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THE ASSEMBLY BUILDING CONTAINING DINING-ROOM,
GYMNASIUM, AND AUDITORIUM

hand, the excellent work done by the public schools of the
State or, on the other hand, offering trade courses which few
parents desired their children to take. Bordentown’s ex-
istence, therefore, for nearly twenty years involved a constant
fight by its principals to coax adequate maintenance from the
Legislature and to prevent the school from degenerating into
an unofficial institution for incorrigibles. The World War and
the consequent migration of thousands of Negroes from the
South into New Jersey abruptly changed the whole situation.
Here for the first time was a real need for the school which
even the most prejudiced admitted. These newcomers were
only too glad to find a school in the North where their chil-
dren might learn Northern trades and trade methods and in
which the problem of over-age need not embarrass. Skilled
labor's forward surge to economic independence also played
its part in breaking down the hostility of older residents to
vocational training. Mechanics and carpenters were then
making in a week what bank clerks and postal employees had
been wont to earn by a month’s labor. Negroes throughout
the North began to feel that after all there was something in
a svstem of education which permitted a child to learn one
of these lucrative trades while mastering academic subjects
in a parallel course. New Jersey's colored population shared




























