the
value of the act. Each man can search only his own conscience.

The release and bliss glven by this sacrament consatitutes one

of the profoundest creations of all religlous effort, a release

% from the dark clouds of unresolved doubts that ever remain in

the big crisis of 1ife. ‘The insecurity resulting from the decline

———

+ Spongler op. cit. Vol I. p. 290.
-Spengler op. ¢it. Vol IT. pP. 292,
Spengler op. clt, Vol II. p. 293.
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of this sacrament caused the Mary world of light to fade out.
s 1 .

dnly the world of the devil remained: - "The conoept ox‘ the

priesthood of all bellevers, is one to which a few strovxg soula

can win through, ‘unt only as the pnrt of p“lesthood that 1n-

- s

i

volves duties not powers, for no man ever confesses to himself

with the inward cert#lnty of absolutiop_.‘?a S0 the Faus tian _

- yearning for feleahe .‘f“omri’ts flnnging, 'I"or an 'express'iéh of S
1ts ccnviction that "tout comprendre u'est ‘bout pardonner" 7 to
QVErcome the innar warrare within its aoul, calls on 1tu con-"

temncraries inatead ef the 1n1'1n1te as judgas and priests. ‘!hua

LA

is born the auto-biogrephicnl ort of Hsmbrandt'a selr—portrai t:s,
of Bach'a and ebove all Boethoven's music, each a conreasion ¢
of a tortured abul seeking Vzrr;elleé.ne. But in thls tenaion, too,
the concern with the Ego caueas a loss of the felt unity of the
uiiverse, & symptom of the beglnning of the "Late" stage of the
Culture.

: Thus arises the Faustlan feeling that evaluates the act
with reference to the doer not the deed, the paychology that
sees forces of willlng, feeling, thinking atriving for domin-
ance in a dynamic cosmology.

Faustian art, too, is an embodiment of this vearning
for infinity. Though 1ts early manifestatlon was architectural,
Stons with 1tas .arfirmation of ‘the body could never serve aa the

Ilnal expression of the Western soul. Michelangelo passionately

\. Spengler op. cit. Vol. II p. 294.
2. Spengler op. olt. Vol II. p. 295.
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fouzht with 1ts limitations, each of his creatlons a battle

frozen in stone. But 6nly :the..advent of perspectlve palnting
began to give release. One stands before a Greek frescoe, but
onc sinks Into a Rembrandﬁ painting. The depth~exverlence 61;'

the Western culture, which experlences overything as mere centers
of gravity in a spatlal dynamics 1s expressed in the Western
perspective whlch directa the ﬁosition of the apecfatar and pulls
him into 1ts space t-radtmen!:.l But the true Western art, that
representa the eternal étraining of 1ts restless soul 1s f.hat

of contrapunctal music‘. -'mis completes the disembodiment of
spsce,,expressed the upsoaring drive, filled the cathedrals 1in
Bach and hurst beyond Into space in Mozart; Haydn and Deethoven.
Put vith Wagner, slze 1s no longer the inward representation

of greatness bﬁt the disgimulation of its a’bseu-um2 and Just as

Pergemos, 1t heralds the end of the great tradlitioen.

Faus tien natural-sclence rapz;esents a mere mirror of
these tendenclea. What 1s felt as God in religious experlence,
Lecomes the concept of all-pervasive Force in physica. Where
the Appollinian world-feeling consists 'or a pssslonate assertion
of the bodllinesa of 1ts objects, the Western soul tends towards
& denlal of all substantiality. Space 1tself is felt as a

] force, oxpressed by Newton as gravity ond steted by atomle
S :

physics in the form of quanta of energy. Natural science

Spengler op. clt., Vol. I. p. 241 and p. 350.
Spengler op. cit. Vol. I. p. 291,
Spengler cp. odlt., Vol. I. p. 385.
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hecomes ever more esoterle und abstract, dissolving in 1ts

hypothesls all sense-experlence of phenmﬁenal reality. ul‘ne
infinlte space of the unlverse postulated by astronomy, the
endloss geologlcal perioda are not empirical observations, but
a resolve of the Asoul, that considers tho rocognitioﬁ of 1limits
a denlal of 1ts existence. It 1s the spirit that nmotivated the
invantion of gun-pévx\er - actlon-a-distance and dlscovered in-

dspendently by the Chinese, whose destiny.idea 13 comparable

to the Western, at a contemporary stage of development.

™is 1s the mentallty that px-odu(';es dynasties as the

o Jects of reverence, the embodiment of i1ts feeling of Care, in
the politlcal world. Cablnet diplomacy, the determlnatlon to
magter space, the travels of Spanish.and Portuguese explorers,
the ploneers of the American West, the drive for records of any
gort all are emanations of the Faustlan will-to-infinity. The
" Imaense practlcabllity of the West, that views the whole world

24 a working hypothesis, and 1ts great syrmbol the machine as .

2 perpeteum wobile represents the assertion of Mastery over
nature which appsdrs In motaphysical shape in the Kantian forms
a priori.

The Fasuatlan will-to-power expresses the inner need of

& Culture that recognizes toleration only as the non-interfer-

ence with a fleld of activity, which ever attempts %o impose

its vievs on behalf of mankind. Tis accounts for the lonelineas

—

1. See post Chapter "Polltics, Eeonomics, The Machine".
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of Feustian man, of which Lear on the. Heath buffeted by man

and Nature, and Hamlet are the "ér;gicr exponents. Where the
lament of the hero --expresaea the essence of. _t.he Appollinian
dramatic iritehtion tﬁe inner distance of Shakespearean heroes
ig unﬁridgeabla.

The ethics of the great doed which in Gothlc times was
felt as an inner experlence 1n one's fight towards God, is trans-
formed by the plebelan morale of the late culture into a Right-
to-work. 'Thls 1s Socialism, which seeks to Impose its viewa
i on behalf of all and which will soon press 1%s concepts to the
ultlmate Faustlan conclusion - .the Duty to wOrk.l ‘The ethical
force of the West contains always the imperative, ever the "Thou

shalt".

This then 1s Spengler's representa_tlon of the Fsustian

soul a boundleqa drive towards infinity, a will-to-power, a
longing of a lonely ego in a boﬁndleu space that has lost ita
bliss with the Reformatlion and 1ts God with the Enllghtenment.
In the years of autumn and approaching decline 1lts major efforts
will 1le in the technical field before the advent of mysticlsm
and Caesarism will stlifle all intellectnal activity. But Jjust
becavse Weastern man r'epresenits a transcendent view of history,

he 13 eminently fit to write its morphology. The Classical

could not encompass such a view. Its tragedy was the senaeless

incident. But the culture of Shakespeare, who lifts the incident

—

i. Spengler op. oit. Vol. I. p. 372 - ¥ritten in 191S.

'“,if‘ Ll G T R Uy ) R ST (A Lt
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into a btoken of destlny, can view manifestations as symbols

end can Judge them not by their truth, but ‘be thelr ever-

changing trueness, thelr aptness in the flux of eternal becon-

ing in vhich it wlll be the fate of his culture, too, to die.
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P:xcudo-ﬂorpl'iosls

"In & rock-stratum are embedded crystals of a mineral. ;

¢lefts and ‘eracks oc.cur wa ter fllters in and the crystals are
wadaally washed out g0 that in due course cnly. "heir hollow
mould remalns. ‘Then come vulcanic out‘burats tmich explodo the o
mountalng molten magses pour ln, stiffen and ov'ys uallizo out :
in thelr wurn. Bnt ':.haae are not free bo do B8O 1n thelr olm :
special form. 'Ihoy muat fill up the spaces t‘nat they find
avallable. 'mua there ariso diatortod forms, urystala whose
inner struocturs contradicts thelr externnl ah.ape, atones of ona
kind, presentlng the appearance of another kind. 'ms minoral-
oglats call thia phenomenon Pseudo_aorphosin" 2 & 3
“ Historical peeude-morphesia Spengler derihea as the
process in which en allen Culture hangs so heavily over the
birth-place of a young Culture, that the iatter can. not attain
i1ts own inner development., Its spirituslity 1as forced into
strange forms, which ars infused with new meaning, but at the
gams time serve to stifle the inner drive of the Culture's
Youth, Such Cultures can only look on the strangs form with

all-conauming hatred, spending thelr latent creativity in half-

hearted effortas, ever ready to burst through the fettera lh a

violent orgy.

Such - for Spengler - was the cese of Petrine Russila

1, Spengler op. cit. Vol II. p. 189.
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whiéh acczispt-ed a dynastioc form of government in imitation of

& Culture from whioh it was inwardly remote. Cnly the form-
lesu power of the early Romanovs could have succeeded in gulding
this young soul which felt the large citles as effervescent
ﬂluaions and whic*\ remained a peasantry longing for the soll

no matter how lerge the cosmopolis. Thus there developed no

aristocracy that embodied a destiny, only a senseless aping

of alien practices, The intelligentsis grew up as an adjunct

to the Court, ever bent on dlscovering problems that were not
felt agalnat the background of a peasantry that mixed a hat:rod
for tha alien form that was stifling the culture, with a dls-
gust with ita om ovargrowth.l Dostojevakl, the pemsant, and
Tolstol, the man lot Western soclety represent this opposition.
""he one sould never in his soul get away from the lend, the
other, in spite of his desperate efforts, could never get near
1t".2 'I‘ola.tnl is the apokesman of Petrinism - even in hias
denial, His rejection of soolety is intellectual, his hatred

of vropsrty based on economlos. The very inability to shake

off the West leads to his hatred of all exlating forms and he .
therefore becomes the true brecursor of Polshevism. For Bolshe-
vism 1s merely the rebellion of the lowest atrata of the Petrine }
soclety, that has ever talked about Chris £, but in its heart,
meant Marx, © It represents the final debasing of the metaphysieal

1, Spengler op. e¢it, Vol. II p. 194,
2 .::peng..er op. olt, Vol. II p. 194.
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by the soclal and becomes thereby & new form of the Paeudo-
morphosls.l

Dostojevskl 1s the true enemy of this upheaval repres-~ -
enting 1n his soul the future of Russia. All agltation about
soclal reform, all tecﬁnical schemes for world betterment re-
maln équally meaningless to him. Just as Christ, he would
have felt no difference between working for one's own material
benefit or the mere social betterment of others. For how can
Comnunism aiq-the agony of the soul\‘2 Thus Dostojevskl em-
vodies the destiny of Russla, the victim now of the last stages
of lts Pseudomorphosis, the forms of which are ever filled
with the deep spirituality of the boundless plain and which
wlll be awept away Just as its predecessor, wlthout hnt;ed, by

the Inner logilc of the acturlizing of the Russian soul.

So 1t was with the Maglan soul which grew up in the
forms of the Classlcal after Actium. All the mystic longing
of that East, where strange tales of a Messlah were current,
whlch felt the existence of an immanent God, a Yahwe, Ahuramadza or

Harduk-Baal with the certainty of . an apocalyptic fulfillment

had to rea;ize 1tself In the West In the {formgs of the Classical

cult, The Appollinian gods were deltles of places, bodles of

the sensuously near. Each 1oéality rossessed 1ts divinity te

Spengler op. ‘clt, Vol, II. p., 195,

Spengler.iép. ¢lt., Vol. II. p. 217,

Aitentlon 1s drawn to the description by Bedell Smith of
ghriatmaa mass 1n Moscow., - B, Smith - My Three Years in
oscow,
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which homage was due. This explains the albar‘»tg the unknown

Gods, which Paul as a child of the Pseudo-morphosis misunder-
stood 1n a monothelstic sense. This wasa deéigﬁed for gods not
knovn by name whom the foreign sallors at .the great seaports
worshipped.l Thus Classlcal toleration could extend to all
sects that made no clalm to exclusive valldity and any trans-

gression of 'these limits resulted ln the Intermittent persecu-

tlon of the Stoa in Athens and the Christlans in Rome.
This explalns, too, the change of world-feeling 1mplied
by the uﬂiversal "ls.w of reason of the Stoa and the mys tngy-
cults typifled by the cult of Mithras. Formerly the pod was
concelved as adhering to the place of worship but now a cormun-
& 1ty of any two believers ccnstituted a church. The Spirlit of
: God hovering in the above, ever ready to descend Into hls elect
is the universal production of this age. Only the incomparable
symboliem of the person of’ Christ, representing the very eséence
of the opposition between fact and truth, Time and Space, History
and Causallty distingulshes Heo-Platonism, Hit_hraiam and Chris-
tlanity. A Maglan nation 1s a consensus of believers. Vhen
Constantine rqi:ognized Chrlstianity as the officlal religion,

i« he did not acknowledge a cult but established a new cormmuni ty.

i Dut long befors, the apirit of t.hé East had permeated Roman

i lnstitutions, symbolized by the transfer of the capltal to

i Byzantium and the Divus cult, which made the Roman Emperors

——

: 1. Spengler op. cit. Vol. I. p. 404.
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: the first Caliphs,.

Yot the spirit of the West was that of é Civilization,
cold, highly conceptualized. The direction o.f Christlanity
under the guldance of Paul, who preached in the cltles, remained
ever aloof from t!;e apocalyptic feellng of the countryside in
the Bast. The attempt of conceptually defining the Logos 1dea
led to the violent seccsslon of the Monophysites end Nestorians.
and when Islam appeared it was greeted as libew;ator by the spirit
which recognized 1ts own inner essence and spread with the rapld-
ity of a soul that was robbed cf its youth and feels 1ts time
Is 1imilted.
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the Maglan Soul

Spengler's symbol for the Maglan world image is a

cavern, fllled wlth dim light. In the uneasy tensions of wek-
ing consclousness, the opposition of becc;mlng and being, that

the Classical conceived as beam and load, and the PFausiisn felt

g2 force and HMass, consists for the Magian of an unsure swe.y-

ing of substantial realities. Up and dovn, heaven and aar..h
are aub.sts'nces that contend with one anothcr In a coamos re-_
ven'ling the Divine. Death 1ia not the end of life but a death
substanss that struggles with a 11fo-aubs‘rance for the mastery
of man.l out cf thls basic yearning,wlth man ths theate" of
baitles between the powers of derlkness and 6vil, emerges the
Concept of CGod the Divine Medlator who transforﬁs this state
from torment into blisa.e ‘ :

Man conslsts of a soul and body, both different modes
of the same subatance deriving théir reality and partieipating
in the 1light only through the infusion of ths Divine Pneuma,
wiich serves as the condition for the herolc deeds of & Samson,
the holy wrath of Elijah, the enllightenment of Solomon., This
Infusion of the @ivine lnto the bodies of the faithful, binds
the community of believers into a consensus and makes 1t at one

¥ith the enigmatlc power above. Thus man as body and soul be-

%y longs to himself alone. But at the same time he contalns some-

‘hing else, asomething higher, an emanatlon of Ged, which

1. Spengler op. c¢it. Vol, II. D. 257,

2, Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 236.
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n*‘ecladt}s orror but also makes totally meaninglesa a gelf-
gnderttng Ego. W11l and thought are not pyirﬁuphenomena, but
already manifastatinnq ?f the divine in Man.l

God 1s lumanent 1n every menifestetion of phenorienal
ep;;éa-x"»uﬁce,- th.e one- Cause ilimediately underliying all viasible
r.-o*.:‘.-:in"s.' Me.grlan acionce concerns 1tself with apprehending the
subatance which appears in only different modeu 1n actuality,
m‘,h purging it of 1-.5 "foreign“ element: with alchenmy.

Time, too, ia cavernl ke, ’lhe thrusting outward into
infinity of e Faustlan soul, develops Into the divine plan for
salvation, into tha easchce of which any inquiry conatttutes
pr;:fanation. The Maglan soul, first 1dent1riod the story of the
vorid wlth the'hlstary oeran, into inoxérable stages of world-
begiming, world-development and a world catas trophe, which
contains the sanctlon of the moral history of humanity.z The
oneratlon of the amutocratic will, precludes not only individual
tauses and effectas, nof only obviates the concept of the miracul-
ous but also denles any nececssary relation between sin and pun-
ishment, any claim to reward for virtue. Man's reaiity conaglsts
of hls participation in the divine pneuma, which after 1ts in-

fusion allows only wlll-less reslgnation (Islam=resignation)

into the mysterlouas working out of God's plan. "Magian man re-
3

telved Orace, but did not acquire 1t." Job 18 the Maglan Faust.,

.

£3 1. Soengler op. cit. Vel. II. P 235,
§i ©+  Spengler op., clt. Vol, IT. P. 240.
3. Spengler op. elt. Vol. II. p. 241,
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Three emanations of the divine occur, Gpd, the VWord of
God, the Spirlt of God. The consensus of tﬁé falthful, imbued
vlth the Spirit of God, 1s beyond the possibllity of deception.
"3,-;yv peocple can never agree in error", said Mohammed.l This
oxplains the early church-council, whlch the-'ﬂest in its re-
valuation of all things Maglan, tranaformed into a politlcal

concept for the limitation of a dynamle Papacy.' The God-as-

word represents the' substantiel infuslion o!" the divine into the
sacred texts. ﬁlis form of Revelation i1s the rule in the Vaglan
religion. 'The 61:111 change that an unalterable Koran permits
is commentary, leadlng to the development of an exegls with
mystieal undermeanings, the llalaka of which the Cospels 1n
carly Christlanity and the Talmud of Judaiam are examples.2

It follows that a separa;tion of Church and state 1s im-

possible in the Haglan culture. The consensus is 1tself a church,

its law In the sacred book the only idea of nationality open to

the beliévcrs. But also the development of a strong prleathood
is precluded. Man stands in direct relation to the divine in
so far as he partleipates in the pnouma and beyond that nothing
avalls. ‘'he true prlest of the Maglan culture is the hermit,
the true bliss of its religion ecstacy when the soul 1s at one
wlth God and the dark forces of materiality are defeated.

Ye.t until the coming of Islam this Maglen world had %o
Mve under the forms of the Classical which 1t gradually

1. Spengler op. elt. Vol. II. p. 243,
2. Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 245.
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{nfused with 1ta om sprirituality. The plllars of the temple
noved inslde the moaque, a cupoi& ,:‘-gp-lsced the flat roof, glving
the impression of Qpacé, but a space enclosed in the cave.- Irito
it a window in the roof l_e_at the dim light that, reflected from
the gold-ground. 'v.'a‘lls, created an atmosphere of falry-land un-
reality, the scene for the operation of an amnipotent, ever-.
present God. Such was St. Sophia and the Pantlieon in FRome.

this, too, 1a the world of Spinoza, whose causa sul, represents
the immanent Delty and to whom inner certainty was the only
criterion of knowlédge » the geometric meﬁhod represenf.ing merely
4 & nanifestation of Ventern Pseudomorphosis. It is the world

£ et Christ ¥new and that Faustian religion can searcely cem-

3 .prehend. It petrified around 800 and since the Crusades has
versisted In the fellah-state of uncinanging dogmatism and creat-

ive Impotence.

Spengler's metephors on the forms of the soul are deeply
suggestive and yet they rest on an intuition striving for absol-

“utes, ever expreasing 1%self in the crasest possible manner.

k- ls evocation of the souls of the cultures 1s of a persuasi’ri-
hess that makes abstract criticlsm appeer dogmatic. Still one

2 ;
must ask whether he was not describlng tendencles, instead of

k. ichangeable relations. Achilles is hardly a bady, placed in
E=12 position he d1d not choose, mor does the Iliad essume con-

d stancy of personality. Indscd the very essence of ita tragedy

———

Spenglar op. oit., Vol. II. p. 229.
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cons'lsta of the efforts of a man to master fate, to‘exaot con-
ditlons from this world and of the final acceptance of hig
humanity, his recognition of 1limits. Polybius, moreover, wrote
a philosophy of history that compares favorably with maeny :
creations of the "historical" Faustian Culture, and the scheme
of which 1s very slmllar to Spengler's concepts of gradual, in-
evitable degeneration. Splnoza, may be a product‘or the Maglan
soul, dbut Prirodrio'hl has characterized him with equal persussive-
ness aa a product of the Calviniat concept of pre-destination,
his conatus God's sanctlon to the "elect’.".2 The idea of a con-

sensus represents perhaps an emanation of the Magian soul, but

rol exclusively so. The history of the law of Nature in West-
ern philosophy demonstrates the pervasiveness of hls concept;
Rousseau's General Will reveals 1ts theoretical appliceation

3 to boll tics.

Thus the eloquence of the soul-images is nevertheless

unable to hide the fact that alternative explanations of equal

j‘ convictlon are possible. This does not dlaprcve Spengler's

Jj concepts but 1t does cast doubt on the Inaxorabllity of a devel-

i1 opnent which constitutes a function of thase soul-images.

Spengler considers the interrelationship of cultures,

txcept for Pseudo-morphosis of only ineidental importance. It

e

+ Priedrich - Inevit:.able Peaco - p. 143 et, 86q.

For my brief analysis ses post Ch. "History and Man's Exper-
lencae of Morallty".
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was an accident that the Spaniards landed in Héxico, but in-
ward necesslty that the Maya Empire coliapaed,‘ since 1t already
had 'z-ee._cihed the fellsh stage. The adoption of Christianity
by the west represents but an incident, a symbol which was then
necéssarily Infused with the Qpec‘ific Gothio religlosity. Yet
such a strict separation seems untenable. It can bardly be:
maintained that this outpouring of spirituality m.a not ifsel.f
influenced by the forms which 1t used. The superimposition of
2 ripe dogma, of .tho universality of law on an essentlially
primitive community, undoubtedly permeated the later history
of vhat was so significantly oallad: "Holy Roman Empire Gﬁmn
by H;;tion“. Spenéler himself hasa shornl how the forms of
lsnguage determine the atructure of cognition, the meaningleas-
ness of the equation S= $ gt2 unlesa expressed in words. How
much more strongly must the transfer of & high legal tradition,.
2 profound philosophy have affected a nascent culture?
Similarly, the dynamic astage of each culturs seems to
Involve a radiation, of 1its influer.ce, in art, religion, and
political foi'm over neighboring societies, as Eduard Meyer and
Toynbee show, Conversely the border regions are never free from
' foreign influence particularly during the periocda of decline.
The British influence on Indla has proved of signiflcance
Tegardlesa of the Vadaptation which parlismentary government

hay eventually recelive. The infusion of new meaning into es-

tsblished forms cen not be equivalent to original creation.

———

d 1. Spengler op. c¢it. Vol. II p. 113.

SR e S R e A
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To be sure, at times, Spengler recognizes this. He

sperks of the effect of Christiasnity on a soul elready pre-
disposed to reverence, -He regrets the sha';:kles put by Cless-
ical mathematics on Weatern scisnce until Desca;z'"t-ea. 'He ex-
.preﬁscs gratification about the I‘or'tu.itous ciféﬁmstancd that -
freed Vies tern painting through the losa ot‘ almo»t all the clasa-
lcal frescoe art Eut what uoes fortul tnus mean in such & con-
text? Is 11: not a recognition of the interz-elationahip of
sultures, an admliaslion or a centinuation of oertain forms which

reover in tu.rn condition thelr uaer" Spengler fails te ox-
plaln Just vwhat factor u.nderliea any continuity of 1deation or
how the gelection of symbols is accomplished.
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Politics, Eeonomics, The Machine.

The metaphysical opposition between becoming and being,
the assertion of the ultimate supremacy of Time over Space,
form the basls of Spengler's polltlcal theory. Just as the
development of the culture constitutes an organic growth char-

acherlzed by the gradual domlnance of a waking;-—cbnsci,ousneaa

doomed to self-destruction, 36 polltics exhibits an eternal
confllct between blood and concept, tradltion and dogma. The
agelng of the Culture 1s accompanied by the decline of that
:::.rc.ncss of political form which sigx;ifies & mature organism.-
.‘{ex-é Interest replaces the earller subordination to an All—em—
bracing idea, money supplants tradltion as the motlve-force.
At 2ach stage, however, the race aspect of 1life triumphs over
its causal representatlon, first in the victory of economics
over abstract political systems and finally in the emergence
of the naked power of Caesarism.

Spengler conslders politics as the essencs of 1life,
nanifested in a will for survival, its criterion self-assurance,
thet ellows only the cholce between victery and Tuln, not be-
tveen war and peace. He dlatingulshes two aspects ivn the des-

tiny side of 1ife, the preserving and the mastering. They are

3yubolized by the separation of thavsexes‘. 'mq'woman 1s history
and represents the life of the race; the man maekes l'-xiatory. The
woman accep;s only with difficulty that other history wl:lch take.u
her sons from her and the man ever experiences a conflict of

duties between the public and the private manifestations of
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pedtiny, the sword and the spindle alde of being, the _State
or the Family emanation of directional Time.

Property, too, ag a tralt of race, belonging to History
and reduced to a concept only with the advent of the Cosmopolis,
exhibits this duality. It ls expressed in the twin attributea
of possession: Having as power and having as booty. From the
feellng of power stems conquest, politics and law; ‘from that
of booty derives trade, spoll and money. This explalins the
superlority of .money over dogma in the constitutional struggle

of the early civilization, but the emergence of mnoney as the

domlnant form in turn heralds a decline of political vitality.

Spengler argues that all success Iin history, war and
"in that continuation of war by othei' means called politica™
has been the product of unltiea tht found themselves "1n form".
;ﬂ.baing is in form in the same sense as the term 1s used in
sports. When athletea are in form the‘ ease of thelr perfor-
rance nides thé difficulty of thelr acta. A style, that has
"-‘:  become second nature, signifies an art period "in form". A
political unit is in condltionrwben ita tradition breeds a high

'average,‘ enabling it to dispense wilth the great men, whose in-

cidental appearance frequently does more harm than good by the
- s

vold thelr death leaves in the flow of events.

13 Spenglér op, ¢lt. Yol. IIl. p. 327.

2. Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 330.

3. Soengler op. 6lt. Vol. II. p. 444 - See also T. S. Elllott:
Notes towards a Definltion of Cultures.
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The components of a Culture attaln "form" as’ a peocple,
vhich grows to inward grea!:ness- only against other peoples.
A neople 13 in form as a "State", ropresenting hlstory at rest.

sipce it belongs: to Time 8 mere description of constitutional

provislons can not explain the state's essence, the real ex-

pressions of which are those conventions and practices of which

the constltution 1s all the more silent for thelr being taken

£ for granted.

World history for Spengler is state-history and not

B e.lass-ghistor;r. Politlcal leadershlp belongs always to a small

if? alnority possessing the instinct of statesmanship and repres-
; 1 s

enting the nation in the strugzle of existence. The more

' naturally the internal arrangementa of the state have developed,

g

1 treason not be thought of as a laat resort.

R s Ty B

E:‘: the surer tney adapt themselves to crisis situatlons. The inner
constltution of a nation must always alm at readiness for the

4 outer fight. This 1nv01v‘es ‘&xe management of internal opposi-

1 tion by the ruling stratun in such a fashion that the energlaes

3 of the natlon do not exhauat themselves in party confliocts and

Forelgn policy
s the ultimate criterion of domestic fitness.

The private and the publlic mspect of the deatiny-idea
ire gymbollzed in each culture by .a Peasantry which 1s history
d a society which makes it and comes to consciousness of 1t-

telf only against the background of a peasantry. A soclety

+ Spengler op. olt. Vol. II p. 369.
+ Spengler op. cit. Vol. II p. 367.
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- organlzes 1tself as Estates of which only two have symbollc

signlficanoe. Novility and Priesthood constltute Spengler's
symbols for the antinomy o{ becoming and being, Destiny and
‘¢ausallty, Time and Space. The nobllity represents the cos-
nic, the eternai flow of events, the exéluaive validity of the
deed. Its educatlonal ideal 1s training (Zucht), acquired only
by living in an environment and & cus tomary ethics which bases
1tself on 1ts self-evlident existence not on its truth.
: The prlesthood serves as the medlator to the enie;matiq
and constitutgs the symbol of the eternally 'ﬁuaaible. Its eédu-
—::.:} catlon consists of shaping (Bildung), dependant on étudlas, and
B! soral of eternal vallalty, A ripe nobility exhibits finished
Mving, the highly developed Priesthood that dlgnity of bear=
‘ inz which denies mere ac tuality a3 unessential. "Cellbacy
eﬁclndes the prlesthood from history and its character indel-
k| vills from time.“:? 3
The early polltlical organlzatlen of feudallsm bases
itself on the Estates, 1ta hierarchy of orders viewing the kind
s nmerely as a primua-int:erparos. ‘he ruler possesses subjects
A only in so far as they owe alleglance tﬁ a vassal of nis. Pri-

1 ete law serves as the bond of union; a customary ethies,

stresses honor and loyalty. The two aldes of property are

For an analysis of thie inconsis tency see post - "Conclusions"
the cutpouring of a soul.

Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 341,

Spengler op. eit. Vol. II. p. 337.

AT iy L Ao ' T
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here united. The Homan conquestl, thoush conﬂequa'mas of;‘ aE

dynamic wo:-ld-reeling the outpouring or a soul mat fe'!.t the
infinite as challehge were nevermelqas mrmaqu with prudent

calculatlon typified by the Domesday book of England and the

financlal arrangoments of Frederick ond.
Politics as every manirestn ion of uistanue. upengler'l
acheme exhl‘oita the gra:lual dominmoe of waklng consciousﬂaas. :
e idee. gnergaa ths.t "he 13 not me:-ely Lo be l.wed but in- ;
volves a task as well. The wrlt that should run through the
vhole raalm arprasses the claim of tl*e State, the care of whluh
extonds to all and in whioh tha Estates rapreeent merely runo-
tional parta. Thia evekua a violsnt resistance by the old IM-
ol ordazfa, gubdued only with the 81d of tha hascent Third
Estate in the First Tyrannis, the time of the Absssids, the
Pronde. After this viectory the affinity betwaen Estats and
State, implicit In the ability of a nobllity to live an idea
develops into the dynastioc state which exhiblts a pﬁrity of
form that constitutes the maturity of the (:1.111'.\1:"3.1 Faudal
unlty is cvercome by natlonal, and the fact of rulership
g olevated Into the symbol of sovereignty.a The Faustian feel-
ing of Care finds ita profoundest symbol in the dynasty which
actuslizes the unity of a sequence of generntlona. It oroduces
Cabinet diplomcy of atrict rules and masterly conception, the
i very embodiment of aotion-at-a d\istanca, of a wlll-to-power

dsserting 1tself in a planned manipulation of force-relations.

N ——

: },- For discussion of this 1nconsiate’acy see "Conclusions",
¢ Bpengler op. olt. Vol. II, p. 378.
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Te development of the natlon-stste 1s a symptom of

r;ho emerging dominance of the citl'ea‘.'. The clty apiri't ia prac-
tical, valulng obJects by their utility, incfapable of living
a traditlon. The unity of the Third Estate resultas from 1ts
oppoaltlon pé the bolitiqal dominance of the nobllity. _Th§

age of conceptual controvefsy about liverty begipa. Freedom
for the emancipated understanding of the city j.a always free-
dom- "ri-om‘;_something, the ever finér ﬁgbtilizing of what should 7
be an'ihner experlence. In the Baroque, tle First Tyrannies
political c,ontroyersy was the ma.nifastatioﬁ of the pulse of
breed‘i‘ng, but the Vﬂurd lés_tate constituta.s merely a community
of waking-consclousness in the educated, whose numina are
sys{bems elaborated with an eye to their inner consistenuy',
without regard to thelr pertinency.

But "the effects of truths are always different from
thalr tendency".l Abstract money appeuars divorced from the
valus of the land. Its concern with freedom is nerely as a
tool for achieving polltical ‘dominance. It does not ask publie
opinion but attempts to form 1t. Ita interest 1s not the fran-
chise but electionsering, not the party-membership but the
party machine. The power and booty outlook separate in the
nobility, as do cult and lusrning in the priesthood. The hisa-
tory of all "Late Cultures" exhibita a ceaseless struggle of

Money against law, of intellect against traditiom. But money

—

1. Spenglar op. cit. Vol. II. p. 401.
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velongs to the world of facts, and Intellect to the realm-of-
truths with the inevitable conéequencea. "Intellect reJact:s -
money directs" characterizes,the last phase of each Cultu.re.l
the tragle irony of this perlod resides 1n the fact that the ?

‘theorists of freedem ere in the final analysls only essisting

money to be effective. At the end of thils development stands

Napoleonism.

Spengler finds 1n England the laboratory in Ih:lch both
sides of Third-Estate politics, the ideal and the real, grad-
uated, Here the Fronde trlx:lmphed and so the bourgoisle could
grow up in .the stirong forms of the Firs.t Estate, vhich .dia-
armed 1t with 1its Inner superiori t:rz and never allowaed train-
Ing to be subastituted for breeding in the developmnt of 1ts
tradltion. Basing 1its aotions on the self evidence of Englandts
greatneaa,a 1t substituted the absolutism or 'class-delega'tlon
for the absolutism of the State, .w'nich in Britain néver attaelned "
the symboliam of an inward ldea. Its place was tak‘en by
"society", as the symb_dl of the nation being "in form" under
‘the class-regime; a word which J.j._/»tf;a French ratiocnalists ba-
¢ane the vehlcle for the expression of their hatred of author-

lty. In England, however, authority was well-defined. It

Spengler op, cit..Vol. II. p. 402.
Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 444,
Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 392.
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reslded in the Parliament, which as a creétio_n" of the Baroque

embodled the cosmlie flow of the Culture's maturlity and there-

: 1
. fore had music in 1t. The genealoglical principle was repres-

ented by the upper stratum of soclety, which divided itself
accordiné to the relatlve predominance of-the power or the

i deia

booty outlook, Into a "respectable" and a "fashionable" party.

Taough the State's care for all was replaced by a frank asser-

tlon of class-interest, the organization of the major partles

2
was such that they represented all effective membera of society.

B

Te Parllamentary style represented the British equivalent of

¢ebinet diplomacy.

s

On the other hand, there nevsr occurred any confusion
of the intellectual concepts and practical politics. M"The
successful utllization of the bourgeols catchwords in politics
presupposes the shrewd eye of a ruling class for the intell-
ectual constltution of the stratum which intenda to attain
power, but will not be capable of wielding it when attained.“a

Consequently in England the generationa of "free" opinlon was

PR

—

mst hlghly developed by the press and political campaigna as

well as Parliament, were systematically managed.

It was different on the Continent. There the two sides

of liveralism-freedom from the restrictions of sollbound 1life,

Spengler op. citc. Vol II. p. 403.
Spengler op, eit. Vol, II. p. 392.
Spengler op. olt, Vol. II. p. 403.
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freedom of the Ilntellect for all criticism and of money for

any buslness a.-:tivity,operateﬁ as solvent of all form. There

2

ﬁhe distrust of authority felt by the Third-Estate was so

ks

great that 1t was ready to resure 1ts freedom by means of a
1
dletatorship, This represents the panic felt by any multi-

tude that no longer feels itself "in condition". The waking-

Lodbis iy

congclousness of which has = so dominated the destiny aspect
that 1t 1s ready‘ to salvage 1ts Inner coheslveness byr subréisalon.
to an suthority 'that would never be tolerated, if 1eéitimte.
T™is ls the essence of the second Tyrannla, of Alexander, of
lapoleon. The aelf-évident basis for new creativeness has dla-
eppeared and naked power becomes the crlterion for success.

Out of the depths of the Megelopolig,emerges at this
stage, 1n Roma, in Parls, a rormlasa mass, thet expresses it-

self no longsr as mere opposition to tradltional values, but

'--.-.; 1s the very embodiment of nlhilistic power - to which various

lanzuageas attach equally contemptuous labels: Canaille, Poepel,
Mob. Its influence 1s out of proportion to its nurbers, since
1t 13 always present, forcing 1ts way Into the forefront of
évents, overshadowing sll polltical activity by 1ts threat.

Te bourgeoisle henceforth risks its inner cohesiveness at any
noment, beth because 61‘ i1ts smaller offective nurbers, the ab-
sénce of a poaitive guiding ldea and the inferiority of its

detarmination. ..The fear of the mass causes a turn by the

——

1. Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. B% 404 .
3 g Spengler op. elt. Vol. II. p, 405,
Y+ Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 400.
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mird Estate at the beginning of each Chrilization to a (:on-

stitutional monarchy of which the most extreme form 13 the

hevublic. Here in the Estata-ata_te, the British model c_:ould

be copled t:o advantage. - ] e
Two 1nner contradictlona ever harassed the nineteenth

century parlia.mentary atate however; the genealogical prin-

clpal of such strength, that it saw 1n the staue an ambodime‘:t

T PR I

f a dynaat:y that no longer exiuted and the cold .'Lntallect 5
that only recognized the psrrect fer-n cf gwernment. 'mia
apain aymbolized the opposltion of Time, Spaces, becoﬁiﬂg and
veing. "while in England the parties were distinguished by e
thelr possesslon of different though’' well-tested modes of
Governwent, 6n the Contineht the criterion was the direction
' tovards which the Coratitution was tc be changed-tradition or
theory." In this contest 1t was forgotten that foreign policy
is the ultimate standard of inward fltneaa.l The domestic and
di.;-:lomatlc service developed- in opposite directions and the
real victor of the dllemma was abstract money.

Tis involves the reason for the decay of democracy.
the Third Estate attains politlesl effectiveness as a party, to
Wich one adherea because of agreemsnt with 1ts conceptual pro-
gram, but to whlch one does not inwardly belong. Only the
bourgcoisie is "in form" as a party. The arlstocracy, though

83 a defenslve actlon 1t may thus constltute itself and

—

L. Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 414.
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values and does not count end therefore merely adopts liberal .

nethods ac a mode of survival., The Marxlsts, alsc forced into
bourgeols forms exhiblt a continual conflict between thelr will,
Yhich 1s of n-ecesslty outside constitutionallism and 1s defined
by Spenglei- aa civil warl and 1ts appearance. But the growth
of party entalls ths eventual degeneration into interest groups,
the reason for the cohe.siveness of the bourgeolsle having dis-
appeared with th§ eiim.tnatlon of the politlcal eminence of the
Flrst: Estate. For democracy to work as intended by 1ts theor-
ists requires the almost total absence of Intereated leader-
ship, Yet a tendency that has once embodied itself in politi-
cﬁl form not only motivates partles but becomss its tool. ‘-'M;
first partles came 1nto existence Tor the seke of the program.
Ten they are held on to defensively as a tool for pewer and
booty. Finally the program 1s forgopten and the organization
exlsts for 1ts owmn uake."a This Spengler cells Caesarism, the

cominance of formless power., ok

Thus the rights of the people and the lnfluenos'o'fﬁ the
people must be sharply differentiated, eccording to Spengler.
Indeed, the influence of the elac torate varies inversely wlth

A the degree of ﬁnlversnliw of the franchise. The people'a
'. fundamental right of choosing 1%s own representatives is In

+{ bractice denled, for

{1, Soengler op. cit. Vol., II p. 461,
2 Epengler op. ¢1t. Vol. II p. 452.
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every fully developed organization recruits itself.l The effect-
ive control of polities reverts to the party 1eader5h1p, the
1imlt of its capabilities determined by the avallabllity of
noney. Ior money emerges as the dominatlhg force in the final
stages of democracy. Electlons require funds, and pubvli'c opin-
fon ruat be made amenable by campaigna. In thls phase, free

formation of public opinion is impossible. The Press becomes

an independent force manlpulating minds by the coﬁstant repeti-
tlon of party-slogans, suppressing hostile or flnanclally in-
effective criticism by 1%s Consplracy of Silence and forestall-
ing the possible adverse effects of occaslonal books by review-
: ing them.z
This 1s magnifled by the particular dynamism of Faustian
man, who already iIn Scholastliclsm achieved a willed unity that
allowed no hostile critlicism, This state 1t ever strives for.
e dlctatorship of the party-machinea supporta 1ltself on the
Press. Election campaigns become civil wars fought with the
ballot, "To preserve the form even if 1t contradlcts the ad-
vantage" ,3 forms the theoretlical basis of democracy, but this
i3 exactly what the non-Estate finds itself incapsble of doing.
Gradually the feeling grows- - that the Constitution contains ro
effeotive guarantees and the rights that tro Grandparents dled

for, cease to be meaningful to the descendants. Pesople become

tired of the gleaming concepts and turn to the release afforded

Spengler op. 'clt. Vol. II. p. 456.
Spengler op. clt. Vol, II. p. 461,
Spsngler op. c¢lt, Vol, II. p. 416.
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g vy the Second Rellglousness. The political form-world has
Leen ﬁhought to completion, and Destiny begins to reassert
i1tself over dogmatlic causality. The West haé produced no pol-
itical theorist wlth an abllity to reach the souls since Marx.
pemocracy then reprcsents not a summlt of achievement but en

incvitable stage on the road from Napoleonlam to that of

Cuosarism, which for the last tlme concentrates in 1tself all

that remains of blood, of dynastic feeling, of the idea of the

State.

The perlod of Caesarism ls preceded by an age of gigan-
tle confliect, the "period of Contending Statea"l Jasting from
Alexander to Ceasar in the Classleal and beginning with Kapo-
leon in the West. 'Ihis epoch exhiblts In the crassest shapcr
the oppositlon between the great form and the great indivia-
ual, The loss of the felt relation to the cosmlc beat opens
opportunities for private individualas who will have power at
any price and who as embodlments of ferce can shape the destiny
of a Culture. The great trndlt}.on, which n.:ada genius dlspens-
sble, there 1s replaced by great fact-men, whose accidental
appearance can elevate an era into an epoch and whose death

. . 2
tan cause fhe total collapse of all thelr enterprise. ‘o be

sure, the transition period from the Culture to the Civiliza-

tion elso had 1ts phenomena of pure force-Napoleon or Alexander.

Spengler op..eit. Vol. II. p. 418.
Spengler op. oit. Vol. II. p. 418.
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fut there was always the strong tradltion of the Baroque at ;
its back and the pulse of being had not yet completely died out,
ihe Culture had bound up all forces in a strict form. = But with
the appearance of. Napoleonism, they were released - and in time
Fature dbroke forth.l “Cabinet diplomacy had been conducted
wlthin definite rules. The wars of the 18th century consisted
of the maneuvers of small armles under well-understood condi- .
tions. But the era preced.ing Ceesarism replaces the absolute

state with a battling soclety of states. Thls 1s the dawn of

the great individual beginning in the Classical with Hannibal

and in the West with the World War.

Wars becoms ever more violent and uncompromising. - Until
the beginning of civll-lzatiﬁn the technlque of War had alw‘afs
been subsldlery to the development of cx'a’f1'.mnsnrmh1p.2 But now
the requlrements of clontinuous war or potential war require
the subservience of all mechanical means to Instruments of des-
truction &nd largely condition technical progress by its asaumed
fliness for military operations. Unlversgsl military service,
miss-charges dominate battles that would to contemporaries of
Frederick thé Great have appedred madness.

The ruthlessnesas of the peace-conditions matches the
expendlture of force. Starting with Napoleon the conventions
of 18th century warfare began to be violated. Only the physi-

¢2l restrictions tend to limit the exploitation of milltary

}‘- Spengler op. c¢it. Vol. II. p. 418,
¥d “+ Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 420,
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s e T o ‘ :
guccesses. . The Treaty of Versailles deliberately avoided

final conditions of peace, enabling the victors to modify their
) R ) 2
demands with the changing-situation.

Imporiaslism is the inevltable product of Civilization

an outv:ai'd thrugt to hide the i'ﬁner vold. After the formleas-

tens oF the early 'cfcnf‘liéth, the most self-sasured boﬁar,
anorges 8s the dominating force. The vacuum created by the
collapﬁe -pi“ uii 1nner_ meaning'has au;':h etrength ‘that it doen
not matter whejthé'f a people willa to sssume this role. It 1s
seized and pushed into 1t. Rome did net conquer 1ta Empire,
1t condensed 1tself into that form snd deapit.a Sciplo'a sware-
ness of the dengers Roms could not escape 1ts destiny. 8o it
vill be with the West. Te power centers willl become ever
fewer, the tenslions ever greater, the wars more violent. The
great focl of power will declde the fate of continents until
Caesarism in 1ts political form willl supervene and life grad-
ually slip back into blologlcal periods.

In the souls of tho people, arises at this stage a
great deslre for peace. Every oivilizatlon knows the cry for
reconcliliation and universal unders tanding. But the logle of
the age of Caesarism willl not allow 1t. "The Hague Conference
of 1907 was a prelude to the World Viar; the gaahington Confer-

once of 1922 will have been that of others." A civilization

. Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 422.

1,
= E dpengler op. olt, Vol, II. p. 422.

Spengler op. c¢it. Vol., II. p. 430.
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l.dbes not permit a people to choose its mede of 1life, Judging
.1t by lts fltness for the atruggle. In this task whatever re-
miné of old traditions, rapresenting the organic factors;,.
such as the U.,S. constitution, acquires tremendous force and

1
¢an bring about historlcal results of great megnitude.

Money at the beginning of thls perlod permeated.publiec
life. Economlca, the activity whilch belongs to the spindle-
slds of ‘i:eing, ita mere preserving aspects, is the primary

mode of thought in the young Cosmopolia. Ethica becomes suoqil._l:-—— e

engineeriﬁg. "Property is theft" representing the qltrn-m;:eﬂrial:
istle: conception of the thought: "What shall it profit a man

if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own a'on].."=a But
monsy ls merely a fom of thougnt, ordering all activity with
reference to itself. Like all problems of the Culture 1t will
reach a state of absolute inner finishedness, no matter how
powe’rfﬁl i1ta present manifestations. The dynamic economics

of the Fasustlan Culture, symbolired by double-entry bookkeeping,

& pure spatlal analysls of an economlc condition and in which

the true values are production and work not as mis taken1y3

4 :
assumed gold, has reached the 1limit of 1ts inner possibilities.

Just @8 at the time of biocletian, thinking in terms of money

Spengler op. cit. Vol, II. p. 430.
Spengler op. clit. Vol. II. p. 344.
Written in 1918, :

Spengler op. clt. Vol. II. p. 493.
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" will gradually cease and the force of law, the power aspect
X

of becomling triumph over the mere acquisitive side.

] This,Spengler believes,may be the fate, teoo, of that
prime-symbol of the VWesat, the Machlns. No other Culture has
constructed its relationshlp to the macrocosm, in such master-
-ful fashloﬁ, or achlieved such a thoroughgolng revision of 1ts
environment. The working-hypothesls ever exhiblts the Faustian
attitude tohrda the unlverse. Work and deed are the great
ethlcal concepts of this Culture, Kant's categorical impera-
tlve a command of activity. But technical knowledge will be
of no avall, to a soul that has lost 1ts meaning. If tho best
young minds of_the future will no longer see life's purpose in
practilcal pursuit and withdraw into mysticlsm, if the succeed-
Ing generatlions become obssssed with the Setanism of thelr
creatlons, then nothing can stop the decay o;‘ this prime symbol,
a2 creation of the intellect and not of pure labor aa Marx

2
supposed,

This will be the stage of pure Caesarism, ths formless

force, which whatever i1ts outward trappings will depend on the

pers'onﬁl power of 1ts possessor. The huge citizen-militia 1s
replaced by the chief's followings, private nrmiea whose des-
tinles depend on theidr leaders as in the time of Caesar, Pompey
and Octavian., The real focus of eventa btecomea the Megalopeclis

In which wars of infinite bleodiness because of their private

1. Spengler op. olt. Vol. II. p. 196.
2. Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p. 344
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nature herald the beginning of the flnal contest for power.
The victorlous Caésariam wlll then constitute the last a;tempt
by the powers of the blood, doomed to petrificatlon because
the fire in the soul of the Civilization has long dled out.
Its outward manifestatlons are mere appearance. Peopls's

rights take the plgace of the scepter and crown in constitu-

tional monarchy. They are carefully paraded for the multltudes

to hide thelr total lack of real meaning. With power wlthout
tradltion as 1ts last manifeastation, with waking-consclousnesas
defeated by ltself, the Civilization turns itself Into a fellah
state where time 1s meaningless, and history at an end:

"And so the dram& of a high culture-that wondrous
world of deltles, arts, thoughts, battles, citles - cloaes
¥lth the return of the p'ri‘.stina facts of the blocd eternal
that 1s one and the same as the ever-circling cosmic. flow,
Te bright imaginative ?Iaking-Being submerges itself into the
silent service of Belng, as the Chinese and Roman empires tell
us, Tima trilumphs over Space, aﬁd 1t is Time whose inexorablas
acvement embeds the ephemeral incident of the Culture, on this
planet, in the incident of man - a form wherein the incident
life flows on for a time, while behind it all the streaming
horizons of gaologlcal and stellar hlstories plle up in the
light-world of our eyes.

"For us, however, whom & Destiny has placed in this
Culture and at this moment of lts developmant - the moment when

honey is celebrating Lts lest victorles, and the Caesarism that
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1s to succeed approaches with quiet, firm step - our directlon,
willed and obligatory at once, 1s set for us within narrow
1imita, and on any other terms life 1s not worth the living.

ye have not the freedom to reach to thias or to that, but the

freedom to do the necessary or to do nothing, And a task that

historic necessity has set will be accomplished with the indiv-
il

iriu.nl' or against him."

Spenglerts metaphysical allemma permeats his politlical

. theory, which containa many similarities with the.Platcnic con-
ception of degensration as the consequence of a loas of tradi-
tion and the domlnance of selflshnesa. The Eatafes represent
the quintessence of creatlvity embodying breed and tralning

end thereby become the focl of world-history. Yet just how is
thls creativity accomplishedt ‘Te Nobility aymboliies pure
becomlng and the Prlesthood typifles waking-consclousness.
Since the esgence of the former 1s comprised in living a des-
tny and that of the latter in confining itself to the world

a3 etefnally possible expressed by a withdrawal from history,
it 1s diffienlt to see what constitutes Spengler's criterion
for ascribing equal symbolic significance to their appearance
83 estates, If the Nobllity does nothing but llve a deastiny

1t cannot be oreative. If the Priesthood represents mere waking-

Consciousness 1t docs not pbsaeﬂu any characteristic symbollsm.

—

1. Spengler op. cit. Vol. II. p.




Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 226
Image ID: 15213015



Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 227
Image ID: 15213016

=109~

Again, if religion 1s a conatruction or'vr_aklng-consnlousnoég

c;né should expect its early manifestations to be hesltan%, un-
gure of themsélves, attaining ever greater mastery of form

with the emancipatlon of the waking-consclousness in the devel-
opment of the Culture. In Tact, exactly the cpposite ia true

in Spengler's scheme. The period of greateat religious crea.ﬂve
force occurs at the beglnning :pf‘ tl_;_-,):c_tllltuzfo_ and Caesarlem

finds religlon just as all oth&r-problemgﬂ_qn devoid of any
syrbolls significance. : '

_"D’xe_nobiiitry‘as the prime estate appeare uimabls by 1it-

gelf to echleve that inner purposiveness which 2pengler con-

slders the outstendlng characterlistlc of the State. Indeed the
State comes into- ;xiatence oniy 6vef Vltsropploé.lt:lon. IL the‘ %
symbollism of thes state finds its expr‘assion in an 1dsa, which
transcends mere becoming, it seems evident that this 1:iea is
8 function of waking-—consci;.uanass not of an lmmanent destiny.
foreover, as Spengler points out, the Hagian culturesa articu-
late themaelves glmpst excluslvely through the symboliam of a
_Priesthood, with the nobility playlng a subsidiary role.
he conelualon appears. again, despite many striking in-
elghts, that the atrict separation of becoming and being into a
¥4 Postulate of alternatives has no atanding 1n' reality. Both are
; “erely tendencles, the relative predominance of which, churacter-
: ;'. lzes modes of world-experience.

1
Purposiveness without an organic¢ framework is meaningless.

) See post Ch. "The Sense of Responsibility”,
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pure exlatence’ describes an animsl state. All creativity re-
quires waking-éonsclﬁﬁshase, but effective leaderahip will take
into account the'unconScioua factors of motlvation. It must
ve admitted that In meny recpecta Spengler acknawledges this.
In the chapter on mathematlcs ,1 he explicltly affirms the Inter-
relationship. The confrontation of Pllate and Christ, of pro-
fournd and conmpelling beauty, contalins a poetic implicatlon not
only of the opposaltion but also‘ the connectlion of these aspects
of 1ife. But ever the temptation to shock and the approach to
hlstory as s machine perpetually r_-eproducing new manifes tations
of power, which ms.n is impotent to iInfluence, gains the uppeor
hend end leads to ths elaboration of the opposition between
Mme and Space, Dastiny and Causallty, the World-as-History

and the Viorld-as-Nature.

"Luther was the creatlon, not of intellectual necessity
but of dastiny."a 5 it wouldz be better to say that destiny embodies
ltself in intellectual necessity. Politlcel conduct reveals
not Just an inexorsble immanence but a process of becoming con-
fciausly evaluated, ILuther was conssquently more than the
creation of historical necessity, but the shaper of a tendency,
the ingpiretion of a dimly felt lohging. Life reveals not
nerely activity, but purposeful actlvity. Pollitics 1s not a
slmple problem of living the organic lmmanense, bub of recog-

nlzing the possibilitles of the situation. 'Tis recognition,

Y ——

1. Spengler op. clt. Vol. I. p. 54.
2. Spengler op. cit. Vel. II. p. 268.
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nowever, constltutes the emanation of & normative framework.
Necosslty can only serve as & foll for the transcendental ex-
2 :

perience of freedom, not as a guide to action.

Se6 post Ch. "Histery and Man's Experience of Morallty".
Ch. "The Sense of Responsibllity". For full development
of this 1idea.
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gonclusions

Spengler's philosophy of history reveals all the im-
plications of his metaphysical assumptlona. The forme of the®
great Cultures emerge out of the stream of nemeless h\i‘manity,
thelr whole life sn effort to actualize. their immanence., The
dircctedness of exlstence, the experience of destiny, scon
come into conflict with waking-consciousness, however., Stif-
lcé by & rationalism that recognizes no mys terles, ideatlion

in the great siyle ceases. 1In religlon, in politics, in art,

.1 formlessness rules a humanity which ean find refuge from the

tensions in its soul only in mystery oults, in panem ot clrcenses

and in sllent reslgnation to politlcal Caesarlsm., As the cosmis

veat gradually decreases the Culture turns itself into a Civil-

izatlon amidst e serles of cateolyesmic wars., Finally, with

waking-consciousness defeated by itsell, the powers of the blood

% rezssert themselves, life reverts to the fellah atets of creat-

ive Impotence, the Civilization petrifies and dies.

Despite the poetic imaginativeness of this phllosophy

tl end 1ts many -startlingly accurste pi-adictions, our analysis has

;:_'; revesled serlous diffleculties. The oppositioh between waking-

tonsciousness and becoming, between Time and Space, History

tnd Causallty expresses but.does not resolve, the dilemma of the
1 terlence of freedom in a determlned environment. Epengler be-
ki eves that history reveals an inexorsble destiny, its triumphas

§ "¢ consequence of an almost unswnscious participation “in the

P2 Process of becoming, But much of his data disproves these
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cententlons, If each culture ‘t:onstructe 1ts owm Image of the
vorld and spends 1ts exls teﬁce'in en atltempt to actualize 1t,
then the blological sequence of generations attains symbolism
only through an lnward- :xperience., DBut since experlences are
unique and neéaauity can govern only the general, we find that
ihe specificlty of eac‘h culture 1s a functlon of freedom, not

{ a blindly-working organic lmmanence. Destiny requlires waking-
consclousness to sctuallze 1ts possibilitles.

On the other hand, if the life of each culture represents
an effort to actuallze its prime-cymbol, one would expect the
.‘nlatoz‘lcal development of the culture %o vary as much as thelr
symbollsm, Spengler, however, has postulated an identical pol-
itlc.al Institutlionalization at comparsble ateges of existence.
Tils leads to the conclusion, . that the cultures may not repres-
eni 8s self-contalned organisme as Spengler suggests., The very

31', possibllity of making an anaiyaia of another Culture's soul

indlcates, moreover, a degree of inner relationship ccmpounded

§'.' by the fact that Spengler seriously examines only the Faustlan,
i

#'1 appollinian and Magian Cultures.
Spengler's denial of the interrslationship of Cultures

Ed and thelr inabllity to ever understand each other's symbols 1s

8 thus refuted by his approach. If the symbols of another Culture

i 4 BusE always remain Inwerdly remote, it ia diffiocult to see what

If, however, most

‘or more complete analysls sce ente discussion at end of
previous section.
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i cultures Legln by taking over foreign symbols thenl :,}: can hardly :
v ve asserted that these forma did not condition tﬁeir uaérs. 'Ihough
curistlani bty mey have been adapted to {1t the nesds Qf the Faug-
tien soul, the vhole history of the West was peormeated by the
perticular spirltusllty of thls wsli-or"gnnize‘d institﬁfion; A
with its heritage of the Grséco-—?\oman tredition., The infusien .

of new meaning Into old forma 1nvo]:vps a different prqcéaa tha.n_

spentaneous creativity.

Séehgler'a political theory containg similar inconzls-

tencles. It proved Impossible t6 reconclle the metaplwsiq:i
postulate of alternative modes of behavior with a ‘politioal_l'
symoolism cxpressed in Estatea, The nobllity es the reproaon—‘"
tative of an lnexorable deatlnj appea;'a to have no '.-sc‘:ovpe for %
creatlvity end the Priesthood, as the exponent of purs waking-
consolousness lacks aymbollam._l Spengler's difficulty derivea
from the resolution of tendenclea whose relative predominance

i cheracterlizes modes of wbrld—experlence into incompatible alter-
natlves, He forgot that the World-as-History and the World-as-

: Falure are merely symbolic representations of possidle apprehen-
tlons of reallty, not objective atiributes of exlstence., History
and Causallity represent types of analysls concerned respec tively

B3 "1th nounenal and phenomenal m::.z:u:r'z-e.m:e:;.2 This does not prove

thelr opposition, however. It merely indicates levels of

B

o

These arguments ere presented at considerably greater length

it the end of the reapective chapters,
Sce post Ch., Hlstory and Man's Experlerice of Morality for

Completo analysis.
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neaning for eventa which can be understood only as & unlty, as
deatiny purposively evaluated, gé ‘hlstorj consciously lived.

Purely analytiocsl criticism of Spengler will, however,

i
never dlscover the profounder levels of hls philosophy. These

reslds in his evocation of those elements of 1ife that will ever
be the subject of an inner experlence, in his intuition of a
% mystle relatlonship to the infinite that expresses peraonality.
. Spanglér'd vislon encompaseed an approach to history which -
shatever our opinlen of his conclusions-transcended the mere
e caussl analysls of dataﬂand the shallow dogmatlsm of many pro-
gress tl;xeoriel. ¥o dlscusaion of internal structure cen inval-
idate the rbroe of Spengler's description of Christ's journey to
Jerusalem or the dramatic quality of the exposition of the dllemma
in Hiohslangelo.'s soul. After sll haa been sald, the conviotion
reains that Spengler had found a poetry in 1life which rises
lb;'l;s barren systematization of i1ts manifestations.
To be sure, such an approach presents dangers., ‘he

latent anti-intellectualiam may well lead to a cult of sheer

ngf . In any philosophical dlscusslon one must sharply distinguish

E the philcsophical assumptions from their argunent.,. A refut-

% ation of the latter may merely mean that the me taphysical
Postulates are capable of stronger suppor ting formulation.
Loglc can ald in evaluating internal consis tency eand rele=-
vance but ls no test for the metaphysical assump tions wnhioh
can be analyzed only by utilizing enother set of assumptions,
NGt an objective standard of valldity. It is posaible, there-
fore, to offer different explanations for all of Spengler's
symiols of soul-images without refuting the concept of the

;ou} of a culture. (See Appendix A - The Concepts of Mean-
ng),




Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 240
Image ID: 15213029



Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 241
Image ID: 15213030

AR 9 P R

=116«

power, of which recent history has seen many examples. But the
fact that certaln arguments Iif pressed %o an extremity involve
unacceptable consequences doés not necessarily disprove their
yelidity. It indicates rather that in the ultimate problems
of 1ife Man must find the sanctlon for hls conduct within him- :
se1f, not in technical solutlont., Every event 1s not merely an
efféct but also an experience. As an effect 1t 1s subject to
causal deteﬁnlnation; as an oxperlences 1t contalns the meaning
of freedom and the eszence of personality.. T™is accounts for
the unsa tisfactorineas of ethical systems such as Northrop's,
who concelves values as appro#ehable by mere methcdology. It
was not, after all, Splnoza's geometrical method that led to

£y .‘115 ethical concepts but his inner attitude which a priorl dir-

ected the method.

It was Spengler's merlt that he understood this, as well

&s the underlying unity of 81l manifestations of human endeavor,

.
e
oy

though his poetilc Imagination caused him to overvalue the realm

b
¢f necesslty and underestimate the purpeosive element. Perhapa

i i

“ie most serious eriticiam to be made against Spengler consists

i B

1, Dante has illustrated, in perhaps the only way possible, the

Interdependence of reason and inner experience, causallty

end grace., On the climb to the top of Mount Purgatory, he
nas absorbed the essence of human wlasdom. Henceforth only

an Inner experience can conduct him. VYhen Beatrice appears
he turns for guldance to Virgil, but reason ias here powerless.
Just as Plato's Idea of tha Good, just as Kant's expsrience

of freedem, the final attalmment of human treanscendence, is

& matter of inner 1llumination not technical manlpulation,

Sée post for full development of this idea. Ch. "The Sense
of Respon=1bility",

-
A
=

i

—
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of his uneasy swaying between the tvo;ld-ds—oxperiance',
which 1s the onl; approach to an epprehension of purpos-
tveness and hils vision of 1%t as mere repetition of power-
phenomena, He constantly s.tresses the uniqueness of ex-
perience and yet finds 1n hlstory no more than the general-
ity of phenomena. The totallty of-ms_n‘a longing can not,
however, ach_ieve a sanction through a mere oataloguing of
appearances, but must attain menning through the specific

in Man's experlences. -Spengler attempts to resolve these

difficulties by his emphasis on the historlcal rather than
; 1

the moral nipecta of existence. He 18 ever concerned

with an evaluation of the elements of success, which really
represents a.- mniraetatioﬁ of a will-to-syatem from a
pragmatic rather than an ethiocal point-of-view. This em-
phasis on succeas leads to that strict separation of History
and Causality, of which the person of Christ constitutes

not a proof but a contradiction. But no truth is without
ite hilstorioal tendency and every effective conduct im-

plies some normative element.,

1. See foot note Vol. II. p. 216. "The method of the
present work 1s historlical, It therefcre recognlzes
the historical, as well as the anti-historical as a
fast, Tho religlous method on the other hend looka
upon itself as true and the opposite as false. The
ifference 1s qulte insuperable." .
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What else is the meening of Canossa, where not

e

even dire poiitical necess.{ty avalled to turn away 2 sup=

plicant supported by dogma, but who was reduced to that
_pcsltlun,at least in pert, by the very strength of the
roral senction of the church?

On the other &nd, Spengler's attempted pragma-
tism makes the charge of Pessimism largely inappllicable,
Pessimism in the ethical sense implies the exiatence of
s&nd&rds.l Spengler, however, makes no more claim to
enbodying moral principles "in his analysls of politica than
Machlavelll. On the contrary, agein like Machiavelll, one
can easlly detect a preference for the lived metaphyslcs
of an earller time, when longing and 1lifs embodled 1tselifl
in more virile forms., Spengler concelves himself in the
role of a physician, who by informing a patlent of the

Incurability of cancer, does not advocate it as a way-of-

life,

1. The problem might be ralsed whether pessimism i1s not
tha conditlon for ethical progress., Certalnly the
assumption that thia is the best of all possible
world does not lend itself to an attltude of purpos-
lve morallty.
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To be sure, an acceptance orr his conclusions and the
recognitlon of the transltoriness of exis tenoc,'mar well lead
to @ kismetlc resignation oria complete uneoncern with any-
thing except material conditions of success. But this 1s only
ore tendency implleit in Spﬁngier. Ita uecaptanco cons tituses
the revelation of e perzonality rather thnn an invaelidation

¥ of Spengler's position. WNo nocauar-y connection e:d‘at';a bé-'
tween permanence of exiatence and moral conduct in the his-
torlcal realm, any more than in prlvata 1ife., Etmcu can not
bs derived from a purposivenesa of tha unlverse revealed in
-phenomenal appearances, That cafta!nty of acticn 1a not _81““,_
toman. On the other hand, the rscogaltion of 1imits, that
one 1s man and not God, may in nations, as in individuals,
=i serve as the baslia for eth&oai criteria and the congept of

B the moral personality of man.-

Spengler states at one polnt that the Weat is composed

40' Kantlens who do not know how Kantian they are. It 1s cer-

’? teln that he, toc, has followsd Kant's pesition to 1ts ultim-
jifte conclusion, All phenomenal appearance reguires for its

i tognitlion not only forms inposed by the human mind, but those

"'CI‘Y forms are funotlons of partieular oultures. Tey do not exhaust

,'.; ¢+ See post Chapter "Hiatory and Man's Experience of Morallty",
74 Ch. "The Senae of Responsibility" for full development.
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h;;mselve; 1n éatabl:lshing péftern_a of phenoménal knowledge,
hu-’f- includs si_l ‘manifaa tations of human activity, 1nclud1n'g
those numina specifically excepted by Kant: our knowledge of God,
freedon, immortallty and morallty.
ekl s V‘Kan‘t cbhditiqned all subsequeﬁt metaphyéica 1t 1s
sirtain that Hegel 1 immanent in most of the philosophy of
nistory, no ma.ttef how pasalonate the denlel. Hig concept of
histo:l-y z;.a the manifestation of the idea In t.ime and Na‘ture as
the rep;;es?:ntatiran of the spirit in Spacol was &dopted by Speng-
ler with but minor rmodificationa. ‘The deatiny that 1s our ex-
perience of hiatory differs neithor in 1%s inward necessity nor
in anything more essential than formulation from the self-real-
izatlon of' the Sbirlt. For Hegel's rationality was not, after
ell, f{ant'u pure reason but had as 1ts ultimate criterion actual-
1ty. .
Dsrwin, too, be he ever so derided, is implicit in much
of Spengler. The theory of evolution may well be no more than
2 working hypothesis, particularly adapted to the mentallty of
18th century England and logically replacable by a catastrophe
i Concept,  Neverthelesas, its primary test of physical survival

: 13 repeated by Spengler as the criterion of fitness in his
b 2
il lorld-ns-Fistory.

————

= . Hegel - The Philosophy of History p. 72.
42 Spengler's strikling counterpart is Vico's philosophy of his-

5 tory, which however ia never mentioned 1n "The Decline of the
Vieat". Vico, too, saw in histoury a cyclical recurrence of
¢lyilizatlons, their growth exhiblting discrete phases of
tctivity, The occult wlslom of the early stape bases 1tself
on a religious experience. IHut as the mystery of life dis-
fopears, reason becomes dominant. The philosophical wisdom
of the Culture's maturity expresses the clalma of a ratlon-
8lity fully consclous of 1ts power. No stage of development
tén_be maintained, however. . The necessary realization of a
Culture's immance follaws an inevi _u.bl% gatté ‘

= thus “the modern precursor of a systiemati oye
T e i e
TN
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Scholarly critlclsm of Spengler has been sporadlc and
rrequently besides the point. Ssbine's brief summary 1s 8 tirade
% and not an analysié.l V. 8. Yarros confines himself to éh‘arac-
terlzing Spengler as the apostle of the new pessimism clting
in oppositlion the "progress" achieved in socilal leglslation énd
: political liberty by ‘k’Iesterﬁ ma.n-.2 The article suffers from
having been written on the eve of the most demoniac outburst

4 of the "progresslve" Vest.

The most profound analysis 1s probably that of Eduard

3 .
3 eyer, who' though mccepting many of S_pengler'a conclusions,

opposes Yo the nbncept of the organlic culture of definite ex-
tends and fixed duz-ation, that of overlapping culture-circles,
¥hose capabillty of absorbin.g allen influences as wsll as thelr
pa.'i.sibility of different deveiopment 1s manifold and whose de-
¢line is a result not a cause of excessive involvement in imper-
1alistlc ven't;ures.4 Thus a purposive element of choice 1s im-

H ported into Spengler's development, éta fatedness the result,

at least in part, of human volition.

Is Spengler a determinist? f‘his question is not as ab-
g furd a3 might appedr from a cursory reading of his philosophy.

———

Sablne - Western Political Thought p. 705.

Open Court Vol. 473 253, p. 8 June 1933.

Schroeter - "Der Strelt um Spengler" presents primarily an
analysls of conflicting points of view.

Edunrd Meyer - Spengler's Untergang des Abendlandes - Curtis
Verlag, Berlin.

Taough, of course, 1t can be argued that this volitlon 1s
ltself a function or destiny.
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: peterminlsm 1ag'ai‘ter all,s;flex_ible concept, Freedom can never
=2 méan unlimited cholce, nor determinism plantlike dependence.
: pny manifestation of the problems of necessity ard freedonm,
: constitutes a question of the relatlve welght of tendencles
5 rather than a crass assertion orvrginéompatlblea. Spengler took
is into account, though his anthusiasm leads to a formulation
that seems t6 nega.te.hls theoretical awarensss, Incldent and
i destiny are the differentia vhich represent the oppositlon.

e historical direction vhich 1a fixed and unalterable, ines-

= capable as death-constitutes Destlny., Its embodlment in actual-
: 1

: ity, however, depends on Incidsnt. It was en Incldent that

.7"‘-_ ¢olurbus discovered Amerlce as the agent‘ of the Spanish_ rather
than the French throne and thet thereby the style of polltlcs
of the né.ﬁt centuries was set by Kadrid 1nstead of Parls. But
it wvas a destiny, that the late perlod of the West should acoom-
plish  1tself through absolutism to a Revolutlon. That thls rev-
olutlon sccurred in France was en Incident, but 1t was a Destiny
that Napolsonlsm should accompany the turn of the culture into

4 0 clvilization, There ars perscnal Incldents when a great man
such aa Napoleon concentrates the whole meaning of en epoch in
himself and thereby sccomplishes in a fe:w years, what under
the impersonal Incident of an epoch it took the Classical
decades to achieve.a Tne inner loglc of events 1s fixed,

e goneral tendénoies of the development determined, but

Spengler op., e¢it, Vol. I. p. 139 et seq.
Spengler op. oit, Vol. I. p. 1490.




Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 254
Image ID: 15213043



Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 255
Image ID: 15213044

~123-

ts incidental eppearance ls the result of the self-assurance
B4 4 the work of people who can live a destiny rather than suf-
ES ror it.l
This leads to the dllerma inherent In all philosophy
4 of history that stresses the organlc aspect as a postulate of
acitlon: the connection between the necessary and the posslble;
it is & problem'which Kant too consldered and failed te solve
completely. In order to establish the validity of his cate-
.gorical imperative as a foundatlon of eternal peace, Xant was

forced to demonstrate the possibility of 1ts application. Bui

el 1 proof of feesibility became a dlctum of necessity end seems
; 2

Ee to ncgate the moral basls of the categorical lmperative.
Similarly Spengler concluded by posing the alierna-
tives of doing the necessary or doing nothing. Yet this 1is
the descriptlon of a psychologlcal state rather than a gulde
io ectlon. Just as the pleasure principle in psychology it
aseribes a definitional motivation to past actlon but 1s total-

4 1y uscless as & standard for the predlction of future

This refutes the argument that Spengler's later work "The
House of Decision" represents a logical inconsiatency.

o merely descrives in that book the possible lines of
actlons open to the Western Culture in its present stage
of development.

See post. Ch. History and Han'a LExperlence of Morality.
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Man may ever desire to do the necessary or pleasurable,
if in varying \the fields of ac tivity and though the ermphasis.
nay be .on elther the moral or material aspect of life. Ho’wever,‘ not
thé postulate of necessalty but the content ascribed to 1t con-
stliutes the real crilterion for motivated activity. Spenglerts
only standard f‘or a necessary action 13 its success. Apart
sz-om the fact that thls represents no aid whatever in the really
sruclal personal or political decisions - for what gakes kt.hem
problematical 1s the existence of difflcult alterné.tives - he
offers no standard for what he means by succeas. Christ dled
on the Cross and his misslon to Jerusalenm ;tas a miserahlé::t[om;

entary failure. W%as his sctlon, therefore hlistorlcally un-

necessary? [fuss was burned in Constance eand Luther split the

Shurch. Whose action embodled neceasity? Was Luther posslble

7lthout Huss? Some day, Protestant Christlanlty may disappear

4 1. ihe difficulty of the pleasure principle derives from the
Ledonistic 1implications of the word in everyday language.
Por vwhat is really meant by the pleasure principle? The
psychologist counters arguments that most persons are in-
capable of striking a rational balance between varlous
possible sources of satisfactlion with an assertlon of the
unconscious factor of motivation. Since 1t 1s a fact that
nany persons commit acts vhich are actually palnful, the
paychologlist finds refuge in a bvalance of greater and
legser pain. But what he 1s really assylng 1s that every
action muzt have a prepondérance of motlives for its per-
formance and he is thus describing wmotlvated activity - If
not merely activity - not pleasure, Of course, a sclentlst
has a perrect right to adopt any definitlon suitable (see
Appendlx A) provided that he stays within the conventional
neaning of his terms. Moreover the equating of pleasure
and motive la.really no help at all for 1t mersly shifts
the main problem from a definition of motive to a defini-
tlon of pleasure. It ia never clear whether actions result
fron pleasure or whether pleasure 1s that form which actlona
regult end in the final analysis both conceptions must ve
used. ‘e same argument holds for the "neceaslty concept.™
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yom‘%:hn; ,.faﬁé-rzof the nérth. | Will that reduce Luther to a mean-
tntless, Incident? Moreover since hlstor:r is 1tself a function
of *‘13 sou'l.-ima,ge of g Caltu_c and 1%s awareness a resuli

1ts qymbolism 1t appears that Deatiny and Incident, necessarv
and ncc1den*a1 are merely transitory manifestations of a part--
1cauar .(epth-esxperience and not epplicabls as & gulde to activ-

Bty

“Two misconceptions seem to be involved in the problem

{ nocessity as a sanctlon of conduct: a confusion of the doer
md the éétion,vrmd of the 1r;tent with the tondency. Mo acsiv-
ity can in retrospect be pmvud to have resulted from free vrlll-
e fact of mction 1ndlcat1ng a preponderance of factors on ona
stde. Ta thie view all ectlons are determined. On the other
2nd only daeds ;:nboiving the logic of history sre necessary.

for can one reconcile this dllemmn?

The inten%t and the tendency of historical fizure are rad-
leally different, as Spengler frequently points out., Of vhat use
then 1s 2 rule to do the necesa{ary? Vherein lles the mys tery of
Tesults totally. incomensural;le wlth Intention and yet dependent
for thalr appearance on such willed activity?

‘Te greater the interwval between the event and the analy-
15, the moie determined does the sct appear, as Tolstol already

'-P"\&:iized. With the passage of time, 21l the manifold posgib-

{ilitles that accompanied performance are forgotten and only the

Tolstol - War and Peace - Epllogue.
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;_ﬂ,‘lgion :rf:malns, a testimony to its irrevocability. Han, des-
pite lume, can néver inagine anything totally out of his frane
of reference and the detalled historical development that might
neve ensued, if, for example Richileu had not interferred in
the 30-years war, 1s beyond the scope of even the nmost poetle
historlan.

Undoub tedly, the frustrated soul of a suddenly tradi-
sionless Germany in the 1920's cried out for something to hold
on to. But none of Hitler's lieutenants, as evidence abundantly
shows, could have unleashed the demoniac forces that were event-
ua1ly produced by the Fuehrer. Yet Hitler'Q fate hung on a
hread many tlmes. Ever some little incident saved him, always
in the minds of the chief actors there sxlsted meaningful al-
ternﬁtives.l Whatever our vliew of the necessity of these events
oday, the key queation 1s in how far necessity could have
served elther as a gulde to action or for the predictioﬁ of

4 ovents In 1935. Simllarly Spengler's analysié of the British

= political development contalns many challenging observations.

ie hag not explained, however, why 1t was the Fronde and not
the State which ‘triu.mphed in the 17th centn.iry.
™is demonstrates the essentlial characteristic of his-
torical necessity. No matter what we may think of 1ts compell-
o4 Ing quality, 1t ever appaai-S' to man in the éulua of freedom,

herc always seem to exist alternutives, between which one can

Glsevius - To the Bitter End. Vol. II. Chapter 1.
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choose, and without such alternatives life wo;.x..ldlbe un thinkable.
mis 1s perhaps the profoundest meaning of ths union oi‘ the -
catezorical imperative with historical neccessity in Kant.l Necess-~
ity. as a gulde to action 1s useless, even for a pragmatist.
e number of hlstorlical figures who died believing themselves
to have falled, and yet Vrepresentad- the future of thelr culture
;4 1s leglon, as la the number of those whose pinnacle of temper=
ary augceés merely served to hide the hiatorical hollowness of
their po-sition.
The questlon of conceptual historical naceasﬁ:y Voanr be
safely left unsettled then for 1t 1s prejudged by our experience
of freedom. Freedom 1s not a daofinitional quantity, but an
4 lnner experlence of 1life as a process of decidin'g meaningful

alternatlves. Tils, 1t must be repeated, does not mean unlimited

i cholce. Everybody 1s a product of an age, & natlon, and environ-

'] nent, But, beyond that, he constitutes whak is essentlally un-
f:2 approachable by analyais, the form of the form, the creative
essence of history, the moral personality. However we may ex-
i plain actions in retrospect, thelr accomplishment occurred with
{ the inner conviction ef cholce.
Tals 18 not to say that Spengler's view of the develop-
1 "ent of the culture through youth, maturity, to decline and

fd death 13 without merit. T:: life ﬁelongs death, 1n history, as

—

11 mis, however, can not serve as the ultimate recenciliation
of this inconsistency in Kanit. See post Ch IV "His tory and
Man's Experlence of Morallty."
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in individuals, No culture has yet been permanent, no striving
completely fulfilled. It 1s not clven toAman to choose his
sge, or Yo the statesman the condition of his time, DBut the
form taken by the particular period, the meaning glven to 1life

13 the task of each generation, ¥an can find the sanction for

his actlons only vwithin himself, not in the discovery of pur-
1

poses 1n phenocmena. It is a responslbllity correctly seen

by Rant as a duly since even lnactivity postulates an absolute
2

=2 NOrme

And so we come to the final problem In Spengler that

of Touth and Age. Can one asoribe orpganlc periods to Cultures?

in how far 1s the analogy to organlc experlence valid? It seems

4 certaln that to man the problem of age 1s closely tled to a

t 1 miyslologlcsl state, After a certain period of life the know-

{ ledge of a limli becomes ever more definite, the inexorability

of development in the ligh% of one's past inevitable. The know-

ledge of the transitoriness of existence i3 responsible for much

& tonslstency in actlion, and gives rise to the tragedy of the man

Fd v mus t live out an essentially meanlingless bellef, only to

L. On this point see also Schweltzer "The Philoscphy of Clvil-
Ization" p. 271 et. Baq.

§ 2 For full discussion of thes., genersli ties see post Ch.

"The Sense of Keaponsibil’ ",
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glve content to hls past, g This 1s the drama of Rubashov in
"ﬁarkness at Noon", and of Ivan Karamazoff who confesses, not
i1 indeed because ha committed the murder, but because the crime
” ._ was implicit in his previous life, which could acquire meaniilg
only through this sacrifice,
Yet age 1s not exclusively a physiological state. Iife
exhiblts an eternal recurrence of problema, the settlement of
sach cunditioning_ aﬁd weakening the ability to respond to othersa.
3 It 1s a dilemma in which abstract argument can nct go -
mch fu:.:vther.1 ‘The physlological enalogy 1s not tenable with
cultures, yet the exlistence of oivil;zationa may be concelved
a3 a successlion of dllemmas. Toynbee c.orreqtly analyzed the
chellenge and response element, but turned i1t into a mechanis-

i 4 tlc method for material salvation. It appears, that the solution

4 °f each problem takes away something of tho ablllty to experlence

T ‘

its Inner meaning, gradually l'essening.the intenaity of the

=

=

response, The League of Nations was a dream, the United Natlons

g-.

73

s merely a technical olearing house, perhaps therefore of

s

"
2

_1onger duration as 1is inner 1dea 1is dlassipated. Ageing 1in a

fulture may well be the gradual solation of the problems imman-

2
it in 1ts existence, thelr death a form of disenchantment.

T ey

bstract ergument can give no ald, because the fact of exlstence
3forces a positlon towards 1life regsrdlesa of the state of the

{tilture 1a which one lives and because the very certainty of

See post Ch. IV. The Sense of Reupunsibiilty for limitation
of a theory of action, which attempts to derive its attain-
@billty from phencmenal reslity,

4° Sco post. "The Sense of Reaponsibility" for Development
¢ ©°f this Conocept.
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transi‘tori"ness' can enab:le man -to ghi-v.e a \me:;nh-lrg, tb ﬁia exiﬁten;a.
All the Cultures S::)engler treats have dislnto‘gxtq.tq_q_:“ It
§ i3 of no avall to charge pesiaimism. Immortality can not he- .

{ jchleved by postulate. But behind the physicél decay that seems
t1e lot of everything exlsting emergea a level of meaning ‘which
“hodles a type of nttalnable per -nanenoe.r In ita death eaoh -7
gulture bequed thed forma to the successor whic‘-x whatever Speng-
ler's assertion, were ihe condi"io*a precadant te all aubeequont
Drohlemation and the foundation of future greai.naal. A

Mommsen haq stated it well- "We ars faoad with the e'zd
of t‘ze Roman Republic. For lm...r 2 mille-uum we obvserved her
ruling the countries of the. Hedlterranaan. ¥Wie have seen her
tollspse in politiecs, in mora-a, in religion end in litaratura,
‘nat through the violence of external eventa, but through a
gradnal inward decay. The world which Caesar found, contained
mich of the ncble heritage of_‘paat centurles and an infinite
thundance of pomp- and giury, but little apirit; atill less taste.
ibove 81l, the foy had gone out of 1life, It was indeed an old

orld; not to be made young agaln even by the genius of Caesarts
imtriotism, The serenlty of the dawn can not return until darke
ﬂesa has set in and'ning'ht has relgned supreme. But nevertheless
2he brought to the sorrély harrassed peoples‘ on the Mediterranean

tolsrable evening t;.fter the sultry noon. And when in good
£'lne, after long historical night, the day of new peoples dawned

2'21n and young nations in free self-fulfiliment bogan to move

@ tovards new and higher goals, there were among Lhem quite a few
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nin, as they still do, the dlatinctlve character of thelr natlon-
1 . p

ality." ,
Perhaps this is the only immortality a Culture has .

a right to requiz;e.

Thus Spenglert's philosophy of history, with its challeng-

ing intultlons aﬁd broad vistaa represents an uttemﬁt at the

4 rpsolution of the enigmﬁs of exlstence. He clearly realized
the necessity of an axpliclit metaphysical foundation for the
ppprehension of History-as-an-Intuition.

Though his philosophlical assumptions do not always stand
up under anelytlcal criticlam, and chough alternative interpre-
tetlons can be offered for some of his data, Spengler's poetle

: lmagination p‘ointed» the way towarda insights of profound and
compslling beauty. The world-as-experiencs representa a con-
struction which takes full cognizance of the organic factors of
existence., There 1s considerable merit in his articulation of
the two possible modes of cognition and exlstence, Destiny and
ausality, Time and Space. The interdependence of religlon and
natural sclence constitutes a poetic vislon of great depth. How-
ter, Destiny can not merely conalst .of végetation and all activ-
Ity 1mplies purposes. No mere asaértion of necessity can relieve

—

=M

Toodore Mommsen - The Hlstory of Rome - Vol. VI p. 614.
(German editlion - Verlag der Weldmannachen Buchhandlung) .
My translation.
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£ ; culture from the respensibility giving own meaning to 1ts own
l axigtence.l Whatever the tragedy of 1ife, 1ts content constltutes
e creatlion of an individual soul, the reactlon to 1ts imman-
ence contalns the essence of personallty.
Spengler thought that he had resolved this problem by

a postulation of alternatives. But at each éspect of his phil-
osophlcal exposlitlon, thils dilemma has accounted for lack of
¢ongistency and 1nabilitj to eccount for a wide range of phen-
omena. It 1s atrange that a Transcendentalist should have found

no deeper meaning in history than its mere manifestaticna.

And so the poetlc beauty of Spengler's psychology pre-

sents a challenge - for other mindas and new approaches. The
dilemms. of the relatlon of necesslty ‘and freedom remains, to

1 culde our quest for the meaning of hilstory, the purpose of 1life.

¥ o—

{11, See poat Ch. "The Sense of Responsibllity". Also Appendix
: A "The Concept of Meaning."
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HISTORY AS AN EMPIRICAL SCIENCE

Toynbee
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Toynbee attempted to transcend Spengler’s metaphysical
.1115itations by' en assertlon of purposlveness. He argued that
watory did not re-vas:\l en organic process, continuously end
inevitably reproducing new manifestations of power but a willed

g development of responsive growkth, its fatality a testimony to
can's fallure, not to & tragedy of unavoldable death.

iz Mistory, in Toynbee's schems, exhiblts a constant al-
tornation of dynaﬁ!.c ereativity and statle torpor. The embod=

&5 1nants of actlvity are civilizations, belngs of "the highest
1

ordor and self-contained", which alone constitute "intslli-
gy gible fields of atudy."z They do not represent organic enti-
4 100 with determined 1ife-spans, but merely a relation, the
common Tleld of actlon of thelr component political cormmunitles.
Telr life presents a succession of problemsa, each a challenge
to undergo an ordeal, If the successful response crestes an

overbalance which in turn presents itaelf as a challenge, then

B e

the eiviligation grows through e dynamic rhythm of continuous
problemation,

s

This 13 accomplished under the guldence of a minority

S B

wilch.leads the uncreative majorlity by mimesis, a social drill,

‘15:—?‘;:

o the charm of .1ts insplration, Yet creativity contelns its

b4 o nemeals in an lidolatry of past successes and mimesis 13

% doomed to break down begause of its wechanicalneszs, The creative

g “~--
A T o

:“:':‘ E' :L:O}mbee OPe olt. Vol, VI. Pe hs.
3 <+ Toynbee ope. clt. A Study of Hlastory Vol. I. p. 5T,
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-gmority, ammin@ the rift in aaemw, turns *tsau‘ into a domin-
3 ant ninority and rules by force, The uncreatlve majority and the

parbarlens ‘beypnd the borderu. secedo, forming the intemal and
exbernal proletariat, !l‘he rift in the body soclel parallels &
schlsu 1'1 tho soul from tne tenaionu of which a universal state-
gppears the 1mmad1ut.e golution, - But an wm..cceus*‘ul aeriea of
respon3es has doomed the o:!.\dli:ation. Ita inner maani'zg is,

L= howover, salvaged by the highor raligion which the internal p*o-"'

8 lotariat creates on the rulns of the collapaing univerae.l state.

AMter & vio;ent .“.nterregmm the universal church becomes the
cﬁrysalis from whlch a new soclety may spring by the process of =
H spparentation-and-affiliation, :

% The approach of the study whilch bmsen itself on "the
gall-beloved method of making an empirlcal aurvoy"l lesds

Toyrbee into inner contredictions. An empiriclst will always
£ bo feced with the valldation of those ncormative concepts, for

thlch history offers no necessary proof, and phenomena no uni-

verael rule, The formulation of historical laws implies a con-
ceptlon of necessltiy, not to be evaded by a mere postulation of
purposiveness, Against a Sabkground of twenty-one clvilations

that elther have collapsed or exhibit all the symptoms of decay,

thallenge-end-roaponae, with 1ts eccompanylng doctrines of

¥ 1. Toynboe op. cite Vol IV. p. 261
§ cv A5 Kant shows,
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yithdrawel-and-return becomes not a negation of inevitability,
put ts mechanistic description. Moreover, an empirical sur-

vey has a tendency to conglder mere surface phenomena as equi-

valent, since the inner interpretative meaning must constltute

a motaph-y-siéal‘ .:cequ-ztlon.

'i‘oyn’bee co'mpou.nda ithis by iﬁposing e normatlve pattern
on compa;:atﬁe atudy of civilizations, all of whilch are con-.
gelved aa ;)hildsophically c@ntempbrury and functionally equiva-
lent. A Platro:ile identification of politlcal ection with ap-
propriete typas of souls reaﬁlts and an affirmation of a supra-
mitdane plene of history that emtodles the true fulfillment of
exlatence. ¢ i RS

It will be our task to ﬁn&lyze the validlty of an at-
tempt at finding solutions to problems of .inner experience in
the causal manifestations of life. We must determine the degree
of reallty that can be ascribed to analoglea from mythology or
the New Testament. This will bring us face to face with cur
basic enlgma: Does hilstory or 1life exhlbit a master-plan the
understanding of which offers a key to the dilemmas in our
souls or does the solution reside in an inner reconciliation?
Must we look outslde or inslde ourselves for a motive force to
Gprenend the essence of history’ as a gulde to actlon?’ Can

§ & nctaphyslcal pattern be utlllz;d in a study that professes
Y find its proof in the firat instance in empirical data?

B ——

{1 See post Appendix A "The GConcepts of Meaning".
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';31; problem of what constltutes the motive=-force of directed

- 11fe, Spengler had opts;i for en organlc immanence thet ruled

B3 (11 happenings. Toynbee could not face the dlilemma in this
forme Ho argusd that life presented a serles of challenges,

B the response to which revo.aled a parsonality end whose solution

465 Lherefore unpredictable, Yet thls assertlon of freedom

clashed with his empirlicel data that indicated almost certain

dscay for each civilization. ‘

Tojnbeé tried to solve this aifficulty by considering

ristory as the realization of & divine plan, in which "the:

ss0ds town are separate sseds, each with its own destiny, but

all of one kind, end sown by the same Sower in the hope of
: p :

attaining one harvest." Growth and decay merely hide an under-

1 1/ing unlty through which God reveals Himself to mankind. Life

8 sonts an alternation of actlvity and decsy, of integration
nd diffarentiation. Whlle events seem superficlally recurreant,
jhiatéry actually operates in the Iashion of a wheel, thne clrculer
tition of wh:lch serves as the condition for progress,

Toynbee's metaphysical doctrine 15 nowhere explicitly stated.
In order to give 1t the most complete presentation I have
utilized Dente's philosophy, whlch seems closest to the implied
concept of Toynbee and applied it to the concept of Transfig-
uwentlion which is tne key of Toynbee's cosmologye

Toynbee op. clt, Vole IIL. Pe_ 385

Toynbee 0OPe cit. VQlo Iv. Pe 5
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me disintegration of civillzations merely exhibits the conditlon
foe & higher experience, for the vislon of the supra-mundane
rosllty which is of and beyond this world, the City of God,
vhich emerges out of the ashes of the human City of Daatruction.l
Thig 18 the concept of tramaflguratlion which tranaforms
“i'nm eoventas of this world into incidentel eppsearances in a divine

scheme, and which conslders true peace that inner state of

bloasedness which comea with the recognition of limits. Yet

now can God's realm be in this world and not be of 1t? What
; ; e
g;is the relation of God's imnmanence to Hls transcendence,

Dante has poetlcally resolved the philsiophlcal problems

-

Toynbea op. cite Vole VI. Do 167

Toynbee answers the problem with two similes, one gaometri-
col on the nature of the relation of a aquare to the side

of & plane of a cube, the other gsographical based on a
tomporal auperimposl%ion of successive layers of settle-
ments on the seme site, Nelther .are completely satisfactory.
The goomatrical simile merely proves the fesslbllity of
constructing auch & relation, not its exlstence. The geo-
graphical enelogy illustrates the trulsm that every physical
cbject is part of a larger whole. Toynbes op. clt. Vel.

Vi. p., 159-162, ;
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reised by Toynbee. Man partleipates 1n a divine plan and in-

gofar 83 he 13 God's creature 1s incapable of greater perfection.
Tie cognition of the first intelligence (self-evidence of cer-
tain axioms) and the affection for the first objects of desire
(the pure love of God) express the dlvine imprint. But Man 1s
elso fallen from Eden. He has tasted the frult of good and evil,
a sin both because of 1ts timing and the overstepping of limits.
lants ralll has been so deep, the corruption of his nature so
extenslve that unalded he would be totally incapable of trans-
cending his fallen state. Himanity attalns the possibility of
Grzee only through the majesty of Christ's sacrifice. It"a

¥ exlstence reveals an unceasing struggle for the self-realiza-

tion of a Will corrupted by desire. Reason, "the virtue that

2
&4 counsels", constltutes the agency by which the will 13 deter-

mined into 1ts proper dilrection.

The potentiallty to love God expresses Man's true essence,
the misdirectlion of this feeling contalns the fatedness of ex-
lstence. Inward bleasedness exhibita the reflection of God's

love and that of all true bellevers and serves as the condition

for lrmortality. Yet this love can not achleve the full Impli-
¢tatlons of 1ts lmmanence in the mundane sphere or by merely
§ raflonal conditions. Only Paradlse sees the complete union of
111, Desire and Reason. Tere overything coalesces in the all-
tiracing Love of God. This is true meaning of Plccarda Donntis

P ——————

It must be repeated that this repreacnts my construction
of the spirit of Toynbee's metaphysica.

Dante - Purgatory - Canto 18.

Dante -~ Paradise - Canto 3,
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vnose symbolic appearance in the Moon expresses both v::litiion

and Neceanity and to whom ‘Dante'a retional query regarding the
ju.;Jtioe of degrees of bllsa appears essentlally mesningless.

fat, too, is the import of the ability, peculiar %o ihe blessed,
of reading each other's thoughrts.‘ In Paradise, indeed, the
"ylrtue that counsels" has become superfluous, at least in ‘itqu""~
directing connotatlons. Knowledge is now instantaneous, béiier
no longer simjeot to elther buttressing or argument. Every-
thing merges .1n a total unity broughf about by the radiance of

en all-1 liuminating Graoce.

This exhiblita the assumptions of Toynbee's metaphysical
doctrine, which suffera froa an overly utllitarian nrgumanfa;ion_
end a lack of expliclt formulatlion. God's love, identical with
that of Man's love for Him,wexpressad in the feeling of brother-

% hood corstltutes the condition for the experience of transfigur-
ation, the connecting link between rmundane and supra-mundane
reallty.l The conception of transcendence is glven symbollc

expressiro_n by Christienity in God, the father, the aspect of

lmmanence in God, the Holy Ghost. Christ, the Son of God, who

yy sacrificed himself to attain blessedness for his own, represents

the connecting link to the human heart, however great the logical
2

_' difficulty reason finds in the Trinity.

B

1. Toynbse op. cit. Vol. VI p. 164 though 1t must be sald that
5 Toynbes can do no vetter than derlve God's love by a syllogism.
¢4 2. Toynbee op. cit. Vol. VI. p. 162.
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Yils metaphysics enable Toynbee to impose a normativa

pattern on historical events. He velidubes the attitudes to-

pards 1ife whlch charsc¢ierige a disintegrating civilization

in terms of Christien theology. For this resson the Stoles!
pm.lesqphg'of Detashment violates the imperative of the brother-
“hood Aof Man baépd on Godfa love.z' Therefore Socrates! death
1o$es meaning ai‘ncia 1,.?‘ represented a__f_utila reactian to tﬁo
sohism in the Hellenio soul and atbempted to trenafer its field
of ectlon fdrytﬁrri on & ma:;aly mundane plane, Thia, too_; explaing
the moral sanotion implicit in such atatoments aa ‘t.he. "oriminal-
ity of militt}x'imn”,5 the "greater tressure rojected by the Jews”,
whoss 1nab11..1tyr to mccept Christ doomed their civiligzation,.
Toynhee's mstaphysical asaumptions permeste-hls concept
of a culbure's growth, Primitive humanity represents a Yin
state of integration, the condltion precedent to a further ed-
vancé 1n the diwine schome of thinga, Tha creative minority
centains. the Saints, in whose soul a spark of the divine has
iindled a responss and whe constitute the i'virtue that counsels®™
{ in Dante's terms towards the uninspired majority. Man'ts fall
{ fron Grace has resulted in that perveraity of human nature which
évents direct lllumlnation, forcelng recourse to a irlmesls

: doonied by 1ts mechanicalness, A%t the end of this development

Sae Post, .

Toynbae op. clit. Vol. VI. P 132,

Toynboe ope cit. Vols IV.

Toynbee op. cite Vol, IV, p. 243

Ses poat for further dependence on Dante.
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stands the C1lty of Deatruction, a testimony to Man's present
jnadequacy but also a token through 1ts creatlion of & universal

_charch of potential fulfillment.

e

Toynbee, however, dld not merely attempt to probe deeper
layers of meaning than Spengler,l but concelved himself in the
fredition of the Britlsh Empirloists. He asserted that History
revealed 1ts immanence to the application of the proper methed-

k4 ology, to the patlent claasiricafion of data. Such an approach

¥4 however, is totally- lncoxiaistent with &'byn\ﬁee"a bhilosophicil

basls. A mere empirical enalysis of hiatory 1s impossible, the
regulerity obaerved in phenomena consti tuting a metaphysical
agsumption of order. An empiricist 1s unable to find purposive-
238 in history, since all regularity implles at least thé
necesslty of constant c:tzmju.nui;loln.2 A historical "law" always

1 denles the unique e\xperienoe- or the creative act, reducing both
to agents of an inexorability that oonstantly produces new sur-

';; face mnifea tations of success and power.

For éuc’ooaa constitutes the final lesson that hiétor.i-
t24 c2l phenomena teach Man. Tach accomplished fact, each surviving
Lg politlcal organization testifies to a method of prevailing,

”: 'epresents an answer to the pragmatlc query: "What works?"
iere collection of historical data - though it can nev;ar be

g Structed free from the metaphysical postulation inherent in

2 .“-‘ —
G L. See poat "The Concepta of Meaning".
% Hume - An Enquiry on Human Understanding.
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gelectivity - willl always repfesent a negation of freedom and
an assertlon of determinism. The al‘::ernativea that accompanied
the willed performance are forgotten end only the deed remalns
Q testimony to 1ts fatedness. .Failux;'e.uonstitutes the only sin
known to history in an emplrical and pragmatic approach.
Toynbee, however, does not aﬁcceed in constructing an

‘. edifice based on empirical considerations. Hls conclusions are

lprecisély what one would expect in the light of his philqsoph-

jeel agssumptions and theologlcal convictions. A pragmatist

shiould have. been careful about a method that ylelds an anawer
. ; ! 1

so obviously in line with his breconoept:ims. Nobody better
illustrates the memesls of the "ego-centric deullmuit:on,"a than
feynbee who castigates 1t so violently. I.t.;wo 1s not immanent
in historlcal data, but constitutes a resolve of the soul. His-
tory 1s not a book designed -to 1llustrate the New Tes !:ame'nt,
nor do Christ's sayi:;.gs‘embody trulsms for "successful" conduct.
Eut the superimposition of an empirical method on a theologlical
foundation, with data conceived as proving moral vallidity in-
7 steadacf the postulates driving from a transcendental exper-
'lence yields prooiaely this result. It never becomss clear
vhether the Pharlsees are condemned because of thelr fallure
§ o recognize Christ's moral superlority or because of thelr lack

of political perspicaclty in Tfaillng to respond properly to the

Particularly as Toynhee refuses to accept the Race Theory
of Material Progreas because it fits in wlth precenceptions
of aga.

Toynbea op. cit. Vol. I. p. 1S53.

See poyt - Coneclusions.

Tt ol : ey
e SR e R
e "A"f:"'f‘.'.'-" e
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qeve of the future., Simllarly Toyn't;ee sways uneaslly between
rojecting militarism for its ethical deficlency or its "sulcld-
al:m:ss.“l
A normative pattern for the evaluation of lews derived
ar_api_ricall-y fepresonts a logicel lnconsistencya Ths connection
.between moral actlion and materlel success can not be found in
monipulatory, technical laws end led Kant to the postulation of
:‘:4 j0d a5 the guarantor of the sumwum borum, I;Tmplrical analysla
compares phenomenal manifestations end seoks a recurring patternd
) valve judgments concernm thomselves wlth thé Inner meaning, the
noumena of existense, the consequsense of our experlence of
4 [rcedons
I% is impossible to find a guarantee for the realize-

B8 iion of religious falth in the appaar#nce of historical phenomena,

b4l Such 8 guarantee would roduce ethics to rules of prudence, A

violator of the moral code would in this view be not a knave,
4 but a fool, Freedom is not achieved by the mere assertion of
¢ purposiveness that itself hecomes but a manifestsation of hls-
torical law, classiflable as & wmechanistlc technique for bless=-

£ olnoss, The salvation of sovls and the growth and decay of

i4 cvillzations ere not connected by a causality denoted by im=
nedlate reward and punishment, The wheel of exlstence may util=-

lte its circulaer motlon to progress along virgin ground, Yet

20 clviligation has yet succoeded in this endeavor and decay has

A muvlrad Lh

thelr advance, even in Toynbee's terms, And so the very

s - o -

Toynbes op. olte Vol, IV. p. 365. See also post conclusions.
Soc post for Criterion (Appondix A).

500 post. Che Aiotory and Man's cxperience of Morality. (Xunt)
Sea poste Che The Sense of Responsibility.
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conception of virgin ground constltutea the longing of a soul,

the hope of a fulfillment, for the attalmment of which we must

look into ourselves and not attempt to coax 1t out of history

by conjuring i1ts phenomena.
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Two at“ands of thought can be distinguiahed in Toynbeols.
philosophy.' The biologlcal approach regardu history as an evolu-.
simizry procass, 11.3 recurrence of growth and decay a testimony to -
Hanls ofrorts to turn himself into Superman, This view dominates
Toynbsc's. a:ml;r.sis of the genssis of civilisatlona end thelr growthe

The tiheoiogical concepti;on asos in Vhi'story-the ronlization or a di-
vine plen to teach ma.n the emential mouninglossneus of temporal
-mcass.- : All t‘ynical attitudés towards life fall, asave tho recoa&i-
tion of the sunra—mundane plane of reality wirloh denles the substen-
tizllty of al,.l,wordl;r andam.ror. Thia is the tendency of Toynbee's
eralysis of tha brea.cdown of civilizatlons and thoeir dislntegration,

”oynbee'a postulutiou of freedmn is thereforo decepilive, The
blological approach raduces Challengs-and-Response to a mechsanistioc

gy cescription of the immanent Elan Vital. The theologlcal vlew considers

wirposivensss wmerely Godis t601 to teach man his lmpotence on the
dundsne plena. 'i‘his 1a compounded by the empirlcel method whiclh moves
g2 vith great patience through & vast amount of historical data. Bub

B date belongs to the pest and is therefore ruled by necesslty. Free=

¢ Jom, on the other hand, can not be derived as atiribute of reality .

3 bui only through an inward experlence. History's purpoae represents

1 mateshysical assumption not a necessary conclusion from hlstorleal
1

Thia becomes very noticeable in Toynhee's analysla of the
gnoals of civilizationa, Challenge-and-Response, the interactlon of
“ice snd Enviromment is concolved as the key factor in a civilization's

dUrth, DBut thie theory becormoa a mcaningful assertion of purposive-

7 “055 only ii‘ the arnlysla concerns itaelr with thu 1mponderab111ty of
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“the Tesponse, Thls_'ia bracisely what an empirlcal method can not

d0, howevers Its chiefl concern is not the uniquenegs of the rea-
yonag but the generality of the challenge, Toynbee carsfully classe
ifics all possible challenges, concetved as quelitatively equivalent
and varying only in intensity, Thias, however, reduces Challenge-and=
§ Rosponsde to but a restatemont of the Environment theory.l These are

tho problems ralsed by this rhase of "The Study of History."

Toynbea's rhilosophy of history begins with a query: What
ere the smalleat meaningful antitlos,whl._ch a hlstorlian may study? An
ozeminatlon of England's past leads Toynbee to the gonclusion that
every nation belongs %o & largsr unit which sets the frame-work for
8 ita endeavors, Consequently civillzations, not atates, are the soclal
etoms with which a phllosophy of hlstory must conecern itself, For
this reason, too, relatlons between states have a completely different
.":'_' import than contacts among, eivllizntions. Relatlions between states
represent the me~hanism of a Soclety's growth. .Conts.cta anong clv-
{lizations reveal the process of apparentation-and-affiliation by
{ vhich new civilizations rise on the ruins of the old, Toynbee dlse
1 tinguishes only two completely independent civillzations among his
1 tnenty=one Spacimen.a
Toynibee consldara the clvilizations intelligible fields of
study vecause they are the reprasentatives 5:’ the evolutlonary rhythm
y tim premeata exlstence, - Mere hls biologlcal approach comes to full
oresslon, The dynamic activity of civilizotions is but a prelude
¥ & now level of integratioci. which in good time will serve as the
Sea poat "Conciuaiénd".-

Toynbee op. clt. Vol, I. p. 131- The Lsyptlan and the (Andeen
tlvilizations are the unrelated clvillzatlons.
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jmping off point for a fresh advance. Thelr commion task 'aewes es
the condltion fér the comparability of eivilizatlons, For this.raa-'
gon, Toynbee rejecta the view that any one civillzation can represent
en ultimate stage of development, This assumption derives from the
ggo-centric delusion which equates the Influence of & civil.izatioﬁ
§% In its growth phase with the total meaning of history, It reflects
an attitude which consldors its point of observatlon ﬁa normative ine
' stead of accidental, a method dlscarded by the physical sciences
since the Coperanlcan revolutlon.1 Jorsover, the integration of the
# yorld into a Western pattern is confined to the economic end per=
haps the political plane. The contributlons of the Syrisc civile
B} ization to Western 1deatlon, ihs edifice of Chinese philosophy, the
o profundlty of Sumerlc astronomy all testify ta lovels of achlevement
vnleh make the attribution of ultimacy to any ocne elvilization
nesningleas,
')gg_m\ma‘tm;.j-efora.disagpeos with the periodization of history into
5 ancient, medieval end Todern, Civilizatlons do not reveal stages of
\ an wninterrupted prog;i-ess but & common effort, the success of which
ten be judged only by the attainment of & new level of integration.
All civilizations are consequently phillosophically contemporary,

i Oomipared to the life of the earth, the difference in age betwesn clv=

k& lizationa becomes nogligible, the youth of the spacles in term of
~H 2

ovn time=acale apparent,

Toynbeeo op. cit. Vol. I, p. 160, See obvious reliance on
Rant and oven more pronouhesdly on Spenglers

Toynbee op, cit. Vol. I. p. 17 {For Toynbee'!s assumptions
as to the age span of the earthe
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The uncertalnty sbout the outcome of the evolutionary

: process prevents an evaluatlon of the intrinsic merit of civil-
1

jzationa. Tis is compounded by the insignificance of any
- achilevement compared to the common gms.l.2 'l‘eyn'bee utll%zea
the analogy cf a one-way street to 1llustrate the philosophical
equivalence of c.‘.villza‘tlons. The directioﬁ of the street
forces dynamlc actlvity and prevents reversing or even stopping
the vehlcle. Nevertheless none of the twent:?'—ona cilvilizatlions
¥vhich have entered the thorough-fare has suecceeded 1in paasln.g
out by the further exit. Fourteen have reversed in violation
il of the rule and seven exhibit varlous stages of breakdovm.s'
The fur‘theat polnts of penetration lie so close together that
an evaluation elther absolutely, or in terms of distence from
4 the exlt, becomes a philosophical 1lmpossibility.
Civilizations thus represent intelligivble fieldas of
study and genl of a species in an evolufionary process. ‘helr
o relation in time constltutes an aupéct of the deepehing of
_'; relizious Meatimn,4 but does not result in successive stages
of a uniform advance. They are philosophically equivalent,

:'_;_ fwictionally contemporary and allow a comparlson for the deter-

'mlnation of the laws governing historical procesaea.

If the civilizatlons represent geni of a new specles,

‘his statement from Toynbee op. clt. Vol. I. p. 175 is in
flat contradiction wlth the whole tendency of Vol. V end
Vol. VI. See conclusion for discussion.

This assumes that Toynbee 1s aware of the goal and presents
another 1nconslstency in an empirical schsme,

Toynbee op. clt. Vol. I. p. 176 see also post for dlscussion
of this inconslatiency.

See post.

R R T LA
P R T B
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&4 .ot accounts for their genesla? Toynbee endeavors to locate

< principle which dlstinguishes primitive socletles and clvil-

1zatlons in order to find a clue for the solutien of this prob-

lem. He rejects the vlew that the poasesslon of inatitutions,

¥4 or the articulation of the dlvision of lsbour, can serve as s

criterlon. Tneaé occur in very elaborate form 1n sll types of

{ nistorical exlstence. Toynbee finds the dlatingulshing feature

in mlmesls, a generic feature of social life, defined as "the

Aacqulsi tion through .imitation of soclal assets which the ac-

1 quisitors have not originated for themselves and which they

might never have come to possess 1f they had not encountered

0y

S AR oS

and imltated other people in whose possession these assets were
to be found."l ‘Mimesls is a soclal drill, 1ts direction towards
the past characteristic of primitlve societies, lts utilization
for new creativity the mark of civilizations. .

T™is raises the quesilon whether the dilfference between
civilizatlions and primitive socletles is permanent and funda-

mental. Toynbee's metaphysical assumption of cyclical progress,

determines the reply. Silnce all exlstence exhiblts not only a

process of growth but testifles to a mode of evoluticnary sur-

vival, civilizations can represent merely the moat recent stage
2 ;

L3 of nistorical development. The transformation of Sub-Nen into

i Yan, which must of necessity have occurred in a soclal environ-

B’ ment, 1s postulated by Toynbee as having been accomplished

Toynbee, op., ¢it. Vol. I. p. 191.

Wnich in this view tecomes almost indistingulshable from
biologlcal processes.
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1 &
under the aegls of primi*lve socleties. This testlifles to

g level of dynamlc oreativeness for surpassing any achievement
| of the more recent specles of civilizations.

The present statlc conditlon of primitive socletlies 1s
therefore déceptive. It does not eihiblt uninsplred tofpdf buf
the last stage of integration. Mankind's task 1s lit{enéd by

joynbee to the climbing of a mountain of vast extend, surrounded

. by ledges. mé exertlon requiréd fqr cllubiﬂg its staep. sildes

§ issues forth ln a fevefisﬁ activity; that aomtimea produces - .
sirength suf!.‘icie'xt for rea..hing the next ledge, but more of ten

§ results In a loss of the grlp and & drop to the death on a lower

: lea'onzil..2 The 1limitatlons of the human vislon confine it to
scanning only one perpéndlcular and one horilzontal 'éurfaée.

 The exhausted figu.res on the ledge are therafore frequently

iy nlstaken for paralytics and the climbers s the appreh}ensinn

{ of actlvity., But reflection will reveal that the figures on

3 the ledge could have attained 1t only by prodiglous efforts and
that many ledges below must be strewn with the corpses of fall-.

i wes of a previous dynamism. .‘

The difference between primifive societies and civiliza-
tlons 18 nai-ther fundemental nor permsvent then, but the azci-
dent of a ﬁime and placo of observation. The present statlc

tondition of primltive societieé merely calls to mind past motion,

"-': lust as the activity of c¢ivilizations will cease when Man has

Toynbee op. cit., Vol. I. p. 192.

Note correspondence of this plcture with Dante's Mt. Purga=-
tory. ;
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peon turmed into Supoma.n.

Toynbee s biological approach overrides any wmers. poatu=-
History 3a an evolutionary proceas
arorating by alternate stagca of inégration and differentistion,

e genosls of clvillzatlions testifles to a mutation from the

By stabic conditlion to creative effort. .This holds true even in

== os5es bf 'apparentatic-n-nnd_-a.fflllation. With respact teo the

3 internal proletariat, tho dominant 'minoritlos are static by
:."1- defini tlons Thé aecesalon of the internel proletar!at raveals
the dynamle reactlon which chapgos the torpor into activity and
the integration Into new differentiation. The birtha of civil-
izatlons form partlcular boats of a goneral rhythmic pulse of
the Univerae.a
: Thia explalna the naturs of tho genesls of civiliza-
tions but not their particuler appearance at a definite time.
that are the fectors that 1ift these entities out of the atream
of humanity? What accounts for the long intervel of Yin before
the climb up the precipe coimences? True to hls empiricel
selhod Toynboe examines all possible ceuses befeore drawing conclu=
: slonss He finds the negatlve factor which retards activity in
; the vis inertla, the "cake of oustom", the inherent t'endencey

tovarda stability,

T‘meeﬂ OPe 01t. Vol. I. De 191]. ?

Toynbes op. cit. Vol., I, D. 20, Note the similarity of
this concept with Spengler and its inconsistency with the
cophasls on pure volltion.
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mis servea as the foll for the creative act, the conditlon
to be overcomc-a beft-)ro differentiatlion can set in.

Two obvlious alternatlives present themselves as the pos-
itive factors. The mutation can bLe postulated as the consequence
of some speciai quality of the human beings who have succeeded

§ in making the transition. - The change may, on the other hand,

B ve atiributed to a specially favorable constellation of envi-
l .

ronmental condit;lons. Neither hypothesis 1s tenable accord-
ing to Toynbee. : ;

Race 1s a constructlion of human prejudlce, asnother facet i
of the ego-centrlc deluslon, for whilch no aclentific criteria
‘can be found. Its general acceptance 1In the Vieat, derives from

the Protestant concept of fzre-destination whlch conslders mater-
ial success an-indlicatlon of divine sanction and ascribes an
insuperable deficiency to all dlsbeli-evera. It 1s reinforced
by the racial theorles developed from de (fobineau, whose primary
b4 ¢oncern had not been the valldatlon of natural phenomena but
political polemic. Against the self-avidence of the first as-
semption, can be set the fact that race feeling represents a
relatively recent Western phenomena. In the medleval period
the potential equallty of a>ll humanity constituted a corner-
stone of popular bellef. Mcreover, no connection can be estab-
lshed between the pigmentation of the skgn and the creative

id tendency that 1assues into the Yang state. An empirical survsy

.‘"1- Toynbee op. elt. Vol. I. p. 208.
% fToynbee Vol. I. p. 227.
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1n.dlcutes that all races éxcept the Negro race have ai, one

s140 or enother produced a civilization., The simile of the
clirbors on the precipe proves ,l however, that thls defleiency
. moed not be inherent but may result from the comparative Youth
& of the specless.

The Environmental theory fares no betters Its only
¢amclusive proof, according to Toynbes, ﬁould involve an ex= ;
S inatlon of all conditlons that are claimed to be conducive
8 1o tho geresis of civilations and a determination of whether

g they were so operative wherever they occurred,. Such an eaI-n-
: rical survey wlll revesl a wide varlety in the geographical or

climsctle conditlons that attended the genesis of civiliza=

¥ tions, Though the Egyptisn and Sumeric clvilizations developed

il 1n & river basin, not every river of simllar extend - such s
@ the Colorado river- has produced a clvilization. Again though
k¢ (ho Turasien and Arablan steppes have prodiuced nomadism, the
morlcan pralrie and the Argentine pampas have not served as am
g ovstacle to the birth of clvilizatlions,
If both the race and environmental theorles are dis-

credlted what does account l'or the genesls of clviliza-

Por a dlscussion of enpirical proof by simile see Conclusions,
Toynbee op. cit. Vol. I. p. 253+ For a dlacusalon of the
concluslveness of such a proof see Conclusions, That these
snvironments mlght.yet prnduce civilizatlons is lndicated

by Toynbee's aasertion that the Minoan Island-Empire was not
repented in Indonesla, Racont hiatory may have demon=

Strated the weakness of this argument,
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fectors. Race, while not itselr‘ t,hé cause, represents the

: ranifestation of an lmmanence that the philosophers call Elan
vital end the mystles C{)d.l The Environment, again constitutes
an omnlpresent obstacle thwarting this force and: chalilenging
1t to battle. ‘The Interaction between Race and Environment,
God ond the Devlil exhiblts the plot of the Book of Job, of
Joothe's E‘aust,- oi“ life and of hlstory.

The genesls of clvilizatlons 1s not due to one I‘actof,
fY 1ut to several. It results not from an entity but a relation,
'h: Interaction that causes the Yin state to change to Yang 1s
5 e themo of much of the profoundest uryt:hc:logy.2 An encounter
gz beiveen superhuman entltles constitutes the plot of the theo-

5 loglcal verslons as well as the sclentiflc assmuptions.s The
4 cncounter between Yahwe and the devil 1z the story of CGenesls,
repeated with the same irherent meanling in the Newl Tes tement as
) the pattern of Redemption. The catastrophic Impact of stars in
shace serves as the matfix on which physlcal sclence constructs
i' its fmage of the origin of the Universe.4 Both accounts agree

j In concelving the encounter as a rare and unique event wlth con-

Laf Sequences of unimaginable portent.

5
The plot beglns with a perfect state of Yin. The perfect

Toynbee,; ogs elt, Vol. I. p. 270

Iv‘gr the valldity of conclusions from mythology see Conclu-
slons.

Note the reliance of thils argument on Spengler's me taphysi-
cal postulate,

Toynbeo op. cit. Vol. I. p. 274,

The operation of challenge-and-response 1s described at such
leagth becnuse it is central to Toynbee's ergument and will
be utllized to 1llustrate limitations of his mathod - See
post conclusions.
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B8 movledge of Faust, the perfect goodness of Jdo, the perfect

{nnocence of Adam and Eve can chsange lnto Yeng only through the
' interventlion of an external agent.‘ It 13 the task qi’ thls fac-
tor to supply the inner creative fcrcé_a with that gtlmulus most
e to evoke the most poﬁéntly crea“;ive responée. This es-
§ sontinlly expresses the function of the climactlc factor in
cortain variations of the environment t'.hetir'_v.2
In Mythology the intrusion of the Devll into God's
realn supplies' the .inlpetﬁa foi' the transition to the Yang stata,
#1 T™e Lord and Saﬁm malkte a wager which 1s then tested on a huﬁu.n
g scent. Faust, .Tob; Adan, represents those clvilizations on the
ledge who have Just attained thelr feet and commenced the ciiﬁb
g% ith a full awareness of the dangers of an ascend that brooks
no stopping and in which death represents the only alternative
o the achievement of the néxt level., However, mythology and
theology make the attalmment of the ledée inevitsble, the win-
ninz of the bet by the devil out of the question.
‘Does this mean that Cod has cheated the devil and bet
vithout risking anything? That wouid negate the essence of the
®3 tncounter and could not therefore produce lts vast consequences.
Toynboe’  replies that the .Devil's intervention suffices %o
disturh the equillbrium but can not achisve a new level of in-

“rration, Ood who has been yeAarning for an opportunity for

Taynbee op..eit. Vol. T 0. 270
T™is contradlcta previous approach to that theory. See post
Conelusions.,
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ffort, is now enabled to restore the equilibrium on
s new and higher plane. In mia act of creation, no demon can
participate. -

On the mundane plane, the humsn vrotagonist constitutes

the theater for thils activity and his ordeal accomplishes 1t-

galf in threec stages. 1The first atage ‘_i‘inds gyrbollc express-
fon in ﬁ;e"aass@p of the bempter and changes the state of Yin
’ r,oYanr;, fram ha-i;mony- ;:o di;cr/n;d,' frnm rest to motion. With
Si awarr'a-ne-as‘ of the fatednasas of a aourae from which there 13 no
i'efum, beglns tl:'ue second stagé, the cArisis..r The momentm—'y re--‘
bellion at finhlng onesalfl but 8 tool in éodis hands 1s ‘tz_'r.ma-
cended hy the pea'ce of reconciliation. This énablos man t'or
achieve victory threurh defleat, peace through suf.fering_. Yan
resigns himaelf into God's hands and thus reverses the rhythm
erain - from motion towards rest, from storm to calm, from Yang
back to Yin. 0od stands revealed not as a hard taskznast;r, nor
4 the cause ér‘s\-szering, but as therall—emhracing Love which made
% the new level of Integration possible.2
Toynhee's poslitive factor then, that explains the gene-
¢ls of civillzations and the emerging differentlation ia the
: Telation of Challenge-and-Response, Life presents a serles of
frablems, esach a o‘hallenge to underge an ordeal, No calcula-
4 tlon, however prudent of quan ti.tatlve phenomeéna can serve for

the predictlion of historlcal events. For nobody can know the

——

Toynbee op. eilt. Vol., I. p. 284.
R+ Toynbee op. cilt. Vol. I. p. 294,

B s L 4
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b
tunknown God", the reaction of the protagonlst whon the ordeal

i actually occurs.

Desplte this analysia of the imponderablllty of the rea-

3 ponse, Toynbee engages 1ln an extenslive analyslis of the histor-
ieally effectlve stimull to determine the range of possible
responses, An examinatlion of the genesis of civillzatlions leads
to the "law" that their birth results not from unusuallj easy,

4 but from difflcult environments frequently in response to changes
in climte.(f.e. the Genesls of the Egyptlan af Sumeric clvil-
ization). Though, at first blush, the related civilizations
do not seem to constitute a reaction to an environment, closer
roflectlion indicates that thelir response is not to the physical
but to the human environment. The interna_l proletariat's will

b4 10 secede teshifigs to the ;ominant minority's will to repress,

4 ‘e final breaking away to the intolerablility of the challenge.

loreover the geographical location of the affiliated civiliza-

2 .t.ion usually presents a greater stimulus than the physical locus

"_' ¢ of the parent civilizations. Both the physlcal and human en-

Vironment, then,can provide the chellenge that attends the gene-
E-§ *lo of civilizations.
The 1rﬂzenal‘ty of the response represents a function of
the severity of the stimulus. Ease 1s inlmical to c‘iviliza-

1 tlong, Te stimulus of hard countries led to the superiority

Toynbee op. cit. Vel. I. p. 302.

Illustrated by examples from the Odysaey, Capua, Roman Cam-
pagna, For limitatlions of this methodology ses post "Con-
clusions." 3




Caption:  "The Meaning of History"-copy of final submitted version [1 of 3], Image 326
Image ID: 15213115



